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In reference to the historical determinants of English 
education Sir Fred Clarke wrote: "Both in fo~m and spirit 
English educational institutions ••••• reveal sociological 
determination. 111 When it is remembered that the education 
system of New Zealand originated and developed in a British 
colony in the nineteenth century then it is understandable 
that certain similar determinants were operative here. It 
is almost certain that they were intensified by Colonial life 
since the colonist, educationally and culturally, was concerned 
with surrounding himself with the institutions and ideas that 
formed the background of existence in the homeland. 
Cultural continuity is to the colonist of even 
greater importance than practical adaption ••••• 
So the education system can be one of the last 
parts of colonial life to adapt itself to the 
new land. 2 
This principle was accepted by Nicholas Hans, Ph.D., 
D. Lit., when examining the educational traditions in English-
speaking countries. 
Even the most revolutionary systems of today have their 
roots in the past. However fervently we may desire to 
mould education to the needs of a changing world, we 
are impeded at every turn, but by what might be called 
vested habits of mind. When one considers the life-long 
effects of schooling on each generation, it is not 
surprising that education should be so conservative. 
Even a break away to the opposite extreme is usually 
conditioned by each upbringing. 
1. F. Clarke -- Education and Social Change, p. 6. 
2. A. E. Campbell - - Educating New Zealand, p. 2.5. 
3. N. Hans. Educational Traditions in the English-speaking 
countries, p.3. 
2. 
The private schools of New Zealand seem to substantiate 
these claims. Although the result of many divergent and 
often discordant efforts they represent an attempt for 
cultural continuity and, in their later history, an adoption 
to the needs of a 'changing world.' It is my task to examine 
and in some measure to describe and discuss, the origins, 
the subsequent development and the various problems of these 
schools; and, later on, if at all possible, to venture some 
conclusions on the contribution of the private schools to 
New Zealand education. 
'r 
SECTION I 1816 - 1877 
A. Denominational Efforts in Native Schools -- 1816-1867. 
Before 1840, whatever formal education existed in New 
Zealand was entirely in the hands of the Churches and the 
honour of establishing the first school in New Zealand rests 
with the Church of England. In 1816 the Rev. Samuel Marsden, 
then Chaplain of the Colony of New South Wales, opened the 
first mission school for Maoris at the Bay of Islands. This 
purposeful minister had travelled to England in 1807 in 
company with Governor King and had laboured unceasingly to 
induce the recently established Church Missionary and London 
Missionary Societies to establish a mission in New Zealand. 
In putting his views before the Church Missionary Society 
Marsden wrote: 
Since nothing in my opinion can pave the way for 
the introduction of the Gospel but civilization; and 
that can only be accomplished among the heathen by 
the arts; I would recommend that three mechanics 
be selected to make the first attempt ••• l,.. 
The arts and religion should go together. 
The Church Missionary Society was persuaded to undertake 
the enterprise and acting on Marsden's advice selected as 
the first pioneers of the Mission two mechanics. They were, 
William Hall, a carpenter and shipbuilder and John King, a 
shoe maker who possessed some knowledge of flax dressing. 
These men were despatched to New Zealand via Sydney carrying 
the following instructions: 
1. Extract from his memo addressed to the C.M.S. as quoted 
by the very Rev. H. Jacobs, D.D. in "Dioceses -of New 
Zealand." Published by S.P.C.K. Footnote p.6. 
Ever bear in mind that the only object of the Society, 
in sending you to New Zealand, is to introduce the 
knowledge of Christ among the natives, and, in order 
to do this, the arts of civilized life.1 
2. 
The mission was delayed in Sydney, however, because of 
the horrible massacre of the crew of the ship "Boyd" by the 
Maoris at Whangaroa. Marsden, thus hindered for a time from 
the prosecution of his main enterprise, devoted himself to an 
endeavour to safeguard the natives from ill treatment at the 
hands of ship masters. At an influential public meeting 
organised in Sydney, a scheme was adopted to provide for the 
instruction of those natives who came to New South Wales, 
in any simple branches of trade and in the Christian religion. 
In this scheme and in the hospitality hitherto extended by 
Marsden himself to visiting natives, there lies the beginnings 
of the Parramatta "Seminary for New Zealand Natives" to which 
the latter mission owed so much. 
Toward the end of 1814 direct steps were taken towards 
the commencement of the mission. Early in that year a third 
catechist whom the Very Rev. H. Jacobs, D.D., described as, 
Of much the same class as King and Hall, though of 
somewhat higher intellectual qualifications2 
arrived from England. Marsden delayed no longer and on 
November 19, 1814, in company with his friend Nicholas, 
Hall and family, Kendall (appointed by Governor MacQuarrie 
1. Extract from the instructions addressed to Mr Marsden 
from the C.M.S., quoted by H. Jacobs. 
2. H. Jacobs: "Dioceses of New, Zealand." p.9. 
as Justice of the Peace for New Zealand) and King, embarked 
for New Zealand. Marsden planned that, on arrival Kendall 
was to establish the schools and Hall to erect the buildings 
necessary for their accommodation. Pending the opening of 
the first school Kendall set to work to reduce the Maori 
language to writing. Early in the following year Mr William 
Carlisle arrived from New South Wales to assist Kendall in 
his work. Kendall's aim can be seen in the following 
extracts taken from the Missionary Register of 1817:-
It is my intention to take about 40 children under 
my care. These must be clothed and fed ••••• 
We trust that the plan of Adult Schools ••••• will be 
adopted in New Zealand. The employment given to the 
natives by the settlers is gradually improving them; 
but adult schools will be a most powerful instrument 
of advancing their obligations.1 
The school was duly opened on August 12, 1816 with a roll 
number of thirty-three -- the first school in New Zealand. 
The school was conducted seven days in the week and was 
beset with many problems. Success attended the efforts 
of the teachers, however, and by April 1817 there was a 
total number of seventy. 2 
About this time Carlisle reports: 
The natives are improving in every way, the 'school 
being daily attended by nearly 60 young persons, 
many of whom begin to read and spell, and are all 
very attentive to the Gospel passages which have 
been printed in their own language.3 
1. Quoted by A.G. Butchers: "Young New Zealand" p.30. 
2. For a copy of the class register of Kendall's School 
see Appendix A, Table I. 




The first five years of the settlement saw its families, 
now five in number, increase until there were altogether 
fifteen white children in the Mission and it became necessary 
to provide for their education too. Consequently the time 
table was so arranged that the Maori children rose at daylight 
and finished their morning lessons at an early hour. Then 
followed the instruction of the European children and in the 
afternoon the Maori Classes were resumed. Such was the 
solution to the problem of educating the European school 
population but it was only temporary. With the influx of 
the white settlers in the late '30's and '40's i!;;his scheme 
was no longer practicable, and it is the various solutions 
of this problem that provide the main theme of this thesis. 
To continue with the work of the Mission Schools, with 
the removal of Kendall (for reasons too complicated to be 
listed here) and the arrival of the Rev. Henry Williams in 
1823 a new impetus was given to the work. This ex-naval 
officer and ex-medical student brought to the mission 
enthusiasm, energy and spiritual power at a time when these 
qualities were badly needed. At this time Hongi had embarked 
upon his conquering career and the mission settlers were 
helpless, their own safety depending solely upon the protection 
of this blood-maddened chief. Some idea of the worries 
confronting these missions can be gained from the incident 
of 1827 when the Wesleyan Mission Station which had been 
established five years before at Whangaroa by the Rev. 
Samuel Leigh, was raided was plundered by some of Hongi's 
troops. On the advice of the Anglicans the mission was 
moved to Hokianga on the opposite coast and to both missions 
there came encouraging signs of better times in store. The 
Missionary Register of 1827 states: "The schools make 
considerable progress and the children are anxious to be 
taught" and at the close of 1828, 1829, 1830 public 
examinations were held of the pupils of the Rangihoua, 
Keri Keri and Pahia Schools, 270 being examined in 1830. 
The Rev. W. Williams (brother of Henry) writing 
December 5, 1831, reported as follows: 
The schools at Pahia are five in number: 
1. The native boys are taught reading, writing, 
catechism, etc. The average attendance is 60. 
The number now on the books is 71. Total taught 
from the beginning 263. 
2. The native girls are taught reading, writing, 
arithmetic, catechism and sewing. The principal 
attendance is in the afternoon when the average 
attendance is 40. The number now on the books 
is 50. Total taught from the beginning 209. 
3. The infant school was commenced in January last 
and contains 22 pupils -- English and native. 
4. The English Boy's School -- This contains the 
sons of the missionaries, 14 of whom are now 
under instruction. The system which has been 
adopted embraces religious instruction, 
geography, history, arithmetic and classics, etc. 
5. The English Girls' School contained at the 
commencement of the past 12 months, ten pupils, 
including the younger children who have since 
been transferred to the infant school. There 
are now but four pupils.1 
Meanwhile Henry Williams had been actively exploring the 
possibilities of an extension of the mission activities. 
1. Brett's Early History of New Zealand, p. 380. 
5. 
Previous to 1828 he paid four visits to Tauranga and other 
parts of the Bay of Plenty districts; in 1828 he went to 
Whakatane; in 1831 he went as far as Rotorua, accompanied 
by Taiwhanga, one of Hongi's warriors, and in 1833 he 
pushed up the valley of the Thames into new country. 
Everywhere he found the interest of the natives awakened by 
ex-scholars of the Mission schools and requests for the 
establishment of new mission stations began to come faster 
than the missionaries could fulfil them. It was decided to 
divide their forces and new mission stations followed one 
another in rapid succession at Tauranga, Rotorua, Thames 
and up the Waikato. It is clear to see from contemporary 
reports that these enterprises were successful. At Waikato 
Heads,- -in-1839, at a station established but a .few years, 
one might have seen some 1,500 Maoris assembled on the 
occasion of the annual examination. 
So the schools triumphed and the wisdom of Marsden, 
Kendall and Henry Williams in concentrating on the education 
of the young, was more than justified. In one generation 
the whole outlook of the race was changed and War began to 
give place everywhere to peaceful pursuits. 
With the coming of Bishops Pompallier and Selwyn and 
the establishment of New Zealand Company's settlements, a 
new era dawned for the Maori people. The schisms of old 
world Christianity and the land sharking of the settlers 
destroyed for the time being the natives' trust in the 
good intentions of the pakehas, and led eventually to the 
bitter inter-racial wars and the almost total destruction 
6. 
of the Mission School system. 
Under the Rev. Henry Williams the Marsden spirit of 
Christian fellowship between the Anglican and Wesleyan 
Missionaries continued unimpaired. Mutually recognised 
spheres of influence were now in existence and 21 Anglican 
stations were distributed over Auckland and Hawkes Bay and 
one station at Wanganui, Otaki and Waikanae. The Wesleyan 
sphere of influence stretched from Whangaroa across to 
Hokianga and down the west coast of North Island. It is 
estimated by Mor1ley in "History of Methodism in N.Z." that 
in this area there had been established by 1851, 188 Sabbath 
schools and 88 day schools with an attendance of 5,846 
scholars. 
It was now to dawn on the native mind that, though 
there was but one Christ there were a number of Christian 
Churches and that in addition to Christian love there was 
such a thing as Christian hatred. Discord began in 1838 
with the arrival of Bishop Pompallier at the Wesleyan 
Mission Station at Hokianga and by 1850 it is claimed that 
there were 5,000 adherents to the Roman Catholic Church. 
The situation was not improved by the new Anglican Bishop 
Selwyn who declined to recognise the Wesleyans or their 
sphere of influence. The time was now ripe for some 
government to take New Zealand under its protection and thus 
the arrival of Captain William Hobson, R.N., as Lieutenant-
Governor. Included in the instructions given to the new 




••••• I acknowledge also the obligation at rendering 
to the missions such pecuniary aid as the local 
Government may be able to afford, and as their 
increased labours may reasonably entitle them to 
expect. The establishment of schools for the 
education of the aborigines in the elements of 
literature will be another object of your 
solicitude.1 
During Hobson's tenure of office a Legislative Council and 
a Supreme°Court had been set up but he had been unable to 
keep his expenses within the allotted revenue of £100,000. 
For many reasons he was unable to proceed in the matter of 
"the establishment of schools" for the natives or Europeans. 
As Butchers states: "The former, the missionaries were 
looking after very well; the latter must for the present 
look after themselves. 112 Under the Governorship of Fitzroy, 
a successor to Hobson, the affairs of the colony did not 
prosper and although this man was a "troubler" in most 
respects he was the first to make grants of land to the 
churches for the establishment of schools for the natives. 
Much of the very valuable endowments now held by the 
Methodist Church at Grafton Road and Three Kings were given 
by him for this purpose. During his governorship a Native 
Trust Ordinance (June 24, 1844) was enacted to provide 
for the appointment of trustees to control and administer 
the lands and funds set aside for native education. In this 
first ordinance of New Zealand relating to education there 
is mention of the question of religious instruction -- a 
1. McNab: Historical Records of New Zealand, vol. 1, p.735. 
2. Butchers "Young New Zealand" p.55. 
8 • 
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question which begs for a solution throughout New Zealand's 
education. An objection was made by the non-official 
members of the Legislative Council that 
the religion to be taught in the schools established 
under the trust is to be left altogether to the 
trustees, who must be expected -- perhaps conscience 
will make it their duty -- to carry out, so far as 
they can, their own religious views, giving at 
once a sectarian character to the trust, destroying 
thereby its usefulness and creating a spirit of 
intolerance and religious discord among the natives 
and various missionary.bodies here.1 
The objection was disallowed, however, and the ordinance 
became inoperative with the appointment of Grey as Governor 
in 1845. His first step as Governor was to quell the 
warring natives and peace was declared in February 1848. 
Throughout these disturbances, little was done either by the 
Governors or the settlers for the education of the pakeha 
children. What efforts were made (and these will be considered 
in detail further on) are all the more praiseworthy. 
With regard to the missionaries, their period of 
ascendary was past. Sectarian-strife had revealed their 
disunion and the wars which followed dealt a blow to 
missionary work from which they never completely recove.red. 
All the mission staffs were reduced and a number of stations 
closed. Those remaining carried on, and in particular kept 
the native schools open as far as possible until the renewal 
of the wars in 1860 completely disrupted their work. 
In 1847 Grey's educational policy was set and in an 
---------------------·----···· ··-----·-·-------·-·-----------
1. A. J. Harrop. England and New Zealand, p.168. 
9. 
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Education Ordinance under which powers were given to the 
Government to establish and maintain schools and to inspect 
schools and to contribute towards the support of schools 
otherwise established ••••• The schools that could be 
aided were to be under the control of the Anglican Bishop 
of New Zealand, the Roman Catholic Bishop or other head of 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Mission or the head minister of any other religious 
body. 
Thus land endowments were given to various churches 
and some secondary schools in connection with the churches 
still exist that are indebted to such endowments for their 
main support. 
Grey wisely refrained from endeavouring to establish 
10. 
any new educational organisation for natives, and following 
the instructions given to Hobson, he decided to co-operate 
with the Churches by making them grants of both land and money 
although under certain conditions. These conditions were: 
(a) Government inspection and examination. 
(b) Religious education to be provided. 
(c) Industrial training II II II 
(d) Instruction in the English language to be provided. 
In a Memorandum submitted to the Wesleyan Church in Auckland 
in 1853 Grey stated that the schools to be aided might be 
of three kinds: 
(a) Colleges. 
(b) Central Schools (one to each educational district). 
(c) Primary schools. 
r' 
In forwarding this Memorandum the Governor offered 
£1,600 p.a. to the Northern provinces and £700 to the 
Southern provinces and desired to be informed whether the 
Church authorities were willing to carry on the work of 
education on these terms. The offer was accepted and 
similar arrangements were contracted with the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Churches. By a further Act passed in 1858 the 
maximum sum of £700 p.a. was fixed for a period of seven 
years as the amount payable for these purposes.1 
Of the land grants the Anglican bodies received the 
largest share and many successful schools were established 
and maintained for a time. However, the occurrence of the 
wars had a profound effect on these schools: a number were 
closed and the trusts lay dormant for a number of years. 
The more important land grants were: 
School Denomination Area Location 
11. 
St Stephen's College Anglican 67 acres Auckland Suburbs 
Te Aute College It Hawkes Bay 
Wanganui Collegiate II 250 acres Wanganui 
School 
Wesley College Wesleyan 6-l- acres Grafton Road, 
Auckland 
St Mary's Orphanage Roman C. 376 acres Takapuna 
1. The annual sums granted for maintenance, etc., under 
this scheme which operated from 1846 to 1868 are given 
in Appendix A, Table 2. The money was acquired from 
the following sources:-
1/20th from Colonial revenue 
1/15th from the proceeds of land sales 
and a fixed amount from the Imperial Government. 
r' 
These endowments have become very valuable with the 
passing of years and they have been the subject of frequent 
enquiries and reports by Royal Commissions and Special 
Committees of Parliament. As Butchers points out the whole 
question of educational endowment in New Zealand is a study 
deserving special treatment and the contrast between the 
terms of the original trusts established in connection with 
many of them,and their present disposition is very marked. 
Although self government had been granted to the colony 
in 1852 the Dept. of Native Affairs was reserved to be 
directly administered by the Governor and the success of 
the scheme depended wholly on the person of the Governor. • 
With Grey's departure in 1853 Native affairs were 
12. 
sadly neglected especially in the matter of education and his 
return in 1861 was too late to avoid the disastrous effects 
of the mistakes made during his absence. His elaborate 
system of denominational aided village, central and district 
schools simply faded away. As a result of this disorder a 
Native Schools Act was passed in 1867, under which the 
denominational system was limited. By this Act (the first 
Education Act passed by the Parliament of New Zealand) the 
natives received a system of education organised and maintained 
by the Central Government, ten years before the establishment 
of a national system of education for the European population. 
The administration of the Act was entrusted to the 
Department of Native Affairs and through this department 
the existing demonimational schools continued to receive 
assistance. The prerequisites for such assistance proved 
,--
a barrier to the success of the scheme and in 1871 these 
difficulties were removed by the Amending Act of that year.1 
1. For Table of Pioneer Teachers and Mission Stations 
see Appendix A., Table 3. 
13. 
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B. European Backgrounds. 
The initial steps taken by each of the main settlements 
to provide for the education of the children of the white 
settlers were, naturally enough, in strick accordance with 
14. 
the differences observable in their origins, circumstances, 
racial and religious traditions. With regard to their origins, 
1 as Campbell says: 
The colonist does not instantaneously develop a new 
philosophy of Education by crossing the Equator. 
He may, indeed, become thereby more than ever wedded 
to the old, for nostalgia is one of the dominant 
influences in his life, and, culturally and 
educationally he is less interested in adapting himself 
to his new environment than in surrounding himself 
with the institutions and ideas that formed the 
background of his existence in the homeland ••••• 
Cultural continuity is to the colonist of even 
greater importance than practical adaption. 
In most cases, however, the institutions and ideas 
that formed the background were very limited. The States' 
obligation to provide free and compulsory education for the 
masses was at that time as little contemplated "as that they 
should be forcibly fed with free food. 112 Evidence had been 
placed before the House of Commons in 1816 which showed 
that at least 100,000 children in London were wholly without 
the means of education and the only "common schools" in 
England were those maintained by the churches who received 
annual grants from 1839 onwards. At the same time of course, 
there existed the great 'public' schools well supplied with 
ancient endowments which had been given in the first instance 
1. A. E. Campbell, Educating New Zealand, N.Z.C.E.R. 
2. A. E. Campbell, II II II 
' 
~ ' 
for the benefit of 11 poor and destitute children11 but which 
in time became the close preserve of a limited class. At 
15. 
this point a slight parallel can be noticed with the endowments 
of some of our private schools in New Zealand. As the 
century progressed a more fundamental concept of education 
came s!owly to the fore: an increasing number of men and 
women began to see it as a social necessity. And the 
important point is that the first colonization of New Zealand 
took place in the middle of transition, i.e. from the 
conception of education as a private or semi-private charity 
to the conception of it as a social necessity. Thus we find 
many and varied attempts to provide for education in the 
main settlements and the tendency towards private institutions 
for education·was intensified by the racial and religious 
characteristics by the settlement. 
Thus we find in Auckland the Churches taking the lead 
for the establishment of schools, the denominational system 
confirmed by monetary grants from Sir George Grey and later 
by the Provincial Legislation, while in Wellington the 
private schools (many non-sectarian) completely dominated 
the field. In Otago a narrow, but thorough, church controlled 
system of public schools was established upon the Scottish 
model and in Canterbury the English system was followed 
by giving monetary grants in a lump sum to the denominations, 
the largest proportion going into the practically 
unrestricted control of the Anglican bishop. In Nelson an 
unsectarian public school system was established by the 
Nelson school Society which later received legislative 
endorsement at the hands of the Provincial Council. With 
I-' 
' ., 
regard to the later settlements, Hawkes Bay approximated 
very closely to Wellington from which district its settlers 
were chiefly drawn; Marlborough developed similarly to 
Nelson, and Southland to Otago. In Westland, on the other 
hand., the mushroom goldfields Province, there was a very 
powerful Catholic element, and a denominational system of 
education was consequently adopted there.1 
Before continuing with a more detailed consideration of 
the establishment of private schools in each of the 
settlements, some clarification of terminology is necessary. 
16. 
In the subsequent sections on these settlements the term 
'private school' is taken to include all denominational schools, 
aided or not, because before 1877 most schools were private 
in the sense that there were few public schools which did 
not charge fees, except perhaps in Nelson. In places, 
however, the term 'proprietory school' will be used to 
distinguish those schools, which were established and 
supported by individuals for private profit, from the 
demominational and grant-aided schools. It is interesting to 
note at this point the change in terminology which has occurred 
during the last twenty years. In some circ~les, at the 
present time, the term 'private school' has fallen into 
disrepute; it is considered erroneous to apply the term 
'private' to those schools which are run by the denominations 
(and the majority are run by these bodies) but not for private 
profit. As an alternative it has been suggested that the 
1. For the relative percentages of the religious denominations 




term 'registered' or 'non-state' should be applied to those 
schools. Of the two 'non-state' is more applicable. 
However, since some schools are not registered1 while 
others receiving certain departmental aid are not really 
'non-state' and others conducted by private individuals 
are not denominational, I have chosen the term 'private' 
as having widest connotation. 









C. Private Schools in Auckland. 
In a history1 of education in New Zealand Auckland has 
gained the title of "The Nursery of the Denominational System" 
and rightly so. The early population of Auckland, apart from 
Government officials and their families consisted principally 
of traders, speculators and immigrants of the poorer sort, 
mostly Irish. Although the Roman Catholic and Wesleyan 
Churches were stronger and better organised than in any other 
part of New Zealand, the Church of England had by far the. 
largest number of mission stations. By this time, however, 
the British Government was convinced of the unwisdom of its 
policy of establishing the Church of England in Canada, 
New South Wales and South Africa and thus from the 
foundation of the Colony all sects were on an equal footing 
before the law. Thus there arose the policy of educational 
grants to the sects. As Campbell points out, 2 
To the Colonial office, however, the absence of an 
established church implied merely that each of the 
various denominations should receive its fair share 
of any grants made by the legislature for educational 
purposes. There was no suggestion that the State, 
central or local, should turn "school master". 
Consequently there gradually came into existence a number of 
denominational and private schools. Under the Ordinance of 
18473 state aid could be given to the Anglican, Roman and 
Wesleyan Churches only and this was a limitation which was 
1. A.G. Butchers. Young New Zealand, p.114. 
2. A. E. Campbell. Educating New Zealand, p.26. 
3. See page 15. 
r_;. 
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hotly opposed by the Presbyterian section of the community. 
This ordinance immediately led to trouble. It resulted 
not only in a wasteful overlapping of effort but in resentment 
on the part of the Presbyterians and other denominations 
who were not sufficiently well organised at the time to secure 
benefits under the scheme. Furthermore secular organisations 
were denied any form of State assistance. Altogether much 
political and religious dissension resulted from the scheme, 
and in the end the Maoris of the Auckland province (seep. ) 
were the chief beneficiaries under the Ordinance although 
subsidies were given as well to 'pakeha' denominational 
schools of Auckland. 
Thus private enterprise was heavily handicapped and 
herein lies the reason for the large proportion of denomin-i 
ational schools in Auckland as contrasted with the comparitive 
fewness of such schools in Wellington where they received 
no aid from the local government. 
Ten years later, the Auckland Provincial Council broadened 
the basis of its grants by making all 11 well conducted schools" 
eligible for them, but ---
The denominational system was by that time so well 
entrenched within the district that there were few 
private teachers who could carry on without at least 
. the semblance of organic association with one or 
other of the principal churches.1 







1. Anglican Schools: 
The first European school to ee established in New 
Zealand was the school at Pahia which had a total roll in 1831 
of 14 boys and 10 girls, being the children of the missionaries. 
This school was transferred to Waimate in 1838 where the roll 
increased to 38 boys and 18 girls excluding the infant 
department. The Blue Book of 1840 gives these schools as 
being under the charge of the Rev. R. Taylor (school for 
boys) and Mrs and Miss William (for girls). 
Before the end of 1842 Bishop Selwyn proceeded with 
plans for the foundation of the Collegiate Institution of 
St Johns which he hoped would be 11 the nursery of the 
ministry and the centre of all sound learning and religious 
education for the isl.ands of New Zealand11 • 1 This College 
comprised a theological seminary with separate day and 
boarding schools for English and Maori children and was 
intended to be the nucleus of an ambitious scheme of 
education extending over the entire diocese. 
The boys' school mentioned above in connection with 
the missionaries from this date became an integral part of 
the larger institution. In July 1843 the enrolment was: 
Students for Holy Orders 
English Boys' School 
Maori Boys' School 
••• 
••• . . . 
. . . 




In 1844 the institution was transferred to Tamaki, six 
1. History of St Johns' College -- Rev. J. K. Davis, p.10 





miles west of Auckland. In this area several hundred acres 
of ground was acquired and £3,000 spent on school buildings; 
an improvement in the affairs of the school resulted, and in 
1846 Selwyn reported a total roll of 130 scholars, 33 attending 
the English boy's school. 
In 1853 the Maori department was discontinued and the 
insti·t;ution was reorganised. The boy's school, however, was 
too far from Auckland to serve the needs of the townfolk and 
in consequence a new Grammar School was opened by the Church 
in 1855 in Karangahape Road. The first Anglican school in 
Auckland itself was the parochial school opened in September 
1842 in connection with the old St Pauls' Church in Manukau 
Road by the Vicar, Rev. J. F. Churton, LL.B. This school 
was conducted by a master and mistress, George and Sarah 
Lilly, and the 11 average number of children in constant 
attendance ••••• not less than 70. 111 
I have already noted the extensive interest taken by the 
missionaries in the education of the natives and their policy 
of Europeanising the Maori. To this end there was adopted the 
policy of establishing co-educational institutions for the 
two races. Thus in 1850 Bishop Selwyn founded St Stephens' 
College as a boarding school for both races and sexes of 
New Zealand and the islands of the Pacific. At first Maori 
girls were admitted but owing to insurmountable difficulties 
this part of the scheme was abandoned. The Europeans, however, 
preferred to send their children to their own schools and 
1. The Auckland Times, Dec. 22, 1842, quoted by A.G. Butchers 




hence, St. Stephens', despite the intention of the founder, 
assumed its main character of a school for Maori boys. 
Later on, especially after the institution of the system 
of Provincial grants for education, parochial schemes were 
established in the different parishes and districts. 
List of "aided" Anglican Schools in operation in 
Auckland in 1854.1 
Name 
St. Paul's Parochial 
St. Matthew's II 
St. Stephen's Boarding 
School for Natives 
St. Mark's Parochial 
Tamaki 
St. Peter's Parochial 
Onehunga 
St. John's Public 
Howick Public 
Less Native Pupils 






Rev. G.A. & Mrs Kissling 
H. W. St. Hill 
Mr & Mrs Wayland 
C. S. Abraham 












+ (For Further list of Anglican Schools to 1860 see Appendix B, 
see Table 3.) 
2. Wesleyan Schools: 
The general superintendent of Wesleyan Missions in 
Auckland was the Rev. Walter Lawry who arrived in New Zealand 
1. A. G. Butchers. "Young New Zealand" p.121. 
~ 
' ' 
in March 1844. He convened a public meeting on May 14, 1844, 
of those interested in the establishment of a native 
institution in Auckland. 
On October 7 of that year Governor Fitzroy made a grant 
23. 
of 6f acres of land1 in Grafton Road and a school was 
established in 1845, the first teachers being the Rev. Thomas 
Ruddle and H. H. Lawry. This school was merged in April 1845 
with a newer and larger institution which was established at 
Three Kings following a grant of 192 acres from the Government. 
Superintendent Lawry was even more concerned with the 
provision of schools for Europeans, and we read of him proposing 
that all Wesleyan missionaries in Australia and Fiji as well as 
New Ze_13.:J..and should _unite as joint p::r:'oprietors in a_scheme for 
the establishment of a College in Auckland for the education 
of their children. The result was, that in 1848 an area of 
81 acres was purchased in Upper Queen Street for £932 and 
buildings were erected thereon at a cost of £3,000. In 1850 
Mr. Fletcher, the headmaster, commenced his teaching and by 
1852 the roll stood at 70, including boarders and day pupils 
of both sexes. By 1856 owing to the opening of other 
educational institutions and later by the effect of the Maori 
Wars the attendance began to fall. Thus when the denominational 
grant system was abolished in 1867 the school was closed. 
The property which had been presented to the proprietors of the 
Church to be held in trust for educational purposes was 
leased for a time to the Rev. Robert Kidd, B.A., LL.D., who 
conducted a Collegiate School for boys for some years until 







his appointment in 1869 as first Headmaster of Auckland Grammar 
School with which his own school became merged. In 1877 this 
land was leased to the Auckland Education Board which 
established the Auckland Girls' High School. 
In the realm of general elementary education Superintend-
ent Lawry was also responsible for the enterprise of his 
church. He founded a Sunday School in the Wesleyan Church in 
High Street which had been established in 1844 and a day 
school was established soon afterwards. In 11 The New Zealander11 
of January 24, 1846, the following advertisement appeared: 1 
On January 19, 1846, the Wesleyan Public Day School was 
opened in the Mechanic's Institute for boys and girls. 
Terms: Spelling and reading, 3d. per week; writing and 
arithmetic (pens and ink supplied), 6d.; grammar, geography, 
book-keeping, drawing, etc. 8d." 
With the passing of the 1857 Education Act, the Wesleyan 
Church like the others, organised a number of district schools. 
The following table shows these schools and attendances for 
1862:-2 
School 
Three Kings Native 
Institution 
Wesley College 





Wesleyan Infant School 
Teacher 
Revo G. Stannard 
Rev. J. Fletcher 
Rev. A. French - - Miss 
Young (Asst.) 
Mr & Mrs Havelock 
Miss Hamerton 
Mr & Mrs W. Singer 











1. Quoted by A.G. Butchers. "Young New Zealand" p.122. 
2. 11 II " It 11 It 11 
25. 
3. Roman Catholic. 
When the Right Rev. Baptiste Pompallier -- Vicar General 
of Southern Oceania arrived in 1838 not only was he well 
supplied with funds1 but also with assistants. On his arrival 
he was accompanied by Father Servant and one lay catechist. 
In June 1839 three Marist Fathers and three catechists arrived 
and in December of the same year four more Marist Fathers 
arrived, bringing yet more funds. Finally, in June 1841, four 
Fathers and six catechist brothers arrived. As a consequence 
of such strength we find this Church vigorous in its efforts 
for the instruction of the younger population. In July 1841 
Bishop Pompallier visited Auckland and found some 300 or 400 
Irish Catholics already settled. Father Petitjean was sent 
to organise the work of his church amongst them and in 1841 
he opened the first English school in Auckland; if, as 
Butchers points out "a school conducted by a French priest 
attended by Irish children can rightly be called an English 
school."2 At first the school was conducted in a private 
house but following a grant of land from the government a 
small church was built and classes were held in that 
building. By 1842 the roll had increased to 80 and the 
1. The records of the 'l\ssociation·pour la Propagation de 
2. 
la Foi" show that the following·sums were placed at the 
disposal of the Bishop during the first six years of his 
work in New Zealand. 
1837 33,200 francs 
1838 52,181 It 
1839 78,000 ti 
1840 92,800 II "' 
1841 135,380 ti 
1842 190,542 II 
Quoted A.G. Butchers. "Young New Zealand" p.124. 
A.G. Butchers. "Young New Zealand," p.125. 
26. 
school was conducted by the first lay Catholic teachers in New 
Zealand, Patrick and Catherine Hennessy. In 1849, with the aid 
of a grant from Governor Grey a second school was opened at 
Takapuna under Mr R.H. Huntley. When the Bishop returned 
~rom a visit to the Holy See in 1850 he brought back with him 
a number of additional Irish and French priests and a band of 
seven Sisters of Mercy from the Convent of Carlow in Ireland. 
With such reinforcements a high and a parochial school was 
opened in Wyndham Street and both schools were immediately 
successful being attended by children of all denominations. 
Aided, also, by a grant from Governor Grey, a comprehensive 
institution was established at North Shore, comprising a girls' 
boarding school, an orphanage and a native school, a separate 
part being reserved for the children of the European 
catechists. In the course of time various suburban parishes 
were organised and state-aided parochial day schools made 
their appearance in every parish. The following is a list of 
the Roman Catholic schools existing in 1851. 
School 
St. Patrick's Parochial (Boys) 
St. Mary's Parochial (Girls) 
St. Mary's College 
Takapuna 
St. Josephs (Onehunga) 
St. Cecilia's, Otahuhu 
Panmure 
Howick 
Less Native Pupils 
Total European Pupils 
Teacher 
Ben Gittos 





Sgt. J. Cleary 

















Furthermore from 1850 to 1867, a number of additional schools 
were opened by the Sisters of Mercy in the several parishes at 
which a number of Protestant children attended. 
4. Presbyterian Schools. 
The Legislative Councillors who controlled the Ordinance 
of 1847 had been considerably annoyed by the 11 objectionablen 
language used by the Presbyterians in criticism of the 
ordinance and it can hardly be gainsaid that their criticism 
was justifiable. Bereft of governmental grant, this sect was 
forced to shift for itself in the matter of education (a 
matter with which it has always been intimately concerned in 
its long history in New Zealand) and consequently in 1855 steps 
-were -taken- to provide -a- school for -children of their own 
denomination. The services of Mr John Stables, a trained 
teacher of Edinburgh, were secured and the first school was 
opened in January, 1856, in Waterloo Quadrant and later in 
Symonds Street. A second school was established in Hobson 
Street by Mr and Mrs Alex Whyte. On January 12, 1863, under 
the auspices of the Presbyterian Church, the Auckland High 
School was opened with Farquhar Macrae as headmaster. This 
school was conducted with considerable success until 1871 
when the Rector was appointed Headmaster of Auckland Grammar 
School. Mr Macrae brought the majority of his scholars with 
him to the Grammar School and the fortunes of his old school 
dwindled. 
5. Undenominational District Schools 





number of schools were organised by the residents of country 
districts whose needs were not met by an;:;" one of the Churches. 
They were usually organised upon the basis of the teacher 
deriving half his remuneration from the pupils' fees and the 
other half from the Provincial grant in aid. The number of 
such schools existing in 1867 was very considerable. They too, 
however, received their death blow when the Provincial grants 
were withdrawn to the end of the year. 
6. The Proprietory Schools 
Complementary to these schools listed above there were 
private teachers who sought to earn a more or less precarious 
livelihood in competition with the State-aided denominational 
schools. It was an unequal struggle and many fell by the way 
but there were a few who won and held the practical support 
of the public. Prominent amongst these was Mr John Gorrie, 
whose school 'The Auckland Academy' was conducted from 1848 
to 1860, at first temporarily in Shortland Street then 
permanently in Chancery Street at the rear of the old Custom 
House and Post Office. A Mrs Woolly conducted a school for 
11 young ladies 11 from 1848 to 1860 -- first at "Prospect House 11 
and later at "Hanover House" Wakefield Street. Two preparatory 
schools were also well supported. One for 11 young gentlemen" 
conducted by Mrs Kinnear 11Fuchsia Cottage, 11 Windsor Terrace, 
and the other for young ladies of a tender age conducted by 
Mrs Wakefield in Princes~street. Another was the school 
conducted by Mr S. Kempthorne after 1849 "on Church of England 
principles" and continued until the opening of Parnell 
Grammar School in 1855. 
Other less successful schools conducted during the 
period 1840 to 1860 as mentioned by Butchers will be found 










D. Private Schools in Wellington. 
1. Proprietory Schools 
The actual reason for the omission of any provision for 
education in the original plan of the settlement is not very 
clear. Probably it was because Wakefield knew from his own 
experience the troubles that would follow the setting aside of 
Church reserves for education in a community of mixed 
denominations and furthermore he knew that any scheme for 
purely secular schooling, directly controlled by the State, 
would find little favour with his upper class English 
promoters who could find no precedent for such a system in 
their own experience. 
So it came about that Wellington, with no educational 
reserves, no State assistance for denominational 
schools, and no friendly contacts with the mission 
schools, developed a collection -- it would be misleading 
to call it a system -- of private schools catering 
for those able to pay fees.1 
Even as late as 1872 there were no common or public schools in 
the town of Wellington. 
Miss Annie Marie Smith and a Miss Tilke were the first 
to found schools in Wellington. The former, after serving 
some time as governess to the daughters of Mr Jabez Allen, 
storekeeper of Petone, founded a little school for girls 
there and later transferred it to the Terrace in Wellington 
itself about 1841. Miss Tilke came out with Miss Evans, the 
doctor's wife, under some definite arrangement to conduct an 
infant school at Port Nicholson, and for about a year she 
taught at Thorndon in a long clay-built house with a thatched 









roof. Another school was established by Mr and Mrs Henry 
Buxton. On Mr Buxton's death, his wife and daughter 
conducted the school in a house in Tinakori Road from 1850 
onwards. 
Here in the kitchen, the good old dame taught the 
infants (boys and girls) while the senior (girls 
only) received instruction from Miss Sophia in the 
parlour. But if any senior girls wanted French, 
they had to go to Mrs Buxton in the kitchen to 
get it.1 
Other early lady teachers whose schools were not very 
long lived are given in the following table: 2 
Teacher Location Type Date 
Mr Miss Wakefield Tinakori Rd. Girls 1841 
Mrs Young Ingestre St. Girls 1842 
Mrs George The Terrace -- 1845 
(later Mrs Domett) 
Mrs Harvey Lambton Quay Girls 1847 
Governess Mudgway Te Aro Infants 
31. 
The first male teacher was Mr Charles Grace who 
established his Wellington Academical Institution on October 
5, 1840 under the patronage of Dr Evans and Colonel Wakefield. 
Some time later the school was housed in a substantial brick 
building at Kumutoto near the beach. The fees for the 
institution ranged from two to four guineas per quarter for 
day pupils; £8 to £12 for boarders (day boarders half fees); 
French and Italian extra. In his advertisement the proprietor 
1. A.G. Butchers. nyoung New Zealand" p.130. 





said he would ••••• "devote two hours each day to the 
improvement of young ladies. In instructing them the great 
object of Mr Grace will be to accustom them to think, which 
is unfortunately too little attended to in female education." 
Despite these advertisements, his pupils were not above the 
elementary stages and after about a year he sold up the 
property. 
On June 6, 1842, was opened the first public school in 
Wellington but it lasted for two years only. The enterprise 
was promoted by the Wellington Mechanics Institute Committee 
and the syllabus included "the three R's, geography, algebra, 
geometry and the elements of the physical sciences; 11 the 
fees being 6d. a week for the three R's and 9d. for the lot. 
At the end of the first year the roll stood at 68 pupils and 
the school received a grant of land in Lambton Quay and a 
grant of £40. In 1844 the school was forced to close down 
and Mr. Edwards, the headmaster, conducted a small 
boarding school at Karori for a time. Rule, his predecessor 
to the headship of the school already mentioned, made an 
abortive attempt to run a rival institution to the Mechanic's 
school which he called the 11 High School 'J ~ The field was 
now open for Mr Charles Hinchcliffe who had already.been 
teaching in Sydney Street for about a year, and who now took 
over Rule's former premises$ He had from 40 to 50 pupils 
till 1847. A more permanent institution was that founded by 
William Finnemore. About 1845 or 1846 he opened a school in 
Willis Street, where but for two brief interruptions, he 
taught successfully for over twenty years. His fees were 
£1: 1: - per quarter, Latin and French extra, and at the 
peak period of his school the total attendance was 80. 
Unable to withstand the strong competition,,, of younger rivals 
this school was forced to close down in 1869. 
The schools mentioned above were all elementary in 
character, but there were, also, a few fairly successful 
secondary schools. The Rev. Dr. Marshall, assisted by Mr 
w. C. Holmes, an English trained teacher from Canterbury 
opened, in Hawkestone St. in 1850 a day and boarding school 
known as "The Wellington Grammar School" where the attendance 
rose to 30 or 40 boys. The Rev. Edwin Wheeler opened the 
"Te Aro Grammar School 11 which was of the same date and type 
33. 
as that of the Rev. Wm. Marshall and was conducted in a 
building formerly used by Jay and Jabez Clark. In 1855 Marshall 
- -- -- - --- - --- ----- - - --- ---
went to Napier whither Wheeler seems to have followed him 
about a year later. In 1857 Mr J. G. s. Grant from Dunedin, 
endeavoured to fill the vacancy with his "Wellington Academy"; 
occupying the Wesleyan school building in Manners Street. 
However, his fees were prohibitive and his school was a failure. 
A more successful school, the nwellington Commercial and 
Grammar School" was opened by Mr Edward Toomath and was 
successfully conducted from 1857 to 1870. 
2. Denominational Schools: 
For the numerous reasons (see above) including the 
opposition of Mr Alfred Domett to the Ordinance of 1847 the 
denominational schools in Wellington were few in number. 
Here again, whatever church enterprise there was in the 








Catholic and Anglican Churches. 
The Wesleyan Church was first in the field with a Sunday 
school opened in March, 1842, under Mr Cayley, a ship's 
carpenter by trade. This man was later appointed teacher of 
the Wesleyan day school opened in Manners Street on June 8, 
1846. Owing to the pressure of competition this school was 
closed down in 1850. A Roman Catholic school was established 
by the Rev. Father O'Reilly in December 1847, in Boulcott 
Street. Mr. James Fryer was the teacher and about 40 or 50 
attended including a number of Protestant children, probably 
attracted by the advertisement of this new "Classical and 
Elementary" school which read, 
Should any of our beloved dissentient brethren please 
to entrust their children to our care, and wish them 
not to be partakers if these religious exercises which 
occasionally will take place ••••• the wishes of such 
children will be strictly adhered to.1 
One year after the arrival of the first Catholic Bishop 
of Wellington, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Viard in May 1850, another 
school was opened in Hill Street and was a success from the 
start. In 1876 both the Boulcott Street and the Hill Street 
schools were taken over by the Marist order. A Convent 
school was also opened in Hill Street about 1852 and has been 
conducted without a break until the present. 
In July 1842 Bishop Selwyn wrote to his friends in England 
At Wellington everything will have to be begun. There 
appears to be neither school nor chapel connected with 
the Church, nor provision for either.2 
1. A.G. Butchers, "Young New Zealandn p.134. 







And it was not until 1857 that the Church of England Educational 
Society was founded in Wellington. This body for many years 
controlled the two Wellington Church Schools. The first, 
St. Paul's, was erected on a site given by Governor Grey and 
was opened by a Mr Robert Wadsworth and began with a roll of 
35. This was increased to 105 by the next year and in 1853, 
under a new headmaster, Mr Toomath, the school was organised 
into three departments; junior, middle and senior with an 
ascending scale of fees. For the next few years the school 
went through a very difficult period; having four headmasters 
in a very short time but finally the affairs of the school 
prospered under Mr Wm. Mowbray who remained at the head for 
over forty years. The second Anglican school was conducted by 
_Mr_ W.-H. Holmes._ I-t_was called St. :eeter---' S--schooL and-was 
opened in Ghuznee Street, Te Aro, in April 1854. Both these 
schools came under the Education Board in 1873 and eventually 
became part of the national system. 
In order to further the work of the three main 
denominations in education the government of the day adopted 
a policy similar in character but more limited in scope as was 
formulated in Auckland. Each of these denominations 
received a grant from Sir George Grey upon the usual trust 
for educational purposes. In 1848, the Church of England 
received an endowment of 500 acres at Porirua, and Butchers~ 
states that this was a gift of the Ngatitahikawa tribe to 
Bishop Selwyn for the establishment of a college similar to 
St. John's College at Tamaki, and was to be known as Trinity 









College. However, this college was never established. 
In 1852, the Wesleyans received an area of 76 acres in 
Wellington of which they sold 70 acres to the Provincial 
Government for a park instead of establishing a school thereon. 
In the same year the Catholics received an acre of land in 
Wellington with a building erected upon it for the education 
and training of Maori and half caste girls and was known as 










E. Private Schools in Nelson. 
In this settlement we find the first indication of the 
secular trend in education in New Zealand; a trend which was 
to become increasingly apparent as the years passed by and one 
which was to reach fruition in the 1877 Act. In this settle-
ment, as in all the settlements in New Zealand, the various 
denominations saw education as a function worthy of their 
efforts but for many reasons, not the least of which was the 
vigorous growth of the Public School System, the majority of 
denominational schools never took root in Nelson. 
Under the terms of purchase one-sixth of the amount paid 
for land in the Nelson settleme.:nt was to be held by the New 
Zeal_and DoID:R@Y . in _trus_t fol' :r.en.dering it tlattracti"lle.lt _Of_ 
the fund so provided 30 per cent. was to be devoted to 
education. Owing, however to the unfinancial position of the 
Company, it was not for many years, and then only in consequence 
of legal action taken by the settlers, that any advantage was 
derived from that source. When such help was made available, 
however, it was devoted to the provision of higher education 
and no part of it was available for elementary schools. In the 
beginning what help the settlers had was but their own. 
Nine weeks after the arrival of the first ships in 1842, 
the newspaper the 'Nelson Examiner and New Zealand Chronicle' 
in its third issue states that Mr J. Wilson advertises to 
"his friends and the inhabitants of Nelson in general that 
he intends opening a school ••••• on Monday next, 4th Apri1. 111 







Butchers records that a Miss Huxham opened the first ladies' 
private school in June of the same year, and then pithily 
states that the Nelson settlers were of no mind to leave the 
education of their children to the vagaries of private 
enterprise. This may have been one reason for the establish-
ment of the public school system or perhaps it was due to the 
severity of the hardships and difficulties confronting the 
Nelson settlers that a greater measure of co-operation was 
necessary in all matters of colonization including education 
than it was in any other colony. Whatever the real reason 
the fact remains the Nelson settlers organised the first 
system of public schools in New Zealand. The basic principle 
of this system was "an elementary school to be open to the 
children of all, without regard to the religious opinion of 
the parents, in which no sectarian views whatever should be 
taught, and that the Bible, when read, should be read without 
note or comment. 111 Such a school was established in 
September 1842, by a locally formed branch of the British 
and Foreign School Society. Shortly prior to this, however, 
another school of a somewhat similar character had been 
established by a number of Non-Conformists who formed 
themselves into what became known as the Nelson School 
Society. This Society, which was later incorporated, adopted 
almost wholly the rules of the British and Foreign School 
Society, and with it the local branch of the Society became 
merged. Beginning first in Nelson itself, the Society 
systematically extended its field of operations to take in the 
1. Board. Jubilee History of Nelson (1892), p.155, quoted 








outlying districts and gradually built up an educational 
organisation that grew with the needs of the settlement. 
39· 
The usual plan was to organise, first a Sunday School, and 
later a day school in the chosen locality. These schools, 
although catering for a larger section of the school than 
the schools run by the denominations or by individuals found 
it necessary to charge fees -- but fees in name only. By 
resolution of the Committee dated 24th December, 1846, the 
fees were fixed at 
3d. per week when ciphering is taught, 2d. when only 
reading and writing are taught; provided nevertheless 
that not more thi:µ1 6d. per week be received from any 
family; provided also that any member of the 
Committee have power to furnish ticke.ts for the free 
admission of any child, in cases of family distress, 
sickness, etc. -- reporting such cases at the next 
CQmmij;_te_e_ mae:ting. __ N_o_c_hild_ t_o _b_e_p_ermitted _to ___________ _ 
attend the day school without producing the usual 
fee, or a ticket, on the Monday morning. 1 
There were in addition a number of denominational schools 
organised in the Nelson settlement; but as mentioned above 
they never took permanent root. The Wesleyan at one time 
had three, of which only that in Nelson itself survived. 
Governor Grey dispensed a special grant of £30 to the Rev. S. 
Ironside for the construction of this school in 1852, but in 
1857 this·school became part of the Provincial System. 
Similarly a Lutheran school established at Ranzau (Waimea) 
for the German settlers by the Rev. J. w. Heine, and taught 
by Mr J. Weiergang, became later part of the Provincial System. 
The four Church of England schools which in time were 
forced to the larger system, were maintained partly from fees 








and subscripttions and partly with assistance from the funds 
of the Church, suplemented by grants from the Bishop and the 
Government at Auckland. These schools were situated at 
Nelson, Waimea Village, Lower Wakefield and Motueka being 
used also for church purposes and were all that resulted 
from Bishop Selwyn's intended educational system. In 1842, 
when Selwyn first visited Nelson, he left behind the Rev. 
4o. 
C. L. Reay to be the first Vicar of the Parish. Returning a 
year later, and bringing with him the Rev. H.F. Butt, he 
found an Anglican school established by Mr Reay which he 
reorganised and placed under Mr Butt's care as the Bishop's 
school. About April 1848, after Mr Reay's departure, Mr Butt 
became incumbent of the parish and in a report furnished in 
September 18, 1848, to the Colonial Secretary, he states 
that the Bishop's ~cheme is no longer practicable: 
11 Tbe Grammar School is in abeyance for want of a teacher. 111 
This need was met in an unexpected fashion by the arrival of 
Thomas Arnold, M.A., son of Dr Arnold of Rugby and from 
February to October 1849, Arnold taught in the Bishop's 
Grammar School. On January 3, 1854, however, we find the 
Rev. H.F. Butt writing: 
It is with sorrow and regret that we are compelled to 
state that our school in Nelson bas been closed for 
some time past although it was one of the earliest 
in the settlement. 2 
Assistance was given by the Superintendent and the school was 
reopened. With the advent of the Provincial system 
1. A.G. Butchers. "Young New Zealand p.144. 
2. Ibid. 
the Bishop's school alone remained as a denominational school 
for the Church of England, the remaining Church schools 
being merged into the Provincial system. 
41. 
The Roman Catholics, however, succeeded in establishing 
a school system which developed side by side with that of the 
Society upon an equally broad basis, in that no religious 
instruction was given during the ordinary school hours, the 
Catholic children being taught religion either before or 
after school. The first Catholic school in Nelson was opened 
in July 1851 with the arrival of Father Moreau. Miss O'Dowd 
was the teacher, the attendance on opening day being 19 boys 
and 20 girls. In the following year the roll stood at 49 and 
a separate teacher was appointed to teach the boy's side. 
About this time Father Gavin established a boarding school 
of which he took personal charge, and Father Moreau taught 
French, Latin and Mathematics to the senior pupils. Later in 
1870-71 a convent with high and parochial schools for girls, 
as well as industrial schools for both boys and girls was 
established. These schools were conducted by the Sisters of 
the Mission. 
In "Young New Zealand", p.145, Butchers says of these 
schools: 
The standard of efficiency was unusually high and the 
schools, like the public schools,+ were known by the 
name of their founder, as Father Gavin's schools. Un-
questionably the efficiency and public character of 
these schools, as well as the tact and personal 
popularity of Father Gavin, went far to secure for the 
+ Refers to Matthew Campbell, treasurer of the Nelson 
School Society 1844-1884 after whom the schools were 







~, - \ 
Catholic population in 1857 that practical consideration 
of their special views on religious education which 
resulted in the establishment of the Nelson 'separated 
schools' as a regular part of the Provincial School 
system. 
42. 
With regard to the provision for higher education the New 
Zealand Company eventually paid over to the trustees appointed 
under the 11 Nelson Trust Funds Act 1854" the sum of £20,578:-:6 
in full and final settlement of the claims of the settlers. 
The Nelson College was opened in April 7, 1856, and in 1861 
the permanent building was occupied. The breadth of spirit 
which moved the founders of the College can be seen in the 
following clause from the Deed of Foundation of the College: 
The funds of the Institution having arisen from the 
contributions of persons of different religious 
persuasions, creed cannot be admitted as a disqualification 
either as regards teachers or pupils.1 
This school unlike other institutions of its time in many 
respects also found it necessary to charge fees and in that 
way for a time became selective. 
The following is a facsimile of the original advertisement 
of the College which appeared in the 'Nelson Examiner' of 
March 22, 1856. 2 
NELSON COLLEGIATE SCHOOL 
The Board of trustees of the Nelson trust fund are 
enabled to announce that they have:.::imade arrangements 
for opening the above school (based on unsectarian 
principles) on Monday, the 7th April, next .. 
Headmaster:- Rev. J.C. Bagshaw, M.A. (Brasenose 
College, Oxford) 
Terms: Day scholars, £6 per annum. 
Payments to be made quarterly in advance. 
Applications for admission to be made to the Headmaster, 
from whom further information may be obtained, at the 
School house, Manuka Street (the late residence of 
Mr. Mabin) 
The Headmaster will be prepared to receive a limited 
number of boarders and day boarders. 
A.G. JENKINS, Secretary. 
22nd March, 1856. 




F. Private Schools in Canterbury. 
1. Anglican Schools: The endowment set aside for 
religious and educational purposes out of the proceeds of 
the sale of Canterbury lands was to be one third. As the 
price was fixed at £3 an acre it followed that: 
as there were a million acres for sale, a million 
pounds would thus be raised for the endowment of a 
bishopric, for the building of churches and parsonages, 
for the erection and equipment of a University, and 
for an ample supply of schools and schoolmasters. 1 
43. 
In 1855 the Canterbury Association, finding itself in 
financial straits, took the dubious expedient of paying the 
money over to itself for the purchase of an endowment of land 
for the objects of the trust. This measure, at the time, 
served only to place the capital beyond the reach of the 
settlers for the endowment provision of schools and also 
churches. Thus: 
The high price of their land had already taxed the 
resources of the settlers to the utmost and it was 
consequently difficult to raise money by public 
subscription for purposes for which they felt they 
had already made generous allowance.2 
Thus in Canterbury, which was the most richly endowed Province, 
there was the paradoxical position, that with the exception 
of the Canterbury College and Grammar School the settlers 
had to rely for many years upon private enterprise for the 
education of their children. For instance, a Mro Ebenezer 
Hay, who was in Canterbury in 1843, is said to have taken a 
keen interest in educational matters and built a district 
school on his own land at Pigeon Bay. Mr J. W. Gillespie 
1. Purchas. "Bishop Harper" p.32. 








and Mr W. S. Fitzgerald, later Principal of Dunedin Training 
College, were first brought out to New Zealand by Mr Hay. It 
is also recorded that members of the Rhodes family as well as 
44. 
a number of others, were generous in assisting various districts 
to obtain schools in the early days, in a similar manner. 
The traditional date for the establishment of the "College 
and Grammar School" is given by the Christ's College Prospectus 
of 1946 and the School List of 1935 as 1850. The schoolmaster, 
who was appointed in England before the colonists set out, was 
the Rev. Henry Jacobs, M.A. (later Dean Jacobs). He arrived on 
the "Sir George Seymour" at Lyttelton on December 17, 1850, and 
there is no record of classes having been conducted on board 
ship. Thus if 1850 is taken as the date of foundation the 
establishment of the institution must have been accomplished 
during the turmoil of- landing in a new country, as well as the 
Christmas and New Year Festivities -- a truly laudable achieve-
ment. However, whether 1850 or 1851 the school was duly 
opened in two rooms in the Immigration Barracks at Lyttelton. 
Dean Jacobs was "Classical Professor" and Mr C. A. Calvert, 
B.A., "Mathematical Tutor". The former was headmaster of the 
Grammar School assisted by Mr w. C. Holmes. 1 ' 2 
1 • Estimate of "Expenditure to be provided for during 1851" 
for the Canterbury Settlement. 
SALARIES: Jacobs 
Holmes (Grammar School) 
Calvert (Grammar School) 
Toomah (Elementary School) 
Miss Simpson (Girls' School) 
Miss Ransom (Girls' School) 
Allowance For School and Fittings 
SIGNED: G. A. NEW ZEALAND 
THOMAS JACKSON 








2. From a Despatch dated 4th Feb. 1851, J.R. Godley to 
Secretary Canterbury Association, Jan. 6, 1851 as quoted 




Early in 1852 the College and Grammar School were 
transferred to Christchurch and were housed in the parsonage 
of St. Michael's and to which a room 17 ft. by 16 ft. was 
45. 
added for a schoolroom. In 1854 Mr F. Thomson was appointed 
assistant master in the Grammar School, which was the only 
part of the institution in operation, the Collegiate department 
being defunct by this time. 
In the previous year the new Provincial Council constituted 
the College and endowed it with no less than one-fifth of the 
total lands acquired by the Association for endowment 
purposes.1,2 Thus not quite three years after the arrival 
of Dean Jacobs the educational plans of the settlers were 
accomplished by the establishment of this "Public School on 
the Plan of the Great Public Schools of England, the course 
of instruction to resemble as closely as possible that at 
Westminster, Eton, Winchester and Harrow.3 
1 • 
The Deed of Foundation dated 1855 reads: 4 
There have been several interesting pieces of 
legislation with regard to this College (the oldest 
secondary school in New Zealand). Perhaps the most 
interesting is the Christ's College Ordinance 
Amendment Act 1918 by which the government of the 
College is vested in a governing body consisting of 
a Warden and eighteen Fellows. The Bishop of 
Christchurch is ex officio Warden of the College. 
2. The spacious playing areas of the College on Hagley 
Park came from this source. 
3. Christ's College School List, 1935, p.25. 










We do hereby found the said college to the honour 
and glory of the eternal and ever Blessed Trinity 
for the propagation of the Most Holy Christian 
Religion as it is now professed and taught by the 
United Church of England and Ireland, and for the 
promotion of sound piety and useful learning, more 
especially within the said province of Canterbury. 
46. 
The section is in contrast to the unsectarian spirit which 
pervades the corresponding deed of Nelson College. 
The course of instruction as outlined in the Lyttelton 
Times of 8th March, 1851 was to include, 
The Greek and Latin Classics, Ancient and Modern 
History, Ecclesiastical History, and Geography, 
Arithmetic, Algebra and Euclid, Vocal Music, 
Drawing and French; and above all the Doctrines of 
the Christian Religion, as expounded by the 
United Church of England and Ireland. 
The terms were fixed at Two guineas per quarter, in 
advance, to commence on "Lady Day" and 2/6d. (lower forms) 
5/- (upper forms) for the use of books; and for the 
Preparatory School 1/- per pupil per week. 
An Anglican elementary school was opened in Christchurch 
on July 20, 1851, in connection with the old Church of St. 
Michael. 
1. 
The foundation of St. Michael's and All Angels small 
though the beginning was, was immediately followed by 
the opening of a primary day school, the mother school 
of St. Michael's, and the only primary school in 
Christchurch at that time and for some little time 
after ••••••• The first master appointed to the schools 
was Mr Bilton. He was followed by Mr Prince, who in 
turn was succeeded by Mr Hawley, who arrived in the 
"Cashmere", Mrs Hawley having charge of the girls. 
During this period the school perhaps reached its highest 
part of success, both for sound education and as regards 
numbers, upwards of 400 pupils being enrolled.1 
From the Souvenir and Handbook of St. Michael's and All 
Angels' Church, Christchurch," pub. Dec. 15, 1913, as 
quoted in "Young New Zealand" p.159. 
In February 1851 a Church Commercial School was opened 
in Lyttelton and was a co-educational school for children 
above the age of six and below the age of 14. The terms 
for the higher classes were 6d. each week and the lower 
classes 3d. per week. The course of instruction was to 
include 11 The History and Geography of the Old and New 
Testaments, the Church Catechism, Reading and Writing, 
Arithmetic, Modern Geography and Vocal Music." 
Needlework was taught to the girls, and the boys 
received instruction in the elements of Mechanics, Natural 
Philosophy, Land Surveying, Mensuration, Linear and Figure 
drawing. About this time also, evening classes were 
conducted by Messrs. Toomath and Holmes on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 7-8. 
47. 
After the arrival of Bishop Harper and the enactment of 
the first Canterbury Education Ordinance in 1857 a considerable 
number of Anglican Schools were established. 
In 1858 St. Lukes Infant School was started in 
Christchurch and by 1863 the Lyttelton Parochial School, the 
Lyttelton Infant School, and schools at Kaiapoi, Rangiora, 
Akaroa and Okain's Bay were well established. 
2. Wesleyan Efforts: With characteristic vigour the 
adherents of this denomination aided in the provision of 
education and by 1853 had chapels and schools in both 
Christchurch and Lyttelton. It has been claimed that a 
member of this Church, Mr John Broughton, held the honour of 









schoolmaster, but this claim has not been substantiated. He 
was, however, the donor in 1853 of a site in High Street upon 
which the first Wesleyan Church was erected, and aided by a 
grant of £80 p.a. from the Government, a day school was 
established in connection with this church. Mr Saunders 
was appointed teacher and on his retirement was succeeded 
by Mr Cumberworth, during whose tenure in the sixties the 
school was shifted to Durham Street Church. After 1857 when 
the Government, under the Education Ordinance, made grants 
available to denominational schools, additional Wesleyan 
schools were established at Kaiapoi, Woodend, Papanui and 
St. Albans. 
3. Presbyterian Schools: After 1857, like the other 
denominations in Canterbury, the Presbyterians began actively 
to establish schools of their own and on November 15, 1858, 
the congregation of St. Andrews' Church, opened the 
"Christchurch Boys' High School 11 in Oxford Terrace and was 
later moved to the site of the present West Christchurch 
District, High School. The first master of the school was 
Mr McEwan1 and the school was continued until 1873. In that 
year the school was sold to the Canterbury Education Board 
and became the West Christchurch District School. 2 
1. In passing it is interesting to note a curious 
coincidence in connection with the appointment. A 
leading educationist in Dunedin during the 50's was 
John McGlashan who married Isabella McEwan. In 1918 
a Presbyterian School for boys was established, called 
John McGlashan College, a brother School of St. Andrews', 
and the ceremonial garb of the College is the McEwan 
tartan. 
2. The Presbyterians were to wait almost half a century before 
another school of their denomination was established. It 










Another Presbyterian School was the Lyttelton High School 
for boys and girls. Its first headmaster was Mr Ferguson and 
in 1862 the Instructor of Schools reported it to be "one of 
the most efficient educational establishments in the Province". 
Further Presbyterian Schools, mainly primary, were established 
at North and South Christchurch, Kaiapoi, Akaroa, Arowhenua 
and Lincoln. 
4. Roman Catholic Schools: At first this denomination 
was not fully organised and in consequence did not benefit by 
the 1857 Ordinance. At last, in 1864, St. Joseph's School, 
the first Roman Catholic School in Canterbury, was opened in 
Lichfield Street, East Christchurch, by the efforts of Father 
Chatagnier. It was transferred in 1869 to another building in 
Barbadoes Street. In 1868, a second school was opened for 
girls by the Sisters of Our Lady, and a third one in 1872 by 
Father Ecuyer. 
5. Others: There were other schools opened in the 
Province during this period. In the main they were schools 
organised by the residents of country districts, e.g. Mr E. 
Hay but there were a number of private schools in the largest 
centres. Butchers gives the following summary in his section 
on Canterbury Schools, p.164, "Young New Zealand." 
At the time of the Tancred Commission 1863, whose report 
resulted in the repeal of the Ordinance of 1857 and the 
institution of a Board of Education and establishment 
of public district schools, there were in existence in 
Canterbury some 37 schools receiving State aid. Of 
these, 21 belonged to the Church of England, 9 to the 
Presbyterians and 7 to the Wesleyans. Of the total 
number 8 were in Christchurch, 5 in Lyttelton, and the 
remainder in country districts. There were in addition 
as many as 22 purely private schools (10 in Christchurch, 
3 in Lyttelton, making a total of 57 in the Province. 
Classified according to their curriculum, the commission 
adjudged 13 to be 'Superior," 33 'ordinary," and the 









G. PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN OTAGO. 
The experience of Canterbury with regard to educational 
endowment was but a repetition of the affairs in Otago. By 
the "Terms of Purchase 111 the price of land within the 
settlement was placed at £2 an acre and one-eighth of the 
entire proceeds from land sales was to be set aside for 
"religious and educationaln purposes. This money, however, 
was invested in settlement land by way of endowment for the 
purposes named. The property so purchased was vested in 
the Presbyterian Church of Otago, but wherf the responsibility 
for public education in 1853 devolved upon the Provincial 
Council, the endowment was beyond the reach of the 
authorities for educational purposes. It was fortunate, 
however, that the company had advanced £3,500 against the 
fund and this was used for the erection of a school house, 
church, and for the provision of a teacher. The first 
school connected with the Province of Otago, was conducted on 
board the "Philip Laing" by Mr. James Blackie in 1848. After 
completion, the school house was his work room. 
In July 1849 the Kirk Session decided to institute a 
fee from two to three shillings per quarter. 
In 1850, when the New Zealand Company surrendered its 
charter the colonists were thrown completely on their own 
resources. A public meeting held and it was decided to raise 
money by public subscription and to proceed with the 
establishment of a :small school in each district. As the 
1. The agreement between the Otago Association and the 





people were preponderantly Scottish or Presbyterian, it was 
only natural that these schools should be organised upon the 
Scottish national schools, in which religious instruction 
upon Presbyterian lines formed an integral part of the 
curriculum, and it is interesting to note that during the 
pBriod under discussion only one other denominational school 
existed. 
In addition to the Central School a small school for 
girls was established in Walker Street by Miss Peterson and 
another by Mr Gebbie in North East Valley. In 1854 these two 
were married, and Mr Gebbie opened a school in the church at 
East Taieri. The Walker Street institution lapsed but other 
teachers succeeded Mr Gebbie in N. E. Valley. In October 
1853 the Green Island School was established under Mr Thomas 
Bell and is now the oldest primary school in Otago. 
As early as 1849 a small private elementary school was 
conducted at Port Chalmers by Mr Bramly and one for infants 
by Miss Johnson. The Port Chalmers public school was not 
opened until 1856. Other Otago schools which date from 
1856-58 and which became part of the Provincial system 
include Arthur Street School, East Taieri School, Waikari 
School, Anderson's Bay, West Taieri School. After the 
McGlashan Ordinance of 1856 no funds were available from 
the Presbyterian endowments for public education but the 
Presbyterian character of what were in those days public 
schools was strictly safeguarded. No one could be appointed 
as a teacher unless he presented a certificate from his 

























instruction and all parents had the right to impeach the 
soundness of a teacher's doctrine before the school committee. 
Thus for the first twelve years the school system was semi-
public. Although maintained partly out of Provincial 
revenues and partly by fees levied on all pupils it was, to 
all intents and purposes, under the effective control of the 
Presbyterian Church alone. 
The only private denominational school in Otago during 
these early years was a Roman Catholic School opened in 1864 
in old St. Joseph's Church under Mr Shepherd (boys) and 
Miss Campion (girls). 
About 1855 there was an abortive attempt to launch "The 
Dunedin Academy" but a private school conducted by Mr John 
Shaw in Albany Street in the 60's; this met with considerable 
success. 
With the tremendous influx of free immigration consequent 
on the gold mining boom, a new condition of affairs arose, 
including the rapid secularization of the school system. 
It would appear that the school system was not designed for 
rapid growth and for a time could not cope with the increased 
school population; thus in matters educational, reliance 
was again placed on small private schools which sprang up. 
For example: 
About four months ago (1864), M:rsO'Rafferty, wife 
of a surveyor in this city, pitying the aad ease of 
those children whom she noticed running idle in 
the streets, altogether uneducated, untrained and 
uncared for, rented a small apartment in St. Andrew 
Street, secured the services of a very competent 
female teacher (Miss Connely, who was succeeded in 
r 
\ 
the following year by Mrs Whatman, and on her own 
responsibility and at her own charge, opened a 
Free school for these children. 1 
This work developed rapidly and in the following year 
larger premises were secured for the first school in Bath 
Street, and a second free school established in Walker Street; 
while a third w~s being planned for Pelichet Bay (Logan 
Park). Other ladies became interested in the movement and 
the Provincial Government was induced to bear practically 
the whole expense of the Bath Street School, leaving the 
others to the management of the ladies' committees and the 
generosity of the public. 






H. THE PRIVATE SCHOOL IN THE SMALLER PROVINCES: 
As stated before, the struggles to provide education in 
the larger provinces repeated itself on a smaller scale in 
54-. 
the smaller and later ones. The country districts of the 
Wellington Province, including Wanganui, endeavoured to 
establish little community schools under the Provincial 
education laws, but to some extent reliance was placed on 
denominational efforts. Hawkes Bay, on the other hand, under 
the stimulus of Alfred Domett, built up a public education 
system comparable to that of Nelson, and thus is of little 
concern for this thesis. War-harassed Taranaki, with its 
Non-Conformist population, relied on private and denominational 
efforts, while the needs of Westland goldfield population 
were met also by private and denominational schools, chiefly 
Roman Catholic. Marlborough and the rural districts of 
Southland laboured under the difficulties of lack of funds 
and scattered population, and finally adopted Nelson and 
Otago respectively as models. 
1. Wanganui and Coun:bry Districts: 
With the return of the settlers in 184-7 after the Maori 
Wa:rs, a small school was established in connection with the 
Anglican Church supported by funds provided by Bishop 
Selwyn. It was a free school attended by about 13 pupils. 
In addition there was a native school with an average 
attendance of 20, while on Sundays a Mrs Taylor conducted a 
school for 39 European pupils. Furthermore, the Church 
Missionary Society had two schools with an average attendance 


















On July 8, 1852, a bigger plan was implemented and 
Governor Grey promised a grant of 250 acres for the endowment 
of a school. The Crown Grant for this area was dated October 
13, 1852, and such was the beginning of Wanganui Collegiate 
School. The school was intended to be an industrial school 
for both native and European children of all classes, and 
for the poor and destitute children of all races of the 
Pacific and the endowment was expressly given to Bishop 
55. 
Selwyn. The endowment, however, was diverted to other purposes, 
and the school developed into a great publicly endowed 
denominational secondary school which in time refused the 
Government free holders as pupils. The long detailed history 
of the concern of Parliament over such misinterpretation of 
the original grant is too involved to be considered in such a 
short space. Sufficient to say that it has been the subject 
of many special Committees and Royal Commissions. 
Another Church of England school was founded or 
continued by Bishop Abraham and conducted by the Rev. W. H. 
St. Hill both for boarders and day scholars. Before this a 
school was conducted by a Captain Martin but whether it was 
a private venture or under the supervision of the Bishop 
remains in doubt. 
The first Roman Catholic schools in Wanganui were 
established about 1864 by Father Renzant. In 1873 the 
Wanganui Catholic School was placed under the Wellington 
Education Board along with the Wanganui Anglican Parochial 
School and two Anglican and two Catholic Schools of 




















however, the arrangement terminated in two years and the school 
became a purely denominational school. The former Anglican 
School was permanently absorbed in the national system. 
2. Private Schools in Hawkes Bay: 
In 1864 Mr William Marshall who had already opened a 
public school opened a private school called the Napier 
Grammar School which he carried on until 1872, and sometime 
later this school became merged with the Boys' High School. 
With regard to the religious denominations the Anglicans 
were the first to arrive, the Roman Catholic mission being 
next, about 1852. In 1859 the newly established Provincial 
Council passed an Education Act which provided£ for£ for 
all schools which complied with the conditions laid down. 
The result was that all denominations there received an equal 
start and the work of establishing schools went rapidly ahead. 
In 1864 a Roman Catholic convent was built in readiness 
for the coming of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions 
and was occupied in February, 1865. 
From 1862-67 a Presbyterian School was kept by Mr w. 
Thompson and from 1866 St. John's Anglican School was conducted 
by Mr Wm. Hudson. 
By 1869 the number of aided schools had increased to 
18 and in 1875 there were four aided denominatinal (all 
Roman Catholic), and nine private schools in addition to 
Te Aute. The majority of pupils, however, went to the 
public schools of which there were 20 as well as several 




3. The Pro£rietory Schools of Taranaki: 
Wells in his 11 1-Iistory of Taranaki" states: "The 
district was too sparsely populated and the people generally 
too poor for private teachers to hope for support." The 
Wesleyan Sunday Schools served the poorer section of the 
community, but for the more prosperous there were a few 
private schools. In time, however, their numbers increased 
1 and as Butchers says: 
· The early history of education in Taranaki, therefore, 
resolves itself into a brief chronicle of the names of 
a succession of private teachers who supplied as best 
they could the educational needs of the Province 
almost to the close of the Provincial period. 
The Chronicle, however, is not so brief and space does 
not permit a full list. Of the most important were the 
schools conducted by Mr Samuel Popham King and another by 
Dr Lorne who was a good French scholar. About 1850 Messrs 
Murch and J.C. Sharland conducted a school for boys, and 
about 1852 Miss Garland had a school for small boys. A 
Mr Beardsworth conducted a boys' school until 1861 and is 
said to have written the first geography of New Zealand for 
use in schools. From 1858-60 Miss Harris and Mr Harris 
conducted classes for girls and boys respectively two miles 
out of New Plymouth. 
After the wars of 1863 the Provincial Council passed 
an Act under which a small government subsidy was granted 
to certain schools. About this date a Wesleyan day school 




was started, and in 1867 girls' schools were opened by Mrs 
Wilcox, Mrs Courtenay Kryngdom, Miss Messenger and Mrs 
Hameyer and Parker. In the following year Mr and Mrs 
Crampton opened a school for boys and girls. In 1868 Miss 
Lydia Shaw took over the Kawau Church school and finally 
Miss Shaw opened the West End School. If a generalization 
can be made with regard to these schools, the fees usually 
were 9d. ~er week per pupil. 
4. Denominational Schools of Westland: 
58. 
Although by 1868 there were 50,000 people living in 
Westland there were comparatively few children -- a natural 
state of affairs for a boom town. In the main the population 
was Irish and P. J. Duggan (an early teacher) states ":that 
it thus came about that the Catholic school was the only 
school of those primitive times,and children of every 
denomination attended them 11 • 1 
The Roman Catholic schools were situated at Greymouth, 
Hokitika, Rose, Kanieri and Reefton. There were also two 
Church of England, one Presbyterian, one Wesleyan and several 
private schools in existence at various times previous to 
1878. The first school established in Greymouth was St. 
Patricks founded by the Rev. Father E. Royer in 1866. 
There were also established in 1867 three semi-private schools 
-- that is, schools in receipt of Government subsidy. They 
were the Messrs. Heaphy's school in MacKay Street, Mr C. 
Warren's 11 Greymouth Grammar School" and a Church of England 
school. 
1. A.G. Butchers: "Young New Zealand" p.98. 
-; 
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The first school in Hokitika was that of Mr Alex. 
Malcolm, opened in September 1865. Other schools established 
shortly afterwards were Miss Coll's day and boarding school, 
Revell Street and Miss Young's at Staffordtown (Wesleyan). 
In 1868 St. Mary's Catholic school was opened and in 1878 this 
was taken over by the Sisters of Mercy. In addition, Father 
Martin founded a school at Kanieri. 
In 1866 the Church of England also opened a school in 
Stafford Street, Hokitika, known as All Saint's School where 
Archdeacon Harper was stationed. With the abolition of the 
subsidy in 1877 this school was closed down. There was also 
a Presbyterian School established in Hokitika in 1870. 
At Ross Roman Catholic Schools, also called St. Patrick's, 
were opened in the late sixties under Miss O'Donoghue (girls) 
and Mr John Multhern (boys). Another successful school at 
Ross was that of Mr Hill about 1870. Finally, a Roman 
Catholic school was established at Reefton in 1875 by the 
Rev. Father M. Cummins. 
Upon the introduction of the national system in 1878, the 
private and Protestant schools were either taken over by the 
state or were closed, but the Catholic schools retained 
their separate existence. 
5. Private Schools in Marlborough: 
In addition to the schools established by the Nelson 
Education Board in response to the repeated and urgent 
requests of the residents there was a private school for girls 
conducted at Picton by Mr B. S. H. Broughton; while in 
60. 
Blenheim two Roman Catholic Schools were established (1872), 
one for boys, taught by Mr Joseph Ward; and one for girls, 
taught b;y- Mrs Garrick, until it was taken over by the Sisters 
of Mercy in 1875. 
6. Private Schools in Southland: 
When New Zealand became a Crown Colony the Government in 
Auckland made a grant to a school in Riverton. The diary of 
the Rev. J. Watkin of March 6, 1844, records: 
Visited a school which has just been commenced for 
Anglo-New Zealand children. I gave the master what 
assistance I could.1 
During the short-lived Provincial period of Southland a few 
public schools were established, but by 1867-68 private schools 
were more than supplementing the provisions made for education. 
Mr A. MacDonald ran a Grammar School in Leven Street; a 
school was conducted in Canon Street called J.B. Wardrop's 
Boys' School while Mrs J. G. Stewart conducted a "School for 
Boys and Girls" at Brawhey (East Invercargill). Schools for 
the Maoris were conducted at Ruapuke by the Rev. J. F. H. 
Wohlers, and at Riverton by the Rev. G. Honore. Other early 
private teachers in Invercargill were Messrs. A. Burns 
(Deveron St.); Cook and Wise (Tay St.); Evans, A. B. Tuson 
(North Road Avenue); the Rev. Beare followed by "Professor" 
Henri (Leet St.); Mrs Pettengall (Earnshaw St.); Mrs Rodgers 
(Leven St.); and Mrs Grundy (Spey St.). The first Roman 
Catholic schools were conducted by Mr and the Misses Gordon in 
North St. 
1. A. G. Butchers: "Young New Zealand" p.202. 
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Still earlier private schools at Riverton were those of 
Messrs Breechy, John Leonard, and H. H. Pankhurst, Horne and 
Galliot, most of them dating back to the fifties. 
An interesting note regarding the place of private schools 
in New Zealand in these early days is struck by the Report 
of the Invercargill School Committee for 1860: 
Owing to the great delay in establishing a school under 
the Ordinance, a private one had preoccupied the field, 
which absorbed fully half the expected pupils. 
However, that is gradually mending, and the public school 
gaining ground.1 
1. As quoted by A.G. Butchers: "Young New Zealand" p.208. 
y 
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I .. The Effect of Provincial Legislation on Private Schools: 
First, what is the relation in which the State in 
its corporate capacity is to stand towards the 
various religious bodies existing within it? And 
secondly, in what manner and to what extent ought 
the State to interfere in the education of the 
young.1 
62. 
Such were the two questions with which Superintendent Fitzgerald 
confronted the Provincial Council of Canterbury in 1853. 
Although framed in different words, in essence these questions 
remained the same and were submitted to other Provincial 
Councils. To find a satisfactory answer the various Councils 
appointed committees of Inquiry; Auckland alone not taking 
this course. The reports of these Commissions formed the 
basis of legislative action, and during the years 1855-57, 
the five chief Provinces formulated and inaugurated their 
respective educational policies. In discussing these policies 
A.G. Butchers has adopted a two-fold classification and for 
convenience it is one which I will follow. Auckland and 
Canterbury, adhering to Grey's system, left education in the 
hands of the denominations (see sections on Auckland and 
Canterbury) and limited State interference chiefly to the 
provision of grants in aid. As already noted this policy 
reached its logical extreme in Canterbury, where the 
Government, after providing a fixed grant of £2,500 p.a. for 
a period of five years left the whole organization, control 
and management of education to the heads of the religious 
bodies. In Wellington, Nelson and Otago, the policy that it 
is the duty of the State to organize and control as well as 
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to finance the system of education was adopted. The question 
in these Provinces, and ultimately in all the others, therefore 
became -- to what extent and in what manner, if at all, the 
Church should be allowed to interfere in the education of the 
young. 
With the inrush of miners that took place in the early 
sixties, the non-Presbyterian population of the Province of 
Otago grew so rapidly that its dissatisfaction with a system 
that permitted the teaching of what it regarded as sectarian 
doctrine could no longer be ignored. The kirk and its 
supporters had gradually to give way and there was a steady 
movement toward complete secularism. The official religious 
instruction had by 1872 given place to daily Bible reading, 
without note or comment, at the opening or close of school, 
but the Roman Catholic Church and the other denominations 
continued to press a long standing demand for grants to their 
own denominational schools. The kirk, however, feared 
disruption of its system of schools and it also feared 
priestcraft and whenever the issue arose in the national 
parliament there was fierce opposition from the Otago 
representatives to any scheme of denominational grants.1 
In Canterbury the Commission of Inquiry that was 
established in 1863 found that some areas had no educational 
facilities, that in some areas there was a wasteful overlapping 
of effort and that many of the schools themselves were 
insanitary, overcrowded, and grossly inefficient. The 
Commission stated "The practical result has been not only the 





creation of an authority independent of the Legislature, but 
also one incapable in its very organization of acting harmonious-
ly within itself. 11 
As a result the administration of educational funds was 
immediately transferred from the denominational heads to a 
public board of education, and in 1864 an Ordinance was passed 
providing for both public and denominational schools. This was 
only a compromise and in 1873 an intense and bitter struggle 
took place between the secularists and the denominationalists; 
the result being the stopping of all grants to denominational 
schools. 
About the beginning of the seventies the provincial 
governments of both Auckland and Wellington began to build up 
a system of public schools. It is significant of the work of 
the denominational and private schools in this period to note 
that as late as 1872 neither Auckland or Wellington cities 
possessed a single common shhool. For much the same reason 
as Canterbury, Auckland broke with denominationalism, and in 
1869 passed a Common Schools Act based on the educational 
legislation of Nelson. Similarly with W~llington - - the 
nursery of private schools - - where the secular principle was 
carried to the logical extreme "no religious instruction shall 
be given in any school maintained wholly or in part under this 
Act, and no minister of religion shall be allowed to teach or 
otherwise directly interfere in the conduct or management of 
1 any such school." 
Thus by the end of the Provincial period it had become 





accepted that the chief responsibility for education lay not 
with the churches or other voluntary organisations, but with 
the State. As Campbell states: nAt bottom it was a case of 
similar conditions; producing similar results: in a colony 
65. 
of small and often struggling communities in which several 
sects were represented, each of equal standing before the law, 
and each ambitious to extend its influence, complete secularism 
-- or a close approximation to it was the, price that had to be 
paid for economical and efficient organization of schooling 
and a semblance of educational peace. 111 
This legislative activity on the part of the Provinces, 
with regard to the State's interest in education, was more than 
ever confirmed by the institution of the free, secular and 
compulsory education system by the Act of 1877, and it provided 
the death blow to the majority of private schools in New Zealand 
at this t:ime. In the main these schools -- some of which had 
been receiving grant in aid were absorbed into the public 
system; others were forced to close down, mainly for lack of 
patronage and possibly shortage of staff, many of which also 
went :i:nto the public system.2 A few, but only a few, of the 
more lavishly endowed schools, e.g. Christs' College and Grammar 
school, Wanganui Collegiate and native schools such as Te Aute 
College and St. Stephens were able to withstand the free 
secular onslaught. Few are the private schools in New Zealand 
to-day which can claim continued existence since before 1877. 
At the time of their passing the thoughts of most educators 
1. A. E. Campbell: Educating New Zealand, p.42. 
2. A problem which still confronts private schools: How to 





and legislators were coloured by the idea of the new national 
system and much was said in depreciation of the work of these 
schools. Admittedly much of the criticism levelled at them was 
warranted but some recognition of the services they rendered 
to early education in New Zealand is deserved. The number 
and the activity of these schools, the tenacity with which 
they continued to struggle against many difficulties, not the 
least being financial, cannot be explained away wholly by the 
desire for sectarian propagation or economic reward. There 
were many on the staffs of these schools who were inspired 
by the highest ideals and even if no other claim is allowed 
it cannot be denied that these schools laid the basis of 






SECTION II -- 1877 - 1947 
A. The Formative Period -- 1877-1910. 
I have chosen the term "formative" in describing this 
period because I consider that it applies not only to private 
education but also to the whole range of education. During 
these twenty odd years some of the major, and many of the minor, 
implications of the 1877 Act became apparent and begged for 
solution. The free secular and compulsory concept of education 
which characterised the national system was in direct contradition 
to the contention which lay behind the existence of the private 
schools, and in these years, naturally, the first reactions to 
the State system occurred. From 1877-1910 the various 
denominations, the private organizations were forced to reconsider 
their position with regard to education and then slowly but 
surely their various philosphies, policies and positive 
reactions emerged. The policies and efforts which thus 
originated were to provide with minor variations and fluctuations, 
the main basis for the various developments to the present. 
This conception, that of a period of incubation and 
formation, in my opinion, may possibly account for the 
apparent lack of effort on the part of some of the bodies 
interested in private education during this period. When 
contrasted with the previous provincial period these twenty 
years do seem barren of their effort. The record of schools 
are few and altogether the data available are very incomplete 
d . d ' 1 an ina equa-c;e. It must be remembered, however, that in 










many cases those schools existing before this date had been 
absorbed by the state system and that many teachers were then 
employed by the state. Furthermore many of the sectarian 
quarrels, denominational dissentions and various other 
shortcomings of the old schools had not improved their 
popularity. In passing, however, it is interesting to speculate 
when one considers their previous following, as to what were 
the other reasons which swayed a traditionally fee-paying 
section of the public in favour of the free secular system.1 
In the light of past and present conditions it seems feasible 
to conjecture the existence of a section of the public with 
which a private system of schooling would have found favour. 
If this is true then it can only be concluded that those 
private schools which had remained in existence or were 
established were particularly well patronised. 
68. 
The first and major reaction (which is still apparent today) 
on the part of various bodies mentioned above to the secular 
system was to alter it. It would be both futile and too 
involved to endeavour to trace the detailed history of the 
ever-recurrent efforts made to induce Parliament to vary the 
basic principle upon which the national system was founded. 2 
As Campbell3 says: "The story can be summarised by saying 
that every attempt to secure grants for denominational schools 
1. Perhaps the depression of the 80's was a contributing 
factor. 
2. An account of some of these efforts after 1911 re The 
Bible in Schools' controversy are given in the subsequent 
section 1900-1947. 





has failed, and that the same is true of the much more persistent 
efforts that have been made to get legislative sanction for 
non-sectarian religious teaching in State primary schools, 
or, short of that, Bible reading and religious observances." 
1. Roman Catholic Reactions: 
The Roman Catholic section of the community, however, 
although wishing for state grants, has always vigorously opposed 
every attempt to introduce into schools, which are maintained 
by taxes exacted from all alike, either what they regard as 
essentially Protestant exercises or any "Skeletonisal form of 
Christianity". They have remained firm to the principle 
propounded by Pope Pius IX in 1864 that they cannot in conscience 
avail themselves of the education supplied by the State. This 
:principle was even more clearly expressed by Pope Pius XI in 
1929 in his Encyclical Letter on the Christian Education of 
Youth when answering the question: "to whom does education be-
long?" 
Education is essentially a social and not a mere 
individual activity. Now there are three necessary 
societies, distinct from one another, and yet harmoniously 
combined by God, into which man is born: two -- namely, 
the family and civil society belong to the natural order; 
the third, the Church, to the supernatural order •••••• 
Consequently, education, which is concerned with man 
as a whole, individually and socially, in the order 
of nature and the orde.r of grace, necessarily belongs to 
all these three societies, in due proportion, corresponding 
according to the disposition of Divine Provi•dence, to 
the co-ordination of their respective ends. And first 
of all education belongs pre-eminently to the Church by 
reason of a double title in the supernatural order, 
conferred exclusively upon her by God Himself; 
Absolutely, superior, therefore, to any other Title in 
the natural order. 
Thus the Roman Catholic Church undertook a definite scheme 
for the provision of a comprehensive Dominion-wide separate 
70. 
school system, comprehensive enough to provide for the 
education of the great majority of its children. The extent 
of this free primary, secondary and partly technical, and 
higher education system is hardly realised by the layman. 
Slowly but surely the Church began to build its system and by 
1888 there was a total of 88 primary Catholic Schools with 
9,346 pupils and in 1898 there was 124 primary schools 
catering for 10,175 pupils, who were taught by 393 teachers, 
i.e. one teacher to a class of twenty-eight. 
The first secondary school, St. Patrick's College, at 
Wellington was founded in 1884 and other secondary schools were 
also founded throughout the country by the Christian Brothers, 
the Marist Fathers, the Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of 
Notre D?-me. 
In 1898 Dr. Pestre founded the Mount St. Mary Theological 
Seminary and in 1900 Bishop Verdon opened the Holy Cross 
College at Mosgiel. 
In Dunedin in 1876 a Girls' High School was opened at the 
Dominican Priory in Dowling Street, and this school later 
became known as St. Dominic's. In 1889 a Christian Brothers' 
School in Rattray Street was established and also a primary 
school for girls was established in South Dunedin. This later 
became known as st. Philomena's and was extended into a 
secondary school for girls. 
In Auckland, during this period a Catholic Institute and 
a Roman Catholic High School was established in the Wellington 
Street. Convent schools were situated at Mount St. Mary, a 
?" 
!-" 
school called St. Patrick's Convent school was conducted in 
Hobson Street and the Sisters of Mercy Select controlled a 
school located in Manukau Road, Parnell. 
The establishment of these schools mentioned above and the 
figures supplied are indicative of the general growth which 
occurred throughout the country, and they show how the Roman 
Catholic Church, laid the foundations of a system, which, 
during 1910-1947, was to extend to considerable proportions. 
In the hope of altering the system, many of the Protestant 
bodies surrendered some of their special schools as did the 
Anglicans,1 and Wesleyans in Nelson and Wellington. As we 
have seen no change resulted, and like the Roman Catholic 
Church, these denominations and other private bodies found that 
any effort by them in the realms of education must needs be 
voluntary. Unlike the Roman Catholic Church, however, the 
positive reactions of these bodies were, in general, slow and 
spasmodic, and it was not until some years had passed in the 
next century that the Protestant Churches had reorganised 
their own education systems. This is particularly true of the 
Presbyterians who did little in the matter of education (with 
the exception, of course, of University education) until after 
1915.2 In the decade following their efforts were prodigious. 
Not so the Wesleyans whose interest as an organised church in 
education of the European population seems to have ceased 
with the Provincial Period. They still retain much of their 
old interest and fervour in the matter of native education 
1. See Appendix B, Table 4, Footnote 2. 
2. It must be remembered, however, that during 1877-1910 
the Presbyterians of Otago retained some indefinable 
connection with the public system. 
71. 
and this is evidenced by the popularity and reputation of 
Wesley College 1, Paerata. 
2. Anglican Schools. 
Of all the Protestant churches the Anglican Church was 
the most active. In 1874 the belief of the General Snyod in 
The paramount importance of a system of Education 
for the young, which includes religious instruction2 
had led to the adoption of a resolution which praised the 
efforts already made to establish and maintain Church Day 
Schools in some of the Dioceses.3 
Even as early as 1871 the Bishop of Christchurch had 
clearly expressed his opinion when he told his Synod: 
Our duty is plain -- we must make every effort to 
maintain our schools, and this too, though in the 
course of events they may be reduced to the position 
of private schools. 4 
1. The Otago Daily Times in its issue of 10th October 1947 
notes on p.4, "Young Tongans, Samoans, Ellice Islanders 
and lads from the Cook group study alongside Maori and 
European boys under a long-established system of co-
education that is practised at Wesley College, Paerata. 
72. 
In a little community where racial prejudices are unknown, 
a 21-year old Tongan is head of the school and the other 
prefects include two Maoris, a:iwell as Europeans. Boys of 
every race share the same class-rooms, dormitories and 
common rooms. There is no segregation, and school 
distinctions and offices are won s·olely on merit with 
out consideration of colour or nationality ••••• Native 
boys in the fifth form more than hold their own with 
European class mates in Mathematics, English and Latin. 
2. Proceedings of the G.e:aeral Synod, 1874, p.58 quoted by 
Joan P. Fitchett in an unpublished thesis: "Contribution 
of the Church of England to Education in New Zealand 
since the arrival of Bishop Selwyn." 1941 p.78. 
3. See Appendix B. Table 4. 
4. Proceedings of the Christchurch Synod, 1871, p.10. 




After the Education Bill was passed he continued to point out 
yearly the duty of the Church in his addresses to the Diocesan 
Synods. He stated in 18861 : 
The church does not undervalue secular knowledge; she 
has ever been most forward in furthering it, as all 
history plainly tells us; and, indeed, is in duty 
bound to assist in the cultivation of every faculty, 
mental and bodily, with which human nature has been 
gifted, and she has aimed at doing this, in past days, 
at no small cost of time, trouble and money; but she 
knows from sad experience that the highest intellectual 
endowments, however thoroughly cultivated, and enriched 
with secular knowledge, are no effectual corrective of 
the bad principles in human nature ••••• The State ••••• 
by her interposition, has impaired the free liberal 
action of those among them who would combine religious 
73. 
and secular instruction in order to complete the education 
of their children. 
Thus it remained for the Church to do what it could to 
modify and correct this weakness. Grants from Diocesan funds 
to assist the parishes that maintained a school which the 
Diocesan Inspector considered provided efficient instruction, 
were recommended in 1881. Although lack of resources made it 
impossible to found many new schools, those that were in 
existence persevered in their work and were able to maintain 
their ground.~ Within ten years of the passing of the Act, 
seven Day schools had been established in the Christchurch 
Diocese3 and regulations for their governm~nt were drawn up 
in 1893.4 
1. Proceedings of the Christchurch Synod, 1886, p.19. quoted 
by Miss Fitchett in an unpublished thesis 1941 p.78. 
2. Proceedings of the Christchurch Synod 1888, p.20. quoted 
by Miss Fitchett, p.79. 
3. Proceedings of the Christchurch Synod, 1886. Table of 
Statistics facing p.128, Quoted by Miss Fitchett, p.79. 






In 1882 a new type of school was established in Christchurch. 
This school was the Cathedral Grammar School and it is probably 
unique outside England, with perhaps the exception of the 
Melbourne Cathedral Grammar School. It exists primarily for 
the education of Choristers up to the time their voices break 
and is based on the tradition of the Choir Schools of England, 
a number of which still exist. In 1890 Rangi-Rewu was 
established in the same city by Miss H. C. Gibson and it 
continued in existence until taken over by the Presbyterian 
Church in 1946. 
In Otago in 1898 Bishop Nevill and the Church Sisters of 
Kelburn, London, founded St. Hilda's Collegiate ·school. The 
school was opened in February 1896 with 14 pupils. A more 
detailed consideration of the history of this school throws 
some light on the attitude of this church to education, and 
also on the actual place of these schools in New Zealand at 
that time. At the foundation, the Bishop suggested that the 
school should be dedicated to St. Hilda, a woman of great in-
tellectual powers and extreme holiness whose monastery at Whit-
by was the home of many great scholars. Thus the object of the 
school was to "train highly educated, pure, high minded women. 111 
To accomplish these ends both religious and secular 
instruction were provided and furthermore the Sisters believed 
that without religion there would be no true learning for: 
religion bringeth wisdom and wisdom bringeth understanding. 2 









The school was both a boarding and day school for girls 
from kindergarten stage to University Entrance standard. It 
is noted in the records that in the beginning the Sisters had 
a hard struggle against poverty and the prejudices of the 
·t· 1 ci izens. These obstacles seem to have been overcome in 
a short time, however, and in 1899 the numbers had increased 
to 45, and it was found necessary to move into a bigger 
building which had been bought and adapted in Heriot Row. 
(This building still houses the school) Even after the move 
there was need for furthe.r expansion because the school was 
the only Anglican Church School established in New Zealand 
for girls and parents from all parts of the country sent 
their children to St. Hilda's. The Sisters conducted the 
school for 35 years and in 1931 they were recalled. The 
following tribute to the work of the Sisters at St. Hilda's 
which was paid by the Bishop of the Diocese in his address to 
the Synod in 1930 gives an indication of the nature of such 
Church Schools in New Zealand: 
Not only have tge pupils been taught all that goes 
to make up a liberal education, but the higher 
qualities of soul and of spirit have been cultivated 
as well. Religion has not been obtrued in such a 
way as to make it disagreeable to the young; but 
it has not been treated as an extra; it has been 
brought to bear upon the life.2 
After the departure of the Sisters the offer of a loan 
by two laymen in Dunedin made it possible for St. Hilda's to 
be continued as a Church School and a Board of Governors was 
1. This probably refers to the Presbyterian feeling of Dunedin 
as a similar difficulty is expressed concerning the 
establishment of an Angli~an School for Boys in that town. 
















formed with the Bishop as Chairman. 
Bishop Nevill also conceived of an Anglican Church School 
for boys, but for years nothing was done; the reason advanced 
for this apathy being that Dunedin was a Scottish Presbyterian 
settlement. Thus even as late as the turn of the century 
evidence of sectarian division in education can be found. At 
last in 1902 a committee was formed to consider the question 
of founding a grammar. school in Dunedin, on the lines of 
Christ's College. In 1905 the Selwyn Collegiate School 
was established and placed under the control of the College 
Chapter. Accommodation for the boarders was provided, and 




The school known until recently as the Dunedin 
Collegiate School for boys, now transferred to the 
authorities of the Anglican Church; and will in 
future be known as the Selwyn Collegiate School. 
It will be carried on as formerly on the lines of 
an English Public School, and in the light of the 
modern advance in educational method.1 
The formal opening of this school, which was fully 
reported in your last issue marks a very important 
event in the educational history of this city and 
provincial district. It is an attempt on the part 
of the Anglican Church, which has ever been keenly 
interested in educational work, to supply a want 
felt for many years by those who desired to give their 
sons the traditional education of the great English 
Public Schools in a form adapted to the needs of 
Colonial Life.2 
The increase in numbers was slow, however, and it seems 
Otago Daily Times, Sept. 16, 1905, p.7. 







that a number of junior boys left from time to time to attend 
larger schools in New Zealand and even England and Australia. 
By 1911 the school was forced to close down. It would appear 
that Christs' College, Wanganui Collegiate and King's College 
offered too much competition and were sufficient to meet the 
needs for higher education of the Anglican Church in New 
Zealand; also there were some members of that denomination 
who preferred the benefit of private education overseas. 
In addition to these schools of St. Hilda's and Selwyn 
College there was in Dunedin a primary day school connected 
with St. Matthew's Church between 1891-1900 with an average 
roll number of 50. It was reopened again in 1902, and 
until it closed again in 1914, there were seldom more than a 
dozen pupils in attendance. Primary schools were also 
attached to St. Paul's in 1906 with about 25 pupils and to 
St. Peter's in 1907 with 32 pupils. These schools, however, 
did not last, but at least show evidence of activity on the 
part of this Church in the matter of education. 
I have considered the activities of this Church in 
Otago at some length because it shows, perhaps in greater 
detail, what was happening in other parts of New Z~aland. 
In Auckland, towards the end of this period, two other 
schools of a very interesting character were established. 
The foundation of the first of these (King's College) is in 
direct contrast to the failure of the Anglicans in Dunedin 
to establish Selwyn House. 









College, it will be necessary to review in brief some of the 
earlier Anglican efforts in education in Auckland, and in 
this way show their organic connection with the present 
institution. The foundation of King's College proper dates 
from the year 1896 when the late Mr Graham Bruce opened a 
school at Remuera under the name "King's College." On the 
death of Mr Bruce the school was purchased by Mr Charles 
Thomas Major, who at the time declared that it would be the 
aim and object.of his life to join all the Church of England 
schools in Auckland, and to found a public school, which in 
time would take foremost place in the Dominion. Under the 
control of Mr Major, King's College made rapid progress, and 
in the year 1912 the first steps were taken toward the 
fulfilment of the aim set before him. In that year Mr Major 
took over the school carried on by the Reverend P. S. Small-
field, at the Pah, Onehunga. This school, though never under 
the control of St. John's College,1 had a very real 
connection with the College, being carried on in the College 
buildings and for a time being known as St. John's Collegiate 
School. The circumstances throggh which this position 
came about was the removal of St. John's College to a site 
in Parnell, Auckland, a temporary expedient to enable 
students of the College to attend the University. The 
College buildings became vacant, and the use thereof was 
granted to the Rev. P. S. Smallfield for the purposes of 
a private school until the year 1901, when, the College 
returning to its original home, the school was removed to 
the Pah, Onehunga. 








There were, however, earlier schools carried on in 
the buildings of St. John's College. In 1853, the College 
as founded by Bishop Selwyn, was closed, and it was decided 
that the buildings should be used for the purposes of an 
English Collegiate Institution, under the charge of the 
Venerable Charles John Abraham, Archdeacon of Waitemata. 
This Collegiate Institution was carried on by Archdeacon 
Abraham until 1857, when the Archdeacon went to England to 
be consecrated the first bishop of the newly created Diocese 
of Wellington. 
The Collegiate Institution was closed until 1860, when 
it was reopened under the charge of the Reverend Samuel 
Blackburne, M.A., of Christ's College, Cambridge. In 1872 
the College was reopened under the care of Dr Kinder, not 
as a school but as a College for Students reading for Holy 
Orders, and continued as such until 1884, when the College 
was removed to Parnell. On the removal of the College, the 
Rev. T. F. King was permitted to carry on a private day and 
boarding school until his death in 1890, when the use of the 
buildings was granted to the Rev. P. S. Smallfield as 
previously mentioned. 
The union of King's College with the school conducted by 
the Rev. P. S. Smallfield, first at St. John's College and 
afterwards at Onehunga, established a link in the chain of 
tradition and history with the schools formerly carried on 
at the College under the Rev. T. F. King and the Rev. S. 
Blackburne, Archdeacon Abraha,m and ultimately to Bishop 












remembered from an earlier part of this work that the College 
of St. John the Evangelist was founded in 1842, not at 
Tamaki but at Waimate, and so the chain of tradition can be 
carried back a further step. 
This, however, is not all, for before Selwyn came there 
had been schools at Waimate for the children of Missionaries 
and one such was the school of William Williams of 1838. 
King's College can, therefore, trace its traditional history 
to, and its somewhat obscure but nevertheless real and 
living connection with, the earliest schools of the Church 
in New Zealand. All this represents only one side of the 
inheritance of King's College. The purchase, of late, of 
King's College by the St. John's College Trust Board has 
established a connection with yet another early school. 
80. 
When the St. John's College trust was created, the Church of 
England Grammar School, Parnell, known more familiarly as the 
Parnell Grammar School, was placed under the control of the 
st. John's College Trust as 
a Grammar School connected with and subordinate to 
the College of St. John the Evangelist.1 
This school was founded by certain residents in Auckland 
about 1853 and after removal to Parnell continued until 
1898, when it was forced to close because of the competition 
of schools established by the Government. The endowments of 
the school have accumulated, and it is the existence of 
these endowments which have e.nabled the St. John's College 
Trust to purchase King's College. As it is written in the 
1. Prospectus of King's College, 1946. 
' 
\-
1946 Prospectus of King's College: 
King's College to-day represents, and is the embodiment 
of the hopes, the visions, and the efforts of many to 
whom education based·on religion, was an object to be 
attained at all costs. It is the result of the toil, 
the labour, and the sacrifices of those who for nearly 
a century have had this object in mind....... The 
inheritance of the past, the traditions which have 
come down through the intervening years from the early 
days of the Missionary Schools at Waimate, the early 
efforts at Tamaki and the School at Onehunga, the 
Grammar School at Parnell, the more recent school at 
Remuera; these are the contributing forces which 
to-day are included in and are 'King's College'. 
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The second of the bigger Anglican institutions which 
made its appearance during this period was the Dilworth 
School for boys. It was opened as a result of a magnificent 
bequest by the late James Dilworth, a successful farmer and 
business man of Auckland. The bequest was valued for probate 
at £100,000 and the purpose was 
to maintain, educate and train boys of sound bodily 
and mental health being orphans or the sons of good 
parents but in straitened circumstances. 
The original estate, mostly in urban and suburban property has 
appreciated in value, and the income has thus increased also. 
Boys are received at the school between the ages of 7-10 
years and the Dilworth Trust bears the whole cost of clothing, 
maintenance and education except in the holidays until they 
reach their majority or become self-supporting, whichever 
happens first. In type, it is a residential elementary and 
secondary institution run on the lines of Christ's Hospital, 
London, and it is unique in New Zealand. Another Church 





School situated in St. George's Bay Road. It was founded 
in 1877 by Mrs Clayton and later Miss Hull became principal. 
It was still in existence in 1903 but appears to have been 
disestablished some time afterwards. 
82. 
There is one other Anglican school of this period which 
deserves special mention. That is the Hukarere College, 
Napier, which was established in 1875 by Bishop William 
Williams. It is conducted by the Te Aute Trust Board1 and 
its object is to train Maori girls and girls from the Pacific 
Islands. Those who can afford to pay fees do so but no girl 
is refused because she is unable to pay. Unfortunately all 
the earlier records of this College were destroyed in the 
Napier Earthquake of 1931. 
Finally in 1907 J. R. Oxford, Esq., M.A. (Cantab.), 
England, established Waihi School at Winchester, South 
Canterbury. This school was for the purpose of "preparing 
boys from 7 to 14 years of age for Christ's College and other 
Collegiate Schools of the Dominion, especially catering for 
country boys with no school handy to their homes." and as 
such it represents in this period the Preparatory school, 
a type of school which was to be much extended in the 
following period. 
3. Presbyterian Schools and Others: 
It is when we turn to the work of the other denominations 
that the comparative barrenness of this period becomes 
apparent. It would appear that during these years two 
schools were established in Dunedin really as private 











concerns, but their connections with one another and with 
the Church as well as their existence in a strong Presby-
terian city would lead to the conclusion that these schools 
were virtually Presbyterian in character. They were 
Braemar House and Girton College. 
83. 
Braemar House was founded by the four Misses Miller in 
1894 in a building in Moray Place, Dunedin, now used as a 
Y.W.C.A. hostel, and in 1895 the roll only stood at about 40. 
In 1900 a kindergarten was opened and by 1911 a writer in 
the Braemar Magazine stated that the school had so grown that 
it was one of the largest private schools in New Zealand. 
Braemar House was ultimately incorporated (with Girton 
College) in Columba College, the Presbyterian Church School 
opened in 1915. 
Girton College, which was situated in Dowling Street, 
Dunedin,was founded by Miss Caroline Freeman, B.A., in 1896.1 
Miss F. J. Ross, M.A., later became Principal, was one of 
the original pupils of the school in 1886. The following 
items are in the form of a personal reminiscence which she 
forwarded: 
1. 
I became a pupil at Girton College 1886. There were 
four pupils at the College on the opening day, but 
the numbers steadily increased. 
It began as a Morning or Forenoon School for 
general subjects of education. Miss Freeman herself 
specialised in English in all its branches. She was 
a great teacher. Afternoons were devoted to special 
subjects for more advanced students -- with a fully 
qualified staff. On Saturday mornings classes for 
teachers were arranged. • ••••• I was afterwards 
Miss Freeman was the first woman graduate at the 
University of Otago - B.A. (N.Z.) 1885. 
' 
. A 
appointed Vice-Principal (for Miss Freeman 
founded a branch of the College in Christchurch.) 
Towards the end of 1899 negotiations were made 
between Miss Freeman and myself. I took over 
Girton College and became Principal. 
Another School -- 11 Archerfield11 was conducted by Mrs 
Nisbet in Lees Street and in time this became the hostel 
for Girton College. The first school at Archerfield was 
the Girton College Kindergarten but in time Archerfield 
grew into an independent institution again. 1 
In 1915, Girton College became incorporated in Columba 
College and at that time there were 125 pupils on the roll. 
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In 1905 the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand 
established the Turakina Maori Girls' College at Marton. Its 
foundation cost £14,000 and its purpose was to meet: 
11 the need for instruction of Maori girls in home 
nursing, infant welfare and domestic science." 2 
This is one of the few signs of activity of the Church during 
these years and perhaps by limiting its activity at the time 
to this institution the Church as a Church was able to 
concentrate its efforts, as did the Wesleyan Church. 
Certainly Turakina stands to-day as a very valuable 
institution in the native education in New Zealand • 
1. It was forced to close down in 1945 because of 
financial difficulties. 






4. Proprietory Schools: 
There is a dearth of material for research into the work 
of these schools, and what is available is incomplete. In 
Otago, there appears to have been a school conducted by Mrs 
and Miss Chapman in Filleul Street and toward the end of 
the period two Commercial Schools were established, Rossbotham's 
School of Shorthand and Typing and Brown's Commercial College. 
Communication with the Reference Librarian of the Wellington 
Central Library reveals the existence of only one propritory 
school in that city, but there must have been more. Perhaps 
the public system of education in Wellington was too 
extensive in scope to allow a proprietory school to be a 
successful business investment, and consequently their 
existence would be of short duration. 
In comparison, Auckland appears to be the "home of 
proprietory schools" for this period. The Directory of 
Auckland City and Suburbs issued by J. Ingram and Company 
in 1882 records the existence of nine of these schools as 
well as the denominational schools already mentioned. 
A Miss Brown conducted a school in Victoria Street West, 
and a school with the imposing name of Carlton Academy was 
situated in Hobson Street. A seminary called Epsom House 
was conducted by Mrs Gerald Stoddart and other schools were 
run by Miss Judd in Albert Street, by Mrs and Miss Norman in 
Waterloo Quadrant, by Mrs W. F. Pettit in Karangahape Road 
and by Mr J. Shorland in Manukau Road, Parnell. A school 
with the name of Ponsonby High School was also established 
in Auckland during this period, being conducted by Mrs Shayle 
,. 
1 George. 
Their existence was short, however, and by 1905 they 
all seem to have been defunct. "The Cyclopedia of New 
Zealand, vol. II, Auckland" makes no note of them. The 
reason for their failure to become firmly established 
institutions may have been financial. Like most private 
schools they would be very sensitive to the slightest 
financial set back and the economic depression of the 80's 
probably proved too severe. 
This depression may account for the comparative scarcity 
of all such schools during this period. 
"The Cyclopedia of New Zealand" does record three new 
proprietory schools in Auckland. 2 ,3· 
Two of these were established in 1892 and the third 
about 1890. These schools were: Malcolm's Training College 
which was a Secondary boarding school for boys situated in 
Waterloo Quadrant and taught by Mr William Malcolm; the 
Auckland Commercial College which was a secondary school 
taught by Mr T. H. Giles, and a Ladies College which was 
conducted by Mrs Moore Jones, M.R.C.P., M.M., C.M. S.K. in 
Remuera. 
Christchurch also seems to have been well supplied with 
proprietory schools. Perhaps the English traditions of the 
citizens of that town led them to accept more readily the 
1. See Appendix C, Table 1. 
2. Vol. II, p.211-213. 





fact that the private school was a valuable institution in 
education. A total of nine proprietory schools were founded, 
and by 1900 they were all firmly established and well 
patronised.1 For example, "The Cyclopedia of New Zealand," 
vol. III, p.184, when considering the Christchurch Shorthand 
and Technical School which was conducted by Mr H. W. L. Digby 
in High Street, states: 
The school is now one of the foremost teaching 
establishments in New Zealand and as time goes on 
the number of brilliant successes achieved by the 
pupils constantly increases. 
In 1893 a school called The Bluff Hill School was 
established in Napier. It is built on property leased from 
the Waiapu Diocesan Trustees and thus it may have some 
connection with the Anglican Church. However, the only 
reason which I have been able to ascertain to account for 
the action of Miss Eva Beharrel in establishing it is 11 To 
provide a school on Bluff Hill for small childrene 112 
Consequently I have classified it as a proprietory school. 
1. See Appendix C, Table 3. for a list of these schools. 




B. Recent Develorments 1910 - 1947 
This period in the history of Private Schools is 
characterised by the energy and perseverance of all bodies 
interested in private education. The period 1877 - 1910 had 
shown them that denominationalism was regarded by the 
educational legislators as a force to be mistrusted, and 
it had shown them that the allegedly secular schooling was 
becoming very firmly entrenched. The years 1877 - 1910 had 
also convinced them, however, that their interest in 
education could and should not cease. During those years, 
often in a spasmodic fashion, they had reacted to the 
legislation of 1877 and slowly their various policies became 
formulated and were extended further into practice during 
this period. Broadly classified, these fall into two 
groups: a policy of agitation to alter or modify the system 
of 1877, especially with regard to elementary schools, and 
a policy which aimed at continuing the separate private 
school system, the foundations of which were laid in the 
1877-1910 period. 
1. The Bible in Schools controversy: 
Before this time recurrent efforts were made to induce 
Parliament to vary the basic principle upon which the 
national primary education system was founded, but during 
1911-1914 the controversy raged with more than usual 
bitterness. On the one side there was the Bible in Schools 
league which claimed to represent the Protestant Churches 
and on the other, the National Schools Defence League, the 
New Zealand Educational Institute, and the Roman Catholic 
88. 
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Church. The demands made were not only for the introduction 
of Bible reading but also for the right of entry of the 
clergy of different denominations for the purpose of giving 
denominational teaching to pupils of their respective 
communions. It was further asked that a popular referendum 
should be taken upon the question. Parliament, however, 
emphatically refused either to alter the system or to submit 
it to a referendum. The position adopted by the advocates 
of the Bible in State Schools was clearly summarized by the 
Bishop of Wellington, Thomas Henry Sprott, D.D., in his 
Presidential Address to the Third Session of the Nineteenth 
Synod of the Diocese of Wellington in 1913. 
I hold it to be a principle of self evident validity 
that it is essential to the stability and development 
of any people's national character that the morality, 
accepted by that community, should be systematically 
taught to each fresh generation of children ••• 
and as a summary of his main tenets Bishop Sprott stated: 
1. It is essential to the stability and development 
of national character that the moral ideal 
recognised by the community should find a place 
in national character. 
2. The Christian moral ideal is assumed to be the 
ideal recognised by the people of New Zealand. 
3. The Christian moral idea~ therefore, should 
find a place in the national education of 
New Zealand. 
4. The Christian moral ideal cannot be effectively 
taught apart from the Bible.1 
The struggle was a bitter one and at the time much was 
written and even more spoken on the subject. The National 
Schools Defence League issued a challenge saying "Let them 








open their own schools" and, as a consequence, the then Vicar 
of Roseneath, F. Franklin, brought a motion to the Synod of 
1916 to have Parish schools established. He was asked to 
appeal to Churchmen and by the time of the meeting of the 
Synod of 1917 he had collected £7,000. This fund was made 
available for the establishment of Church schools and this 
led to the foundation of St. Mark's Church school. 
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In 1922 a new proposal was formulated by a Conference of 
Protestant Churches by which a book of Biblical lessons and 
hymns was to he drawn up by the Education Department and the 
Churches in conjunction, the lessons to be read by the 
teacher, without comment other than verbal and grammatical 
explanations. A conscience clause for teachers and pupils 
was provided and the demand for the right of entry of 
clergy definitely abandoned. This was rejected as were the 
"Religious Exercise Bills" of 1925, 1927 and 1928. 
For the purpose of this thesis the remifications of this 
Bible in Schools movement as it affects State Schools is of 
no deep significance except, as has been pointed out, it 
throws light on the opinions of the Churches with regard to 
education. The defeat and rejection of this movement, 
however, is of profound significance for the private schools. 
With their first line of action thus firmly closed, it became 
the accepted policy of the Churches to establish their own 
schools. After 1914 the challenge "Let them open their own 
schools'' has been accepted, as in the case of St. Mark's, 
and slowly each denomination has established for itself its 





there were other factors governing their establishment, but 
the above reason was fundamental. 
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Before leaving this section it is of interest to note 
that the National Council of Churches of New Zealand has this 
year (1947) prepared a very comprehensive syllabus for 
religious instruction in Post-Primary schools, which it hopes 
to present for acceptance. It may well be that in the 
post-primary schools which have never been as closely wedded 
to the secular tradition as the primary stage, it might find 
favour. 
It is also well to note, at this point, that the Churches 
readily accept the principle that religion can never be 
completely divorced from life, especially as presented in an 
institution such as a school, and perhaps on these grounds 
the Churches are correct. Can the primary stage of education 
in New Zealand be made as secular as the tradition would 
claim it to be? 
2. Anglican Schools: 
During this present period the Anglican Church was 
especially concerned with the establishment of Colleges for 
girls since it was more than adequately served by the three 
"great" colleges for the education of its boys. 
In 1910 St. Margaret's College was founded in Christ-
church, and in 1911 the Misses Shand opened Craighead School 
in Timaru. (In 1926 the school was offered to the Church and 






In 1912 the Wellington Diocesan School for Girls1 was opened 
at Marton and about this time the Church increased its efforts 
to provide more schools for girls. Many new establishments 
92. 
such as Marsden Collegiate, Wellington; Woodford House, 
Havelock North; and St. John's College, Invercargill; were 
founded and all these schools, with the possible exception of 
St. John's College, are all firmly established. Later, in 1928, 
the Waikato Diocesan School for Girls was established at 
Hamilton. These Colleges are day and boarding schools for 
girls, and in many cases have strong preparatory departments, 
charging slightly lower fees either within the school or as 
a separate adjunct institutions. 
During this period another type of school extended its 
influence. This was the Preparatory School in the English 
sense of the word, but in many cases these schools were 
attached only by an indefinable link with the Anglican Church. 
The causes of foundation which they have forwarded to me 
make interesting reading: 
11 To provide a religious background to education." 
"At the request of a group of parents." 
"To establish a preparatory day and boarding school 
for boys proceeding chiefly to Christ's College but 
to other secondary schools. 11 
"Preparing boys of seven to fourteen years for 
Christ's College and other Collegiate Schools of 
the Dominion." 
In 1911 C. E. Ferris, Esq. established the Southwell 
School in Peach Grove Road, Hamilton, and four years later 
Miss Phyllis Boult opened the Hill Top School for Girls in 






Epsom, Auckland. Two schools of this type were established in 
Wellington at an early date. These were, Croyden College, 
Day's Bay, and Wellesley College in The Terrace. Of late 
these schools have become amalgamated and Wellesley College 
has moved into the buildings of Croydon, managed by w. H. 
Stevens Ltd., Wellington. 
In 1923 Medbury Preparatory School was founded in 
Christchurch by Mr E. J. Chennells and in 1927 the Wanganui 
College Trustees established St. George's in Wanganui to 
prepare boys for Wanganui Collegiate School. 
As can be seen from the above facts the majority of 
these. prep schools, were, in the first instance, founded by 
private individuals but in time some connection, mutually 
desirable, was made with the Church. A perfect example of 
this type of school is that established by Mr A. F. B. 
Broadhurst at Cambridge in 1939. St. Peter's is a lavishly 
endowed school, with excellent grounds and boarding facilities, 
and it even possesses its own farm. With an energetic and 
capable headmaster it stands· as a model school in New 
Zealand education. Mention should also be made of a school 
e.s.ta.hlished in 1925 at Opawa, Christchurch, by Canon Williams, 
Vicar of St. Mark's. Its character is, as the name implies 
St. Mark's Open Air School, and it was founded by Canon 
Williams to meet the need for religious instruction as 
evinced by the desires of the parents. It possesses four 
open air class rooms and specialises in "religion, music 
and drama. 11 
j 




3. Presbyterian Schools: 
1l'he Presbyterians in a single quinquennium -- 1914-1918 
founded nine Colleges, three for boys and six for girls in 
rapid succession. These were Iona College, Columba College, 
St. Cuthbert's, Solway College, Queen Margaret College, 
Scots College, St. Andrew's College, John McGlashan College 
and Melrose College. Of these one, Melrose College, 
Invercargill, for girls, succumbed to the severe financial 
depression of 1921 and since that date only one has been 
94. 
established. In 1946 the Presbyterian Church in Christchurch 
took over Rangi-Ruru, which is now known as Rangi-Ruru 
Presbyterian Girls' School. 
GIRLS: 
BOYS 
Table showing date of foundation, etc. 














St. Andrew's 1917 

























In November 1929 it was dramatically announced that 
Scots College, Wellington, had been sold to the Education 
Department for £38,000, to be converted into a residential 
teachers' training college, and this announcement brought 










into prominent relief two important facts regarding schools 
of this type. These were, first, the very heavy financial 
burdens borne by the promoters of such schools, and second, 
the very strong public demand for the continuance of the 
College, evidence by the rapid subscription of a £10,000 
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"Save the College Fund" within three weeks of its announced 
sale, and the resulting release of the trustees from their 
bargain by the Government. The facts of the case are 
interesting and throw some light on the dubious interest which 
the Presbyterian Church has shown, in this modern period, to 
its schools. With a subscribed capital of only £5,290, the 
promoters in 1919 issued debentures for £19,881 at six per 
cent., maturing in ten years. These were secured by the 
College property and were taken up by 73 persons in sums of 
from £25 to £1,500. 1 Later, to secure further capital, 
deposits were freely taken in sums of £50 to £1,900, mostly 
on demand, some on short currency, at 6~ and 7 per cent. and 
in 1923 these stood at £11,405. Further liabilities by way 
of bank overdraft, £2,522, guaranteed personally by the 
members of the Board, and mortgage on land, £1932, increased 
the liabilities of the College to £35,924. At least 100 
boarders were required to cover the annual expenditure, but 
these could not be secured, and the annual loss stood at 
£1,345e During this time the Board had constantly to be asking 
its creditors to forbear pressing their rights and to accept 
compromise payments of interest, often made personally by its 
members. It is important to note here an attitude adopted by 








the Church in this case and one that is symptomatic of its 
whole policy to what are reputed to be its own schools. 
Down to the end of 19281 it officially refused any financial 
support to the College, and, thus after a thirteen years' 
struggle, the Government offer seemed the only way out of an 
otherwise impossible situation. 
Arguing from this case, which really represented in an 
extreme form, the position in similar Presbyterian S~hools, 
A.G. Butchers2 in a brief survey of these schools has some 
particularly harsh words on the subject: 
96. 
"Considering everything -- the smallness of the actual 
capital in hand entailing heavy borrowing and a staggering 
burden of interest; the uncertain financial outlook and heavy 
cost of building during and immediately following the war, and 
the peculiar sensitiveness of private schools to the slightest 
financial depression; the obvious and pressing need during 
the corresponding period for the establishment of hostels in 
connection with the public secondary schools; the fact that 
hostels are easier to finance in respect both of capital and 
current expenditure than fully equipped schools, and that 
voluntary contributions for them would probably have carried 
Government subsidy -- one is forced to the conclusion that 
the Presbyterian Church made a grave policy blunder and lost 
a great opportunity in launching so ambitious an educational 
undertaking instead of embarking on a comprehensive scheme for 
1. In November 1928 the Presbyterian General Assembly agreed 
to make a grant of £500 annually to the College Board for 
a period of 5 years, with a proviso "that if and when the 
Board is in a position.to repay, the amount be refunded." 
2. Education in New Zealand -- A.G. Butchers, 1930, p.434. 
,, 
providing hostels in association with the existing secondary 
schools, just as, for example, it established Knox College 
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as a residential hostel in connection with the Otago University. 
A sum of £250,000 invested during the last ten years in such 
hostels conducted under the aegis the Church would have brought 
under its influence far more than 588 boarders or 1,436 pupils 
at present1 enrolled in its schools, and constituted a really 
effective contribution to the solution of the difficult 
problem of the right relationship of Church and School in 
the community. 11 
Such is his sweeping pronouncement. If such an argument 
can be used in respect of the Presbyterian Schools then it 
can be extended to many of the other denominations, including 
the Anglicans, but one can hardly blame the Churches for 
failure to take such a course. 
As the 11 Bible in Schools" controversy showed, the Churches 
contended that their interest in education was very deep and 
the only adequate plan for them to follow was to establish 
their own school systems. 
Each of these Presbyterian schools was an independent 
growth and represents in each case the result of the work and 
enthusiasm of a group of individuals, the majority of whom 
have been members of the Presbyterian Church. The 
constitutions of the schools show some variations, but there 
is a clear indication2 in every case, by the use of the 
1. Written in 1930. See Section on School Organisation, p. 
2. "The Presbyterian Church Schools" -- Finding of a Special 
Committee at the General Assembly on matters affecting 
the College of the Church -- 1947. 
~, 
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Presbyterian name, and by the constitution of the Board of 
Governors, of a desire that the school should function within 
the life of the Presbyterian Church. At a conference of school 
authorities held at Scots College in 1944 there was a clearly 
expressed desire on the part of the Colleges to work more 
closely with each other and play a more effective part in the 
life of the Church. Up to this date (1944) it would appear 
that the Church did not offer a reciprocal attitude. In fact 
there seems to have been a peculiar apathy or lethargy and 
in this one respect Butchers' indictment is sound. Up to 
this time the Church had not learned, in full, that if it 
adopted a more enlightened progressive interested and 
liberal1 policy these schools might become its own Church 
Schools in the truest sense of the word and not in name only.2 
Even to-day the Church makes a grant.'of only £750 p.a. to its 
schools in Otago. 
During the last three years a change has occurred. In 
1. The Presbyterian Church of Otago made available some of 
the Educational Fund, acquired from the proceeds of the 
sale of lands in 1848, to the University of Otago for 
endowment of the Chairs of Philosophy, History and 
Education. In 1945 this sum (about £2,500 p.a.) was 
no longer required by the University Council. Although 
the money was intended, originally, for educational 
and religious purposes, it does not seem likely that 
the money is to be made available to the "Church" 
Schools in that Province. The "Otago Daily Times" 
of Octe 10, 1947, reports: "The decision of the Synod 
at Otago and Southland •••••• was announced at the 
conclusion of a meeting yesterday. The Synod agreed 
to the principle of using the Educational Fund to 
advance education as understood by the pioneers of 
the Province, so that the community as well as the 
Church receives the greatest possible benefit." 
2. The Church could increase the value of its schools by 
granting free places to children, likely to benefit from 
such an education, who are now resident in its New 









1944 a Special Committee was appointed by the General 
Assembly: 
to examine the whole question of the Church's policy 
regarding education, including such matters as the 
place of Church Colleges in the education system of 
the country; the relation of such Colleges to the 
Church; the constitution, location and function of 
the Board of Education; the possibility of the 
Church giving financial assistance to the Colleges; 
and such other matters as are relevant.1 
This Committee stated that the aim of these Church 
Schools should be: 
(I) To provide an education which in its academic 
attainment is at least as good as that demanded 
by the State School System. 
(II) To provide this education under the best possible 
conditions and surroundings, with adequate playing 
fields and above all, with definite religious 
education, the chief object of which shall be to 
create a religious atmosphere permeating all the 
studies, and activities of the School.2 
In stating the above aims, the Committee, with typical 
Scotch caution, considered that it was not sufficient to set 
out in general terms certain ideals which may or may not be 





If these schools are to receive general support in the 
Church4 it must be shown that, in fact, they are serving 
ends of which the Church can approve, and that they are 
evoking enthusiasm which our people can be invited 
to share. 





This is strange in view of the fact that, since the 
foundation of these schools, the Church, tacitly, yet 






Evidence of the more enlightened attitude of the Church 
to its schools is given on page 13 of the report: 
In giving its sanction and support to the schools 
bearing its name, the Presbyterian Church has the 
right and the duty clearly to define its educational 
philosophy and in broad terms, interpret the nature1 of the practice that will achieve the desired ends. 
4. Roman Catholic Schools 
Space does not permit a detailed account of the work 
of this Church in education from 1910-1947. The history 
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of the envolved growth of the various types of schools belonging 
to this Church in this period is beyond the scope of this 
thesis. It is sufficient to say that during the last 
thirty-five years the Roman Catholic Church has remained 
firm to the principles which were discussed in the last 
chapter and if anything, has developed greater tenacity of 
purpose. The foundations laid earlier have been extended 
into a Dominion-wide system of education of very deep 
significance. This system embraces all types of schools, 
including day, boarding, preparatory, co-educational, etc. 
and many interesting methods are employed therein. 2 
Of the Secondary boy's Colleges five are boarding, one 
is day-boarding and twelve are day schools, making a total of 
eighteen. There are to-day twenty-two boarding secondary 
schools for girls and thirty-six day secondary schools; a 
total of 48 girls' colleges.3 The Parochial Day Schools 
which are mainly co-educational number 193 and there is one 
1. "The Presbyterian Church Schools" p.23. 
2. In some of the Infant Schools of this Church the 
Montesorri system is employed. 














preparatory boarding school for boys. This makes a grand 
total of 270 schools conducted by this school in New Zealand. 1 
A notable feature of the Catholic School system is the 
fact that, in order to place the post-primary pupils upon an 
equal footing with those in the Public School system, all 
Catholic primary school pupils who obtain proficiency 
certificates (for which they are examined by the State School 
Inspectors) are by the school authorities, granted free 
places of exactly the same tenure as those given by the State 
in its secondary schools. 
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Information as to the actual cost of the system for the 
whole of New Zealand is not available, but the total capital 
cost of the Catholic school buildings and teachers' residences 
in the Wellington Archdiocese excluding the cost of land and 
playgrounds, much of which was purchased many years ago, 
amounts to £259,350.2 ·3· It is probably safe to say that 
the total capital amount is well over £1,000,000. A 
comparison of the Roman Catholic system with the State system 
or even any other denominational system is complicated by the 
fact that the Catholic schools are conducted almost wholly by 
unpaid workers, 4 whereas the other systems are forced to 




For Grand Totals of Catholic Education see Appendix D, 
'I'able 3. 
A. G. Butchers: "Education in New Zealand" p.443. 
Approximately the same amount as has been spent by the 
Presbyterian Church for all its schools. 
4. For the numbers in Teaching Orders in New Zealand, see 







magnitude of the scheme can be gained from the following 
figures: The total cost of State elementary education as 
given in the Official Year Book of 1945 was £3,148,806 and 
the total enrolment in state primary schools 204,060. Thus 
the annual cost of educating each child on the roll of the 
State primary schools was £15: 8: 7. If this figure is 
multiplied by the Catholic primary school enrolment which 
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in 1945 stood at 21,418, we arrive at the sum of £330,479:15: -
which is the approximate amount of the additional annual 
burden which the State would have to bear (besides the capital 
cost of accommodation and equipment) if the education of all 
these children were suddenly thrown on the State. 
Similarly the total cost of State secondary education 
including technical (and the Catholics run two technical 
schools) was £941,314 in 1945 and the total number of pupils 
enrolled was 32,238. At per pupil the cost per annum amounted 
to £29: 4: -e Arguing from this, if the Catholic Secondary 
Schools were closed and the 4,426 children were sent to 
Government Schools, an added burden of £129,239 would be 
thrown on the State. 
5. Others: 
It is when we turn to the work of the smaller denominations 
and other bodies interested in education that some of the more 
interesting experiments can be witnessed. The Theosophists, 
the Seventh Day Adventists, the Quakers, the Salvation Army 
and various private individuals have taken advantage of the 
freedom which they possess and have sought to embody their 








The Education Department of the New Zealand Conference 
of Seventh Day Adventists has established 4 schools, 
preparatory in character, and one school was founded by an 
Australian Conference of Seventh Day Adventists. These 
schools were all established in the period 1935-45, and as 
the case of the Royal Oak Seventh Day Adventist School is 
more or less typical, I will take it as an example of these 
Adventist schools. It was founded by the New Zealand 
Conference of Seventh Day Adventists in ord_er to 
combat the growing tendency of Evolution found in 
State Schools, to give extra religious training and 
a thorough knowledge of the Bible. 
It is supported by the local Church, and the fees of the 
pupils and is a sole teacher school. 
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In 1919 the Society of Friends (Quakers) established the 
New Zealand Friends School in Wanganui. It is a co-educational 
boarding preparatory school run on the lines of the schools 
which this Society has successfully conducted in England and 
America for the last three hundred years. The object of the 
foundation was given to me as follows: 
It was hoped that the children oL.members1 would get 
to know each other and learn about the Society of 
Friends. 
It has a total enrolment of 96 pupils and is conducted 
by six resident teachers. No corporal punishment is 
permitted in the school and the school is probably unique 
in New Zealand. It thus represents an attempt by this sect 
















Also, in Wanganui, there was established the Carncote 
Preparatory Boarding School for girls about 1922, and it is 
one of the few purely private institutions in New Zealand 
education. 
Other purely private institutions are the Queenswood 
"Prep" School for Girls in Hawkes Bay, and the Hadley "Prep" 
school for girls which was established in the same district 
in 1938. Another is situated in Auckland and that is the 
Epsom Speech School, the reason for its foundation being 
given as: 
Having had training in Deaf and Speech Deficiencies 
and finding there was no small school where children 
could get individual attention. 
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When one considers the meagre supply of special schools in 
New Zealand this school should make a welcome contribution in 
this field. 
The only school conducted by the Theosophists of which 
I can find any record is the Vasanta Garden School which was 
established in Auckland about 1919. For a while the 
Salvation Army maintained the Florence Booth School at their 
training farm in Wellington, but a letter from the manager 
informs me that this was taken over by the Government and now 
forms part of the State system. 
Finally, there remain three schools of different 
character, all situated in Christchurch, which deserve 
special mention. First, there is Selwyn House which was 
established about 1929 by a body known as the Parents 












school whose type is implied in its name -- The Fairlie 
Sunshine School would appear to be of the same type as 
St. Mark's Open Air School, and finally there is St. John's 
Kindergarten which stands as the only "registered11 

















c. In Retrospect: 
Thus the last seventy years have witnessed a process of 
reformation of the private school system. As it stands 
to-day it represents the result of many divergent efforts, often 
uncorrelated but, in spite of this, it has gradually 
extended to such proportions that it is deserving of the 
term "system. 11 The basic reasons for this growth have been 
discussed already but in addition there were others, many of 
which were purely local in character and effect, and cannot be 
considered here. Two general contributing factors to this 
growth, however, need consideration. This movement which 
culminated in the establishment of a separate school system 
(particularly the Protestant secondary schooling) cannot be 
explained wholly by the objection of the churches to the 
secular principle. In point of fact the secondary stage of 
the State system does permit general assembly with Bible 
reading, prayers and hymns. The clause of the Education Act, 
1914, which provides that instruction in public schools 
"shall be entirely of a secular character" is contained in the 
section relating to the programme of primary instruction 
within the part relating to the primary schools.1 Thus 
if any of the schools may be described as 'godless' it is 
the primary schools, and if this objection to the secular 
principle was the only reason then the development of a 
Dominion-wide system of elementary rather than secondary 
schools would have been the first consideration, not only of 
the Roman Catholic Church, but of the Protestant Churches 














Consequently further reasons are needed to explain the 
establishment of these schools. The first may be, 
When Mr Ho~ben first democratised the secondary 
schools, •••••• he laid the foundation stone of 
the present denominational system. 1 
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By covering the country with district high schools he created 
a desire for further secondary instruction and consequently 
the need arose for hostels at the public secondary schools. 
These hostel~ unlike the schools themselves, were not free 
but fee charging. This fact gave to the Protestant Churches 
an opportunity that could be seized without involving them in 
the tremendous financial burden which the Roman Catholic 
Church had shouldered. It brought Church secondary schools 
within the more limited range of their available resources 
and the development of many of these Church schools was 
synchronous with the similar development of hostels in 
connection with the State Secondary schools. 
Furthermore, another character arising from the same 
democratisation of the old secondary schools was that the 
free place system had robbed them of that exclusiveness which 
had been so marked a feature of their early history. Prior 
to the revolutionary changes of the Seddon Hogben regime these 
schools were, like the 'public' schools of England, the sole 
prerogative of the social and intellectual elite of the 
country. The result of these changes is obvious. 
Accordingly there arose a felt want for a type of school. 


















which should combine with the orthodoxy of the Church, the 
social status which the public secondary schools were 
beginning to lose. 
Faced then, with the choice of a boarding school at 
the secondary stage, and under the. necessity in any 
case of paying not inconsiderable boarding fees, many 
parents preferred, even at the.higher cost, to entrust 
their adolescent, and often their younger, children to 
the care of schools conducted under the aegis of their 
Church, rather than to that of the public secondary 
schools.1 
Dr J. H. Murdoch describes their growth in much the same 
terms: 
An increase in the number and size of private schools 
should •••••• be noted. Some of these schools are 
essentially a protest against the secularisation of 
education that accompanied State control; others, 
though Church controlled, are rather socially 
selective schools -- at allevents in the opinion of 
parents and public.2 
Such are the factors which may account for this vigorous 
growth and such are the causes which lie behind the existence 
of the 302 private primary and the 62 private and endowed 
secondary schools in New Zealand today -- a total3 of 364. 
(There are, however, very confusing discrepancies between the 
totals given in the various sources. ]'or example, the Hon. 
G. R. Mason in "Education To-day and To-morrow114 including two 
registered private technical schools gives the figures as 63 




A. G. Butchers: '(Education in New Zealand" p.428. 
J. H. Murdoch: 11 The High Schools of New Zealand" p.56. 
These are the latest official figures which I have been 
able to obtain. They are taken from the Official Year 














when comparing the totals given in the Australasian Catholic 
Directory for '1945'1 with those of the Official Year Book for 
'109. 
'1945. The Year Book states that of the 302 private primary, 
23'1 are Catholic Schools. The Catholic Directory states that 
there are '193 perochial primary and one boarding "prep" school 
for boys making a total of '194. In this case the difference 
of 37 may refer to the Catholic preparatory classes attached 
to the post primary schools. 
If, however, 23'1 is taken as the correct total and if the 
~ 
76L Catholic secondary schools, as listed in the Directory, are 
added to it, the sum of 307 Catholic schools is obtained. 
This figure is at variance with that given in the 
Australasian Catholic Directory3 which lists only 270 schools 
in New Zealand. The situation is further complicated by the 
fact that of the 364 private schools recognised by the 
official Year Book only 3034 are registered with the 




See Appendix D. Table 3. 
This figure probably includes day schools and boarding 
schools which in reality will be combined and in 
reality one schoolo The most reliable total figure is 
that given in the Year Book. 
See Appendix D. Table 3. 












No account of the place of the Private Schools in New 
·Zealand would be complete without some consideration of their 
internal organization. Unfortunately the scope of this thesis 
is too wide to permit of anything but a broad survey of this 
field. Space does not permit a detailed account of the 
many interesting procedures adopted in these schools. The 
various curricula, experiments and the various problems 
connected with the government, the finances, the boarding 
facilities and the staffing of these schools are all worthy 
of special study. Many of them provide lines for further 
research and are thesis topics in themselves. When the freedom 
of these schools from most matters departmental is considered, 
and when the ideal position of individuality which they might 
occupy is conceived then the scope of these problems can be 
seen in all their magnitude. Even within the limitations of 
this work, however, some general observations can be made on 












B. School Organization. 
1. School Government: 
In most cases the government of the school is invested 
in some Board of Governors or Committee of Management. Such 
bodies control the policy, finances and administration of 
the school, and in conjunction with the Principal, the more 
intimate internal matters of school organization. Before 
considering these matters it should be noted, however, that 
the management itself is affected by certain external 
considerations. 
(a) External Controls: 
In the section of the Education Act, 1914 (No.56) 
relating to the Inspection of schools, direct reference is 
made to the manner in which these schools are conducted. 
Inspection of Schools: 
(1) Every public school, secondary school, and 
technical high school, every endowed school and 
registered school, every special and every 
industrial school, shall be inspected by an 
Inspector of Schools. 
(2) The inspection shall be at such times and in 
such manner as may be prescribed. 
(3) It shall be the duty of the Senior Inspector 
resident in the district, in conjunction with 
other Inspectors, as may be arranged, to 
inspect the public schools and other registered 
primary schools in such district, to report 
thereon to the Board and to the Minister, to 
give such assistance and guidance to the 
teachers as may promote the good conduct and 
efficiency of the schools, to advise the Board 
in regard to schools and teachers and in regard 
to such other educational matters as may arise 
from time to time.1 












This section, relating to the inspection of private 
schools, was repealed by the Education Amendment Act 1921-22, 
s 7(10) and that section was substituted. As will be seen 
from the following quotation, this section is of direct 
importance to the managers of such schools. 
7) Registration and Inspection of Private Schools: 
(1) For the purpose of this section •••••• 
"Efficient" used with reference to any private 
school means that the premises, staff, equipment 
and curriculum of the school are suitable, that 
the instruction afforded therein is as efficient 
as in a public school of the same class: that 
suitable provision is made for inculcation in 
the minds of the pupils of sentiments of 
patriotism and loyalty. 
"Managers" used in relation to a private school 
means and includes all persons who have the control 
and management of such school, whether they have 
a proprietary interest therein or not. 
(2) The managers of every private school established 
before the passing of this Act, and not then 
registered as such shall, within six months after 
the passing of this Act, apply to the Director of 
Education for the registration of the school under 
this section. Such application shall be in the 
form provided, and shall give such information as 
may be required regarding the premises, staff, 
equipment, curriculum and pupils of the school. 
(3) No private school shall be established after the 
passing of this Act unless application for 
registration has been made to the Director of 
Education, and he is satisfied that the premises, 
staff, equipment, and curriculum are satisfactory. 
(4) On receipt of an application for the registration 
of a private school the Director shall cause the 
school to be inspected by an Inspector. If on 
the report of the Inspector the Director is 
satisfied that the school is efficient, but in 
no other case, he shall cause the school to be 
registered as a private, primary, secondary or 
technical school, as the case may be. 
(5) The Director shall publish annually in the Gazette 










(6) Every private school, whether registered under 
this section or not, shall, be inspected annually, 
and a copy of the Inspector's report shall be 
sent to the head teacher or manager thereof. 
(7) If an any time it appears to the Director that 
any registered private school has ceased to be 
an efficient private school, within the meaning 
of this section, the Director shall remove the 
name of the school from the list of registered 
schools and shall notify the head teacher or the 
manager accordingly. 
(8) The managers of any existing unregistered private 
school who fail to apply for registration of the 
school within six months after the passing of 
this Act, and the Managers of any private school 
established after the passing of this Act without 
application for registration having been made as 
herein required, shall be jointly and severally 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of Fifty 
pounds. 
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(9) Every private school shall keep such registers of 
attendances and such other records as may be 
prescribed, and shall furnish such annual and other 
returns. as may be required. 
(10) This section is in substitution for section one 
hundred and thirty-three of the principal Act, 
and that section is hereby accordingly repealed. 
In a more indirect manner, the schools are.affected by 
the policies formulated by either the Association of 
Preparatory Schools of New Zealand or by the Association of 
the Heads of the Registered Secondary Schools of New Zealand 
(Incorporated). This organic association of the schools has 
enabled them to formulate schemes for common action with 
respect to the staffing of their schools, superannuation, 
curricula, and other matters of importance. An indication 
of the value of these associations to the schools concerned 
can be gained from an examination of the policy of the 














1. To enable our member schools to make the maximum 
contribution to education in the Dominion, both 






To promote discussion among members on educational 
matters. 
To demonstrate that true education must have a 
spiritual basis. 
To ensure that our service is acknowledged by 
the general public, the Education Department, 
leading educators and the University. 
To gain the recognition of our schools as an 
integral part of the National System. 
To urge that the Department Regulations be 
modified so as to allow free movement of teachers 
between the State Schools and the Registered 
Private Schools without prejudice t6 
(a) Equivalent status through grading; 
(b) Superannuation payment and benefits. 
7. '110 maintain high standards of teaching in our 
schools and to give remuneration not less than 





To consult and seek advice from the secondary 
schools and so avoid waste of time and dissipation 
of energy in our senior forms. 
To endeavour to obtain representation on other 
associations and committees which may be of 
assistance to the progress of our schools. 
To promote consolidation among our schools, by 
showing information on matters of common interest 
and by taking joint action as the occasion demands. 
To maintain in our schools a high standard of 
scholarship to encourage sportsmanship and leisure 
hour pursuits and.to develop character and 
independence of thought and action, so that the 
demand for schools of our type may increase.1 
Of more importance is the Headmasters' Association. This 
body has won the formal recognition of the Government in 
respect of the regulations made for the admission of private 
students to the Training Colleges, it is regularly consulted, 
1. Association of Preparatory Schools -- Bulletin No. 5 --











along with the Secondary Schools' Association when 
educational reforms are mooted, and provision is made for 
its direct representation on the University Entrance Board. 
(b) The Governing Bodies: 
The majority of Protestant Colleges are controlled by 
autonomous Boards of Governors composed of both clerical 
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and lay members. The proportion varies considerably, but a 
fair indication of the general position is given in the 
constitution of the Board of Governors of Craighead Diocesan 
School for Girls. Its Board is composed of three members 
(Clerical or lay, male or female) elected by the Synod at 
each Annual Session; three members elected by the Trustees 
for those who subscribed the money for the purchase of the 
School and the Archbishop who is Chairman. The Board as 
constituted may elect two other members and a practice is 
made of appointing a representative of Parents, and of the 
Old Girls' Association. These Churches believe that there is 
much to be gained by the Boards functioning as independent 
authorities and there is no suggestion that the educational 
policy of the schools should be controlled in detail by the 
Church courts. There is a move in the Presbyterian Church, 
however, to make a Central Board of Education an effective 
instrument of co-operation between the schools and a means of 
communication between the schools and the Church Courtso 
The government of the Roman Catholic Church Schools is 
somewhat different. The Parochial Schools are under the 
control of the Pastor of the Parish in which they are 





the religious order which staff the school. The final yet 
benevolent ruling authority, however, is the Bishop of each 
diocese who appoints a Diocesan Inspector of Schools to 
examine schools and to report to him with particular 
reference to the teaching of Christian Doctrine. 
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The smaller proprietory schools, as the name implies, are 
generally under the autocratic control of the proprietor. 
2. Staffing of the Schools: 
Some teachers, from religious convictions or social 
prejudice, have a preference for such appointments 
and some junior teachers, unable to obtain secondary 
positions from university or training college, prefer 
them to primary teaching.1 
Such are the reasons advanced by Dr Murdoch to account 
for the entry of teachers into the separate school system. 
Although rather bluntly stated they are more or less true. 
When one considers the causes of the foundation of these 
schools it is to be expected that the religious motive 
is that which activates the majority of teachers who seek 
such positions. This is especially true of the teachers 
in Catholic schools, most of whom are unpaid. In the Catholic 
secondary schools the staffs are provided by the various 
religious orders which control the schools and the teachers 
in the parochial schools are appointed by the Superior of 
the Order which conducts the school in conjunction with the 
pastor of the Parish in which the school is situated. In 
the Protestant schools this motive is not always so apparent. 








In these schools, the claim of religious conviction 
is relegated, at times, to a secondary position when some 
appointments are made and occasionally adherents of denominations 
hold positions in a particular church school. The problem is 
well stated by the Special Committee of the General 
1 Assembly, 1944: 
It is important that staff members should be in full 
sympathy with the objects of the school. It may not 
be possible to maintain a well-balanced staff with all 
the varied qualifications demanded by a modern school 
while insisting that applicants should be communicant 
members of the Presbyterian Church, but in making 
appointments due weight should be given to the 
desirability of having on the staff a considerable 
majority of men and women who are convinced Christians 
and who are accustomed to worship. 
The influence of the other two factors is more difficult 
to assess. Possibly, in a few isolated cases, the individual 
desire for a higher social position may be operative, but 
it is doubtful whether any of these schools can offer the 
teacher a standing in society that is higher than that which 
is obtainable in a public secondary school. A more 
important factor appears to be the freedom offered in these 
schools. As a result of discussions held with a number of 
such teachers the fact emerged that, in many cases, their 
entry into this private service was governed, not so much by 
any deep religious conviction or by a wish for social glamour, 
but by a desire to be free from "red tape"; to be released 
from the shackles of departmentalism. 
1. "The Presbyterian Church Schools" 1947. 
Findings of a Special Committee of the General 
























Furthermore, it seems unfair to infer that a proportion 
of the junior staffs of these schools is composed of teachers 
who have been unable to obtain other positions. In some 
cases teachers, in the preparatory departments of a number of 
secondary schools, have accepted such appointments in order 
that they might be resident in a University centre and thus be 
able to complete a university degree and a few others in the 
secondary departments in order to do post-graduate or 
research work. These seem to be the factors which have 
influenced the teachers in the private schools in their choice 
of service and, when referring to the staffing of its Church 
·schools, the Special Committee of the Presbyterian Church 
1 states: 
It can be said quite emphatically that our schools 
have been and are being served by a group of 
principals who would have achieved eminence anywhere 
in their profession. They have chosen this work 
because it offered them unique opportunities outside the 
more rigid framework of the State service. There have 
been inevitable staff shortages during the war years. 
This situation is not peculiar to Church schools. 
This has led in some cases to the recruitment of 
teachers whose qualifications and experience left 
something to be desired. The committee was, however, 
most impressed by the number of highly qualified 
and successful teachers, who have chosen to work in 
the Church Schools and who have behind them 
considerable periods of service in these schools. 
Most of these have gladly sacrifieed more spectacular 
and remunerative careers in the State Service. 
and thus recognises the influence of such factors. 
The prospectuses of many of these schools record 
imposing lists of men and women who possess sound scholar-
ship. The proportion of teachers who do not hold some degree, 
1. "The Presbyterian Church Schools" 1947, p.10. 
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diploma or teaching certificate appears to be sma11, 1 •2 • and 
if a criticism can be levelled, this occurs most often in the 
case of the smaller secondary schools and the proprietory 
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and preparatory schools. The official attitude of the Roman 
Catholic Church is that all its teachers in the secondary 
stage should be qualified and a training college for 
Catholic teachers is to be opened in Auckland which will be 
open to all who wish to take advantage of it. 
A further point with reference to the staffing of these 
schools is that they possess an advantage over the great 
mass of state controlled schools, where Education Boards 
and secretaries have the decisive word in the appointment of 
teachers with whom they will not be living and working. The 
Principal of an independent school, in conjunction with the 
Governors, must and can choose the type of person with whom 
he or she can work, and their colleagues work, with friendly 
co-operation in the pursuit of common ideals. This complete 
freedom from beaurocratic control is in the long run the 
really distinguishing feature of the private school. The 
result is a great variety among the schools each being free 
to develop characteristics of its own, ultimately due to the 
personal contribution and influence of a longer or shorter 
series of Principals, House Masters and Mistresses, and 
assistants, all of them free to develop their own lines, and 
justified by the confidence of the public in entrusting its 
children to them for the greater part of the year. 'Mr Chips' 
1. See Appendix E. Table 1. 
2. It is perhaps significant to note that a number of these 
teachers hold degrees and diplomas from English, French 





















has his representative in many a private school; a master 
who has served the school so long that he and it are 
inseparable. Thus is evolved a tradition in each school; 
and a score of traditions can differ widely and yet all 
become intrinsically good. 
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Finally, it should be noted that the staff-pupil ratio of 
most of these schools1 would more than favourably compare with 
those of the State schools. In the case of the Roman Catholic 
schools the ratio tends to be higher. 
3. Otilr'ricula: 
As a general observation, the relatively greater freedom 
of these schools in the matter of curriculum enables greater 
variety of subject choice, and the smaller classes, and 
usually relatively small roll numbers, enable more individual 
work to be undertaken. Most of the secondary schools can 
offer2 at least three alternative courses -- an academic 
course, a general or modern course (in lesser academic 
subjects), and a commercial and/or a home science, course. 
Some of the boys' schools offer agriculture courses, a few 
offer engineering and technical courses and one, Wesley 
College, Paerata, a Divinity Course. Often the laboratories, 
dressmaking and cookery rooms and workshops or studios are 
among the most up-to-date and satisfactory parts of the 
equipment of the schools. 
'1. See Appendix E. Table '1. 
2. From information supplied by Headteachers in answer to 











In this connection Dr Murdoch has an interesting comment 
when referring to the teaching of geography: 1 
There is, however, indisputable evidence that the 
best work comes, not from the ablest candidates, 
but from small groups attending certain schools, 
where consistently good examination work, year after 
year, bears testimony to the excellence of the 
teaching, 
and adds as a footnote: 
Some of the private schools for girls have an 
enviable record. 
In some cases, however, the alternative course or courses offered 
exist in name only because of limited facilities. If a 
generalization can be made the courses of study have been 
predominantly academic in their emphasis. For example: 
Latin, no longer compulsory even for general 
matriculation, has lost its pride of place. It 
still, however, holds its own in scholarship 
'A' forms in the bigger high schools, and 
probably in private schools.2 
It is still the subject for the academically bright scholar, 
and has therefore a glamour that sometimes cause parents 
(many of whom are in a profession) of private school pupils 
to insist on it for their children even where eventual 
failure is certain. Furthermore a very considerable number 
of the senior pupils of these schools proceed to the 
University each year and hence the greater emphasis. Some 
indication of this may be gained from the following table 





















showing the number of scholarships gained by the various 
types of schools from 1928-1939: 1 
1933 Nos.at Nos.of Total Nos.per 
Roll Junior Univ. schol- 1000 of 
Univ. Nat. ars school 
Schs Schs population 
City High 
Schools 6679 77 116 193 29 
Provincial High 
Schools 4399 38 54 92 21 
Country High 
Schools 4160 15 29 -- 11 
Registered Private 
Schools 1063 24 32 56 14 
Technical High 
Schools 8706 2 4 6 1 
District High 
Schools 5030 1 1 2 
Although one of the chief reasons advanced for private 
schools is the freedom for experimentation and variety of 
type in education, at primary2 and secondary levels it must 
be admitted that this freedom is observable in practice 
mainly in respect to religious education and fuller treatment 
of music, arts and crafts. Music, dramatics, and arts and 
crafts receive careful attention, and there are in the schools 
a considerable number of highly qualified and experienced 
teachers in these subjects. Murdoch1 offers the explanation 
that this is rendered possible by the fact that the parents 
are on the whole reasonably well to do people, who can afford 
1. J. H. Murdoch: 'I'he High Schools of New Zealand" p.339. 












to allow their children more time to matriculate, or even, 
especially with girls, to ignore examinations altogether. 
To take music as an example: it has been stated that: 
It is noteworthy that private schools tend to pay 
more attention to the claims of music.1 
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The explanation is offered that the schools2 are mainly 
boarding institutions with better opportunities than day 
schools for musical training; and being "home" for boarders 
they seek to provide the social amenities that day pupils are 
left to gain in their own homes. Many boarders come from the 
country for the 'polish' of a town school and music teaching 
is one of the lacks of a back country homestead. Moreover, 
the association of the teaching with the music of church or 
chapel, and the regular daily religious exercises of the 
school, help to create an appreciation of a musical atmosphere. 
In practice, however, the studies in the primary schools 
are determined by the state inspectorial reports (the effect 
of the registration regulation), in the secondary schools by 
the requirements of public examinations, and in the case of 
accrediting schools by University requirements. The majority 
of these schools favour the retention of the University 
Entrance Examination. Writing in 1930 Butchers3 
In any revision of the examination system, ••••• we 
may confidently look to find provision made for a 
dual scheme under which all the non-accrediting schools 
will be strongly led by the principals of the 
denominational institutions. 
1. J. H. Murdoch: The High Schools of New Zealand p.148. 
2. i.e. secondary schools. 










and history has proved him to be correct. Accrediting means 
close inspection, with constant authority to approve or 
disapprove buildings, equipment and curriculum, and to accredit 
or discredit the school accordingly, and thus many of these 
schools have stood apart. Similarly in some schools the 
11 new syllabus 11 has been welcomed but there are many 
reservations. The necessity for specialist teachers, new and 
costly equipment, etc., has thrown a heavy financial burden 
on these schools; a burden which many are not capable to 
bear. There are a few of the smaller secondary schools faced 
with the possibility of closing their secondary departments 
and concentrating on the preparatory side. 
The provision made, in the curriculum, for religious 
instruction, differs widely according to the type of school 
and to the denomination controlling it.1 In the Roman 
Catholic Schools Christian doctrine occupies a major position 
on the time table; the time allotted generally being over 
three hours per week. A syllabus of instruction is drawn up 
by each Bishop who appoints a Diocesan Inspector of Schools to 
examine the schools and to report to him with particular 
reference to the teaching of Christian Doctrine. For this 
purpose the Inspector administers an oral and occasionally a 
written examination. It is in the Protestant schools that 
the variation of time allotment is so marked. In some cases 
only thirty or forty minutes of Scripture or Divinity is 
given per week, while in others it varies from one to four 
hours. Excluding smaller proprietory schools, in almost every 














case provision is made for daily corporate worship and the 
boarders attend Sunday worship at the College Chapel in the 
case of Anglican schools and at the parish church in the case 
of Presbyterian schools.1 Group activities such as Bible 
Classes and Christian Youth Movements are conducted within 
the life of the schools and the classroom teaching is in the 
hands of the chaplains, principals and selected members of 
the staff. In some schools preparation for Church membership 
is carried on over an extended period. 
Some of the wider implications of this question of 
religious instruction and education were considered by the 
General Assembly's Special Committee2 and they give an 
indication of the limitations of the curricula of these 
schools. 
1. 
So long as the curriculum is predominantly academic 
an integrated religious education can be the 
privilege only of pupils who can profit by academic 
studies. The valid claim that all education should 
have a Christian basis carries with it the implication 
that the curriculum should cover the whole field of 
education, i.e. that we should be as zealous to 
implant spiritual values in the education of, say, 
plumbers and carpenters, as of lawyers and doctors. 
To integrate religious teaching into all modern 
courses of education would require financial 
resources far beyond those likely to be available 
•••••• Thus religious education is not available to 
many on educational as well as on financial grounds. 
Although there is a movement in some Presbyterian 
schools towards building a college chapel, the 
official attitude of the Church is not favourable. 
The Church does not consider that worship in such 
chapels should supersede worship and contact with 
the parish churches, for it believes that experience 
of the life of a normal congregation is an essential 
part of the training of pupils. 




















4. The Pupils at Private Schools: 
A limited investigation by H. C. McQueen, K. O'Halloran, 
G. H. Boyes1 and others, suggests certain generalisations 
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about private school pupils which further research might 
modify though they are in line with what is generally accepted, 
and with investigations elsewhere. These research workers 
found that the schools were preponderantly supported by 
children of the professional and semi-professional classes, 
(and of farmers) (presumably the more well-to-do farmers as the 
schools were city schools and the children boarders). The 
age distribution, both boys and girls, was wider than that of 
children in State schools. The median I.Q. of entrants was one 
point higher than for technical schools, but five and a half 
points lower than for State high schools. The figures were: 
Children leaving primary school for work 
Enrolling at Technical high schools 
II II Private schools 





Corresponding graphs2 show also an unusually high percentage 
of extreme values, both low and high, in the case of private 
school pupils. In the case of the lower values the reason 
is probably that parents like to send backward children to 
private schools, because they are select, have smaller roll 
numbers and smaller classes, while in the case of the higher 
values, if heredity counts, one would expect some high I.Q's 
among the children of the professional classes. 













Of the total primary school population '14.4 per cent.'1 
attend private schools of which 84 per cent. attend Catholic 
schools. Of the secondary school population 2'1.4 per cent. 
-127. 
are at registered private secondary schools. With the exception 
of the Catholic parochial schools which are purely day schools 
the majority of private schools cater for boarders as well as 
day pupils.2 It is difficult to assess the exact proportion 
of boarders to day pupils in all of these schools and the data 
are not sufficiently complete to warrant any sweeping general-
ization. It would appear, however, that the ratio of boarders 
to day pupils is higher in case of the Anglican and Preparatory 
schools but lower in the Presbyterian3 and especially the 
Catholic boarding schools. 4 ·5· 
In general, the hostel staff consists of a senior 
housemaster or mistress (either the principal or a senior 
assistant) with junior teachers to assist. In almost every 
case a matron (who is resident and a school medical officer 
is employed. 
There is a conflict of opinion as to the place of the 
boarding hostel in a school, and it is of supreme difficulty 
to estimate, even approximately, the educational value of 
the training given in the boarding schools. Critics have 
argued that the typical boarding school, with its inevitable 
rules, regulations and restrictions, its institutionalised 
'1. H. G. R. Mason - Education 1I10-day and To-morrow, p.69. 
2. See Appendix E, Table 3. 
3. Appendix E, Table 4. 












life, its routine and its worship of tradition, emphasises 
the herd instinct, discourages initiative and independence 
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of thought, and inculcates blind conservatism and the worship 
of form. Others believe that the boarding school is, on the 
whole, the best available training in self reliance and in 
the art of living happily with all and sundry. In answer 
to the criticism that boarders miss the amenities and 
influences of home life, H. C. Hardy, C.B.E., M.A., Headmaster 
of Shrewsbury School, states: 
The idea that Day Boys lead a sheltered life, easier 
than that of the Boarders, simply will not bear exam-
ination; for it is much harder work being a Day Boy, 
even though his bed may be softer and his meals more 
dainty, and possibly his privacy greater; and 
privacy is a priceless boon, but sadly lacking in many 
Boarding schools, though not in all, yet by no means 
easy to come by in a small home, where a real difficulty 
is for a boy to find quiet and space for his homework 
without interruptions of all kinds, whether to hear 
the 9 o'clock news, or to give the dog his supper, or 
to take a hand in one of the many small tasks that 
fall to the children of any home other than one in 
which all is done by servants, an increasingly rare 
phenomenon.1 
Another problem is that it seems an open question whether 
a system suited for boys is equally suited for girls. The 
main distinguishing feature of girls' hostels appears to be 
their greater reliance on restrictions. 
External discipline and organisation are strongly 
in evidence, so that life, as several ex-girls 
describe it 'runs to bells and crocodiles' and day 
girls regard boarders 'with friendly commiseration'. 
It would seem, too, that girls are more apt to be 
snobbish and class conscious than boys. But the 
organisation of the State of Scythia, and the 
character of its inhabitants, are like hearsay to 
the investigator. 
1. Education in Britain, p.20. 
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Whatever the answer, many of the private schools and colleges 
of New Zealand cater definitely for the children of parents 
who believe in boarding school life as necessary to a finished 
education. This is especially true of girls' schools and 
parents sending girls far from home are apt to seek private 
schools. 
Other reasons which lie behind the entry of children into 
private schools are suggested by the survey of the Presbyterian 
schools already mentioned. 
Homes of Boarders 
A B C 
St. Cuthbert's 23 50 47 
Iona 11 33 72 
Solway - 32 65 
Queen Margaret 11 2 11 
Rangi Ruru 15 11 25 
Columba 4 14 50 
Scots 22 5 56 
St. Andrews 8 48 41 
John McGlashan 23 13 30 
-- -- -
117 215 397 
Column A refers to children from school towns; Column B to 
children from smaller centres (where regular high school or 
technical school is established) and Column C to children from 
country districts where there are no such facilities. That is, 
fifty per cent. of the boarders are in Group C and approximately 
thirty per cent. in Group B. Furthermore, a proportion of the 
children in Group A are in the following categories: (a) no 
father; (b) no mother; (c) orphans; (d) father and 
mother separated. It is more probable that these reasons are 
not limited to the Presbyterian Schools and will be operative 
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c. The Problems of the Private School: 
1. Finance: 
In the final analysis, most of the problems of the private 
schools are financial and it is often the various economic 
considerations that prevent such schools making their fullest 
and most effective contribution to New Zealand education. 
This may not be so true of Catholic schools where the overhead 
expenses are smaller because most of the teachers are unpaid 
but there are indications that this Church feels its 
educational burden heavy.1 There are a few private schools 
(including the two public endowed schools, Christ's College 
and Wanganui Collegiate) which are very lavishly endowed but 
there are others which do not possess any. 2 Apart from the 
Catholic schools, which are financed by a levy on Church 
members, the main source of revenue is the school fees.3 In 
most cases the original endowment was more than expended on 
the purchase of land or buildings and equipment, and consequently 
it has been necessary to meet all costs of maintenance, 
repayment costs and costs of expansion and of revenue of 
this sort.4 Most college boards are faced with considerable 
1. Conversation with a Diocesan Inspector revealed that 
the provision of specialist teachers, new equipment, 
higher cost of building, etc., may prove too expensive 
for the Church, since it does not charge high tuition 
fees. 
2. Most of the schools were very reticent when enquiries 
were made concerning their endowments except when the 
cheerful answer of 'Nil' was given. 
3. See Appendix E. Table 5. 
4. Often considerable aid has been given by parents, ex-























difficulties for many reasons. First, some boards are faced 
with heavy financial burden arising from interest charges and 
repayment costs of mortgages incurred in the development of the 
schools. Second, at the same time some are forced to consider 
borrowing more money for necessary expansion to develop 
their schools to its optimum size. In some cases it is clear 
that the revenue required to meet the present mortgage charges 
with provision for repayment, and pay working expenses, 
cannot be obtained unless the school is expanded into a more 
economic unit. This in turn cannot be done without further 
capital expenditure. Also borrowing may be required for the 
provision of much needed amenities, such as halls, playing 
areas, etc., etc., which are not necessarily revenue providing. 
Third, the introduction of the, 'new syllabus' with the 
necessity for specialist teachers, etc., has thrown a further 
heavy burden on the governing bodies. 
2. State Aid: 
In view of this burden and also because of the fact that 
the private schools are subject to compulsory Government 
inspection for registration purposes1 and that their 
efficiency in respect of accommodation, staffing, and secular 
instruction is, therefore, certified by the Government 
Inspectors, it is urged by some schools, especially the 
Catholic, that they should be allowed capitation in respect of 
the secular work done at the current rate of the annual cost 
per pupil in Government Schools.2 There is no principle 
involved in granting this claim that has not been accepted 
1. See Section III B. 1(a) 














already by the State, which has paid capitation grants to 
certain Roman Catholic Orphanages. Even more telling is the 
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fact that the principle under consideration has been operative, 
in a similar fashion for many years, throughout the Native 
Secondary system which consists, almost wholly, of denominational 
schools. These schools, Protestant as well as Catholic, are 
in receipt of capitation subsidies from the Government. Thus 
the refusal of Parliament to give any consideration to these 
requests does not rest upon any principle consistently applied 
throughout the education system. Rather it rests upon a 
deeply ingrained fear, inherited from certain painful 
recollections of the old provincial days, that such a 
recognition would result eventually in the disintegration of 
the national system of education and bring about a return to 
the wasteful and discordant denominational system as existed 
in Auckland and Canterbury in the 'sixties and 'seventies. 
There are indications, however, that a more benevolent 
attitude may be adopted by Parliament. When discussing the 
further extension of the facilities of conveyance to private 
school pupils the Prime Minister said: 
After all,_ these children are all our children, and 
I am sure Parliament would be quite agreeable that, 
whether they are going to an Anglican, Presbyterian 
or Roman Catholic School, they should at least get 
the benefit of conveyance.1 
Mr c. G. E. Harker stated in reply: 
The remarks of the Prime Minister regarding denominational 
schools will meet with the general approval of the House.2 



















and continued that he would like Parliament to consider a still 
wider principle. 
We claim to have the best educational system in the 
world, but under it people who had to support the 
State system also carried the burden of private 
denominational schools. If a capitation allowance 
were made in respect to denominational schools it 
would have the support of my side of the House, for 
it would be bare economic justice. 
The Presbyterian Church, however, is definitely opposed to the 
principle and there are many schools which do not favour the 
scheme. It is felt, and rightly so, that State aid would 
carry with it state interference and increased controls. As 
has been demonstrated Overseas the degree of control demanded 
by the State is in proportion to the aid given and consequently 
many schools feel that such a situation would be a direct 
contradiction of their aims. This attitude was demonstrated 
in 1939 when some schools were approached regarding the 
application for a State Grant of Boarding allowances. The 
replies of two schools are indicative of it: 
The council would prefer not to join in an application 
to the Government for boarding allowances in regard to 
its pupils. 
Application in the direction suggested would be of no 
avail, and further this is a most inopportune time to 
take such action. 
In spite of this pessimistic prediction a boarding allow-
ance of 7/6d per week was made available in 1945 for pupils 
attending private schools and in the same year it was 
decided by the Education Department to issue free to all 
private schools the primary school text books now being 
produced by the Department. In many other ways these schools 
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Journal free and wherever possible, the free issue of daily 
milk to pupils in private schools has been arranged, and 
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they have also participated in the free issue of apples during 
the season. Secondary school bursaries, of the annual value 
of £40, were established in 1945 for pupils with School 
Certificate who do not live within reach of a school approved 
for accrediting. They are available for a period of up to 
two years at private registered schools approved for 
accrediting by the University. Furthermore, eligible pupils 
of private schools now receive capitation payment towards the 
cost of travel to school. 
The following table gives the details of expenditure on 











At basis these are, again, financial problems. One great 
difficulty in the recruiting of suitable staffs for these 
schools is the obstacle of the superannuation regulation, of 
the State service. Although most private schools conduct their 
own superannuation schemes through such societies as the 
National Provident Society, it is only a partial solution. A 
teacher in the State service who has accepted a position in the 
private service cannot transfer deposits from one superannuation 
















scheme to the other. He must either withdraw from the State 
scheme or apply for leave of absence and teach in a State 
school for twenty hours per year in order to be eligible for 
the State superannuation benefit. Furthermore, if a teacher 
proceeds from a private school (after having paid into its 
scheme) into the State service, he is severely handicapped 
in his provision for superannuation.1 Another difficulty in 
the past has been the lower salaries that were paid. In most 
cases, this is not generally an obstacle to-day, but many 
schools find it difficult to provide increments equal in 
value to those provided in the State service. Thus, although 
a teacher may be appointed to a position in a private school 
with the same salary as in a State school after a period 
his salary may be much lower than what he would receive in 
the State service. Another staffing problem is that connected 
with domestics, altogether apart from the general shortage of 
such workers. There has been a movement on the part of the 
union to force the domestic staffs of the hostels to join the 
Hotel Workers• Union. If this was achieved the terms of the 
award of the Union would create an impossible situation, 
since it requires that the domestics should have numerous 
concessions which would be most impracticable. Such staffs 
receive the full school holidays and most schools agree that 
a separate award is needed to meet the situation • 
4. Boarding Problems: 
The various questions which arise in a consideration of 
1. At the last Annual general meeting of the Association of 
Preparatory Schools this matter was discussed at length. 
The aid of the Association of Headmasters of Registered 
Secondary Schools was enlisted and steps were taken to 











boarding facilities are too numerous to be discussed here. 
The problems of really adequate bathroom and lavatory 
accommodation, kitchen equipment, changing and locker rooms 
(rarely satisfactory) social rooms, and grounds, etc. need 
careful consideration. 
A review is needed which could be carried out by or 
through the Department, and might profitably embrace all 
school hostels, state and private: 
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An alert investigator, really familiar with the intimate 
problems of boarding-school life, could produce a report 
of the greatest value to the Department, to principals 
and to parents.4 
The procedure adopted in many combined preparatory and 
secondary schools of having children, whose ages range from 
five to eighteen in the same hostel is another matter which 
needs careful consideration. One headmaster who is closing 
the secondary department of his school advanced the reason that 
attempting to educate 7 to 47-year olds together is 
educationally wrong. 
When one considers that many of the smaller pupils are in 
the private boarding schools because they are backward or 
because of poor home circumstances, and that some of them are 
also emotionally unstable, the many problems of the matrons 
and house staffs are readily conceived. 










From this it can be seen that the problems confronting 
the private schools are many and it must be admitted that 
their failure and often their inability to solve these problems 
does not prevent them making their most effective contribution. 
But this does not mean they have nothing to offer. Critics 
have often seized on their many shortcomings and have failed 
to recognise or do justice to their value as educational 
institutions. To many, both in New Zealand and Overseas, 
their existence represents a problem to be solved, the easiest 
solution being their abolition, or at least their limitation. 
In a pamphlet entitled "A Plan for Australia" issued by the 
Australian Council for Educational Research, the anonymous 
authors state: 
It is strongly felt that the democratic ideal requires 
a single system of education rather than a dual system 
based on differences in income level, and that the 
religious ideal requires a single rat.her than a multiple 
system based on denominational affiliation.1 
"The Democratic Ideal" is a term with many wide meanings 
and space doesnot permit an exhaustive definition. Its most 
apparent meaning in New Zealand education, however, seems to 
be 'equality of opportunity.' It is urged that it is the 
duty of the State to provide equality of opportunity. The 
State may and should offer facilities for all children who 
can profit by them to obtain the best possible education but 
it cannot solve the whole problem. It offers no solution to the 
inevitability of inequality. The State may launch its bounty 










are to be good or bad depends on the training of the Church, 
of the home and the school. 
The reference to the 'religious ideal' infers that 
denominational schools are superfluous and that the claims of 
religion can be met by one form of belief suited to the 
spiritual needs of the whole community. Even this solution 
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is not acceptable to New Zealand's education with its avowed 
secular policy. Although in New Zealand, where the Bible is 
seldom read in the homes; where attendance at Church is often 
held to interfere with the week-end programme of pleasure, 
and where it thus remains to the school to take over the task 
which the Church and the home formerly performed, it is only 
the private schools which shoulder the responsibility. The 
Spens Report in its chapter on Scripture1 says: 
No boy or girl can be counted as properly educated 
unless he or she has been made aware of the fact 
of a religious interpretation of life. 
and this the private schools attempt to do. Furthermore, not 
only religious instruction but religious education is their 
concern: 
The development of the religious consciousness is not, 
and cannot be, the subject of a syllabus; it grows 
from the environment favourably and naturally, if the 
environment is favourable and natural, atrophied or 
distored, if the environment is materialist in its 
values, and purely competitive in spirit ••••• There 
is a tradition that there can be inspiration in the 
dwelling together of the teachers and the taught, 
that the head and the staff, the Sixth Form, and the 
main body of pupils can and do often find a common 
life which has a spiritual basis, a fertile seed 
ground from which do naturally spring the love of God 
and the love of one's neighbour. It is obvious that 
these intangible spiritual values come not so much 
from what teachers say and teach, from curricula and 









seen to be, inside and outside the classroom.1 
How far do the private schools conform to that standard 
of religious education? That is the question to be asked of 
all schools and at least it can be answered that the private 
schools do consciously attempt to meet the situation. 
At the same time, apart from these considerations, these 
schools are of value to New Zealand education. Possessing a 
thoroughly State-controlled system of education New Zealand is 
in need of independent educational institutions which can 
stand off, criticise and offer suggestions to the larger system. 
In the words of the Minister of Education, the Hon. H. G. R. 
Mason: 
I welcome the diversity that schools independent of the 
State are capable of introducing into New Zealand 
education. Indeed, if I have any criticism at all 
of some private schools, it is that they have not 
always taken full advantage of their freedom to do 
things that are more difficult to do within a State 
system. The private schools, I am sure, will make 
their greatest contribution to education in New Zealand 
not be imitation of the State schools, but by developing 
a character of their own. It is a legitimate function 
of the State, of course, to see that every child, 
whatever school he attends is educated under conditions 
that guarantee certain minimum standards. This is 
adequately taken care of by the system of registration 
and inspection of schools. For the rest, I would 
wish every private school to have freedom to solve its 
own problems, in its own way.2 
1. The Report of the Committee of the Secondary Schools 
Examination Council as quoted by F •. G. Phillips --
Democracy and The Private School, p.31. 


















1816 -- 1867 

























A copy of the class register at Kendall's School on 
Opening taken from the Folio of Correspondence, etc., 
of the Rev. Samuel Marsden, vol. III no.59. 
Names Sex Age No. Sex Age 
A Towha M 17 18 Pakke Kooda F 12 
A Tooma M 14 19 A Tou F 10 
Kiddepeedo M 14 20 A Tee F 7 
A Tarra M 9 21 A hoodoo Tarra F 16 
A Wha M 9 22 Shou Ta Kiddes F 14 
A Tunghurro F 12 23 Heena Hoodoo F 14 
A Too F 13 24 A Pakkoo F 20 
A Wha F 14 25 A Weddee F 9 
A Houhee F 17 26 Kiddee Lou F 12 
A Kauhee F 14 27 Taa Hee M 16 
A Koora F 12 28 A Doodoo F 12 
A Peeko F 13 29 A Warree Tou M 12 
A Dingha F 14 30 A Hoohee F 10 
A Moodee F 15 31 A Takka M 16 
Kodooa F 15 32 Tahoohoro M 17 
A Keena F 17 33 A Manoo F 7 
A Tarree F 16 
Various interruptions to the work are recorded, e.g. 
several absent procuring mussels. 
The majority of the scholars are recorded as working 
at their alphabet, a few at monosyllables. 
An interesting comment is added in the register: 
"The children sleep in the school house in their own 
filthy raiment •••••• We must do as we can until I 
receive further instruction." 










~ Anglican R.C. Wesle;x:an Ang. &..9.!., Wes. 
1846 £200: -: - £60: -: - £40: -: -
1847 200: -: - 60: -: - 40: -: -
1848 1150: -: - 1075: -: - 1056: -: -
1849 1417: -: - 495: -: - 947: -: -
1850 2025:10: - 840: -: - 1499: 10: -
1851 1034: -:, - 560: -: - 706: -: -
1852 1399:19: 5 610: -: - 1306: -: -
1853 t 4026: 7: - 747:10: - 872:12: 6 
1854 1360: 5: 3 231: 5: - 283:12: 6 
1855 + --- --- --- £975: -: -
1856 + --- --- --- 3150: -: -
1857 + --- --- --- 5545·: , -: -
1858 +- --- --- --- 4573: -: -
1859 2025: -: - 750: -: - 1200: -: - 4569: 5: -
1860 2275: -: - 752: 14: 10 1200: -: - 1134:12: 9 
1861 638: 4: 7 232: 8:11 398:16: 1 
1862 3198: 4: 8 791: 11: 8 1427: 16: 8 
1863 2928: 9: 8 1099: 4: 4 1622: 10: -
1864 1825:19: 5 391: -: 3 1476: 2: 1 
1865 1043: 9: 8 415:17: 1 1804: 4: 8 
1866 511: 7: 8 90: 16: 9 129: -: 9 
1867 931: 15: 10 274: 7: 9 1451: 1: 5 
1868 1158: 17: 11 531: 6: 9 828:18: 6 
Totals £29349:11: 1 £10008: 3: 4 £18289: 5: 2 £19946~17: 9 
Grand Total: £77,593:17: 4 
REMARKS: t Including £618:16: 1 on buildings. 
Roman Catholic and Wesleyan 
-t- Separate figures not available for these years. 
December quarter only -- Record of other part lost. 
Includes allowance to June 1866. 


























Bay of Islands 







































Thomas Kendall, Wm. Hall, 
John King, Wm. Carlisle, 
Gordon F. Hall, Rev. 
Williams, S. Williams, 
o. Hadfield, W. Colenso, 
B.Y. Ashwell, Dr. Maunsell, 
J. Morgan, Thos. Lanfead. 
Native Teachers trained by 
the above-mentioned. 
Bishop Selwyn. Rev. J.F. Lloyd 
Rev. c. J. Abraham 
Rev. G. A. Kissling 
Rev. R. Maunsell, Mr C. 
Volkner 
Rev. J. Morgan 
Rev. B. Y. and Mrs Ashwell 
Rev. S. Williams 
Rev. o. Hadfield 
Native Teachers 
Rev. Sam Leigh, N. Turner, 
J. Hobbs, Wm. White, 
Rev. J. Stack 
Rev. Wm. White 
J. H. Brumby, J. Hobbs 
W. Woon, G. Smales 
J. Warren 
J. Buller 
J. Wallis, T. Buddle 
H. H. Turton 




































































1. Compiled from: Blue Book 1842 
Rev. W. Lawry (Suptd.) 
Rev. T. Buddle 
Rev. J. H. Fletcher 
Rev. A. Reid 
Rev. H. Lawry 
Rev. J. Hobbs 
Rev. J. Warren 
Rev. J. Butler 
Rev. J. Wallis 
Rev. G. Buttle 
Rev. J. Whiteley 
Rev. G. Smales 
Schnackenburg (catechist) 
Rev. H. Turton 
Rev. W. Burrows 
C. Williams (not ordained) 











Rev. J.F.H. Wohlers 
Rev. J.F. Reimenschneider 
Rev. C. Holkner ( later 
c.o.F.E.) 
Rev. C.W. Heine 
Br.other Honore 
Morley 
Blue Book 1851 
History of Methodism 
J.J. Watson -
and adapted from 
The Church in New Zealand 















European Schools, etc. 
















The following table gives the relative percentages of the 
religious denominations in the first six settlements taken 
from the 1858 census. 1 







AUCKLAND 21.98 45.82 8.53 8.18 15.43 
Roman Catholic C.of E Meth Other Presby. 















1 Table 2 
Showing Proprietory Schools in Auckland -- 1840 - 1860. 



















Clifton College 1844 
Queen Street (Boarders 50 gns 1849 









Rev. John Duffus, M.A.Classical & Commerical Academy 1847 
Messrs. McIntyre & 
Reynolds 
Rev. F. Gould 


























The following is a list of Schools in Auckland in 1860: 1 
A. Public or "Aided" Schools 
School 


















Wesley College Queen St 





Hobson St. Boys 
Girls 
Symonds St. Boys 
Girls 











Rev. S. Blackburn 
Ven. G. A. Kissling 










Mrs Alex. Whyte 
John Stables 
Miss Chalmers 
R. J. O'Sullivan 
Sisters of Mercy 
II ,II II 
Mullampy 
Segala 







B. PRIVATE SCHOOLS 1860 
School 
Auckland Academy (Coburg Street) 
Commerical School (Barrack Street) 
Hanover House (Wakefield St.) 
















Misses King, Goldstone 
It Barber, Tregay 
Miss Seeks 
Mrs McLeod 






Rev. -- Haywood 

















Schools and Teachers mentioned in the Auckland 










































St. Georges Rd. 
Victoria St. 
Dublin St., Newton 
Symonds St. 
West St., Newton 
Vincent St .. 
Kyber Pass Road 





























Showing the Number of Parish Day Schools and Pupils 
given in the Sta1istics reported yearly to the Diocesan Synods. 
Number of Parishes Number of Pupils 










T 9 1380 
' 5 299 T 
' 3 231 T 
1. "In some cases there was more than one day school in 
a parish." Adapted from an unpublished thesis 
entitled "The Contribution of the Church of England 
to Education in New Zealand since the arrival of 
Bishop Selwyn." by Joan Fitchett, 1941, p.76. 
Footnote 2. 
2 f+++ This reduction in numbers probably resulted from the 
policy of the Church, about this period, which 
surrendered some of its special schools in the hope 















Private and Proprietory 
Schools 
1877 -- 1910 






















Showing the list of Private Schools given in J. Ingram 
& co's Directory for Auckland City and Suburbs, 1882. 





Church of England Grammar School 
College & Grammar School 
Epsom House Seminary 
Johnson Miss 
Judd Miss 
Norman, Mrs and Miss 
Pettit, Mrs W. F. 
Ponsonby High School 
Roman Catholic High School 
St. John's College 
St. Patrick's College 
Shorland, J. 
Sisters of Mercy Select 
St. Stephen's School 
. . . . 
Location (or Prop.) 
Victoria St. West 
Wellington Street 














Manukau Road, Parnell 













Showing the Schools of Auckland 1877-1910 given in 
"The Cyclopedia of New Zealand" Vol. II, p.211-213. 
Melmerly Collegiate Mrs Clayton 
School Later Miss 
(C.O.F.E. Bdg. Girls) Hull 
St. Mary's Convent Rev. Mother 
(Bdg. Sec.) Ignatius 
"Star of the Sea" Sisters of 
Orphanage Mercy 
Ladies' College Mrs Moore 
(Bld. Girls) Jones, M.R.C.P. 
M.M., C .M. S .K. 
Malcolm's Training 
College Mr William 
(Sec. Bdg., Boys) Malcolm 




























Showing Schools Founded in Christchurch during the Period 1877 - 1910.1 
Name of School & Type 
Mrs Crosdale Bowen's 
School (Prep. Sec.) 
Warrick House School 
(Prep.) 










Sth. Belt Free 
Kindergarten 
St. Albans' Free 
Kindergarten 
Head Teacher(s) 
Mrs Bowen after 1880 
Mr Charles Cook 
The Three Miss Buchana 
Mr Charles Gilbey, 
F.I.P.S. 
Mrs Catherine Coleman 
Miss Catherine Freeman, 
B.A. 







31 Hereford St. 
150, Worcester St. 
226, Gloucester St., 
West. 
Corner of Gloucester 






1. Compiled from the Cyclopedia of New Zealand, 1903, vol. 3, p.184-186. 
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1\/JAP OF NEW ZEALAND SHOWING DIOCESES OF ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 










SUMMARY TABLE SHOWING PROVISION FOR PRIVATE EDUCATION MADE BY 
THIS CHURCH IN EACH DIOCESE 
A. AUCKLAND 
Priests 








Colleges for Secondary Education (Boys) 
1. Boarding Schools 
2. Day Schools_ 
2 
4 
Colleges for Secondary Education (Girls) 
1. Boarding Schools 6 
2. Day Schools 13 
Rural Training College 
Technical Schools (Boys) 
Parochial Primary Schools 















Colleges for Secondary Education 
1. Boarding Schools 
2. Day Schools 
Colleges for Secondary Education 
1. Boarding Schools 
2. Day Schools 
Parochial Primary Schools 




















































Boarding Schools (Boys) 
Secondary Schools (Boys) 
Boarding Schools (Girls) 
Primary Parochial Schools 





























TABLE SHOWING GRAND TOTALS FOR CATHOLIC PROVISION FOR 
EDUCATION FOR ALL NEW ZEALAND 
Ecclesiastical Colleges 3 
Seminaries 29 
Secondary Boys' Colleges 
1. Boarding 5 
2. Day-Boarding 1 
3. Day 12 
Secondary Girls' Colleges 
1. Boarding 22 
2. Day-Boarding 
3. Day 36 
Prep. Boarding for Boys 1 
Schools - Parochial 193 
Pupils 
1. Secondary 4,426 
2. Primary 21,418 
3. Total 29,721 
1,2,3 Adapted from - "The Australasian Catholic Directory" 
1945. Pgs. 336-369. 
_;.,--·-- /- 'v ',, 




TABLE OF SCHOOLS REGISTERED WITH THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND GROUPED 







Southwell Boys' School 
Hilltop Private School 
King's College 




St. Cuthbert's College 
III. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Patrick's Tech. 
St. Mary's Convent 
Cambridge Convent 

















Type of School 
Prep. Bdg. School 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. 





Prep. & Sec. Bdg. 
Prep. Sec. Bdg. 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. 
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A. AUCKLAND (contd) 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Re!:;iistn. 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B & G 175 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 1922 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 60 
G: 71 131 
St. Peter's College 1932 Prep.&, Sec. Boys 
St. Columba's Convent 1925 Prep. Day 170 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 94 
G:173 267 
St. Mary's Convent 1916.1926 Prep. & Sec. Day Co-ed B:132 
G:236 368 
Marist Bros. High Sch. 1922.1929 Prep. & Sec. Day Boys 124 
St. Dominic Convent 1932 Prep. Day Co-ed 48 
Holy Cross Convent 1932 Prep. Day Co-ed 114 
Marist Sisters 1929 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 56 
G:100 156 
St. Anthony's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed 115 
Star of the Sea Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B:64 
G :128 182 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed 
St. Joseph's Convent 1930 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 52 
G: 54 106 
St. Joseph's Convent 1930 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 46 
G: 41 87 
Marist Sisters 1927 Prep. Day Co-ed 145 
Good Shepherd School 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B:100 
G:220 320 
St. Benedict's Convent 1915-1924 Prep. & Tech. Day Boys 253 
St. Mary's Dom. Convent 1933 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 41 
G: 44 85 
St. Paul's Convent 1928 Prep. Day Co-ed 104 
St. Joseph's 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B:109 
G:136 245 
Monte Cecilia College 1921 Prep. Day Co-ed 
--
_,.. 'v \. 
'( ' 
y \' ·y \' 
V 
A. AUCKLAND (contd) 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Registn. 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 30 
G: 57 87 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 96 
G:119 215 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 42 
G: 49 91 
St. Patrick's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 58 
G: 63 121 
St. John's Convent 1915 Prep .. Day Co-ed B: 38 
G: 48 86 
St. Francis School 1930 Prep. Day ? 152 
Marist Bros. 1916 Prep. Day Boys ) 328 
Sacred Heart College 1916 Pre. & Sec. Bdg. Boys) 
Sacred Heart Girls 1915 Prep. Girls) 396 
St. Mary's College 1916.1917 Prep. & Sec. Girls ) 
Sts. Peter's & Paul's 1923 Prep. Day Co-ed 46 
St. Joseph's 1916 Prep .. Day Co-ed B: 55 
G: 67 122 
St. Michael's Convent 1915 Prep .. Day ) 175 
Convent Sacred Heart 1922 Prep. & Sec. Day) 
St. Michael's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 146 
G:177 323 
St. Ignacious 1927 Prep .. Day Co-ed B: 85 
G: 67 152 
St. Joseph's School 1930 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 87 
G: 65 152 
St. Patrick's Convent 1917 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 55 
G: 48 102 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 88 
G:102 190 
St. Patrick's Convent 1921 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 74 
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A. AUCKLAND (contd) 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Registn. 
St. Joseph's Convent 1921 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 36 
G: 34 70 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 44 
G: 46 90 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 60 
G: 58 118 
St. Joseph's Convent 1933 Prep. Day Co-ed 85 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed B: 96 
G: 107 203 
IV. OTHER DENOMINATIONS 
Vasanta Garden 1919 Prep. 
Seventh Day Adventist 1934 Prep. 
Royal Oak Seventh Day 
Adventist School 1939 Prep. Day Co-ed 20 
v. OTHERS 
Melrose School 1936 Prep. 
Tamaki Private School 1920 Prep. 
B. TARANAKI EDUCATION DISTRICT 
I. ANGLICAN 
St. Mary's Diocesan 1918 Prep. 
II. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Joseph's Convent 1918 Prep. Day School Co-ed 97 
------ ----··" ------~--~. __ , 
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B. TARANAKI EDUCATION DISTRICT (contd) 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Registn. 
Fitzroy Convent 1927 Prep. 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. 
St. Patrick's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed 94 
St. Patrick's Convent 1922 Prep. Day Co-ed 50 
Sacred Heart Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed 96 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed 168 
Sacred Heart Con. High 1915-1928 Prep. & Sec. 72 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed 81 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed 137 
c. WANGANUI EDUCATION DISTRICT 
I. ANGLICAN 
Huntley School 1921 Prep. Boarding Boys 50 
St. Stephen's 1918 Prep. Boarding Girls 50 
Wgtn. Diocesan Ngatawa 1922 Sec. Boarding Girls 147 
St. Albans 1936 Prep. Day Girls 
St. George's 1927 Prep. Boarding Boys 101 
II. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Holy Infancy 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed 132 
St. Vincent's School 1920 Prep. Day Co-ed 18 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed 116 
St. Mary's Convent 1922 Prep. Day Co-ed 70 
St. Anthony's 1926 Prep. Day Co-ed 75 
St. Peter's 1916 Prep. Day Co-ed ? 
St. Matthew's Convent 1918 Prep. Day Co-ed 58 
~ 
v " -~ ,· 'i' '( -{ '( _ .. 
c. WANGANUI EDUCATION DISTRICT (contd) 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Registn. 
St. Joseph's Convent 1919 Prep. Day Co-ed 116 
St. Joseph's Con. High 1917-1932 Prep. & Sec. Day Girls 37 
Marist Bros. St. Patrick's 
High School 1939 Prep. Boarding Boys 56 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Day Co-ed 84 
Sacred Heart Convent High 1918-1917 Prep. & Sec. Day Girls 39 
St. Joseph's Convent 1917 Prep. & Sec. Day Co-ed 103 
Marist Bros. 1915 Prep. Day Boys 138 
St. Joseph's 1915 Prep. Co-ed 180 
St. Michael's Convent 1915 Prep. Co-ed 89 
III. OTHER DENOMINATIONS 
Seventh Day Ad. School 1936 Prep. Co-ed 
N.Z. Friends School 1920 Prep. Boarding Co-ed 96 
Seventh Day Ad. School 1935 Prep. Co-ed 
IV. OTHERS 
Carncote Prep. School 1922 Prep. Boarding Girls 
-
D. HAWKES BAY 
I. ANGLICAN 
Here worth 1915 Prep .. Boarding Boys 50 
Woodford House 1916 Prep. & Sec. Boarding Girls 145 
St .. Luke's 1921 Prep. Boys 
'I 
,· --- '/ ? - (,:,..- _v 
D. HAWKES BAY (Contd) 
Schools 
II. PRESBYTERIAN 
Iona Presbyterian College 
III. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Joseph's Convent 
Marist Brothers 
St. Mary's Convent 
St. Joseph's Convent 
St. Joseph's Convent 
Marist Brothers 
Sacred Heart High 
St. Patrick's Infant 
St. Joseph's Infant 
St. Mary's Convent 
St. Columba's Convent 
St. Joseph's Convent 
St. Joseph's Convent 
IV. OTHER DENOMINATIONS 








----..,, ---· ---· 
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Type of School 
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11' .ru • WELLINGTON EDUCATION DISTRICT 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-4-7 
Registn. 
I. ANGLICAN 
Wellesley College 1915 Prep. Boarding Boys 133 
Marsden Collegiate 1916 Prep. & Sec. Girls 300 
Chilton St. James 1922.1940 Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Girls 100 
Hadlow Prep. School 1929 Prep. Boarding Boys 
St. Matthews Coll. for Girls 1915. 1929 Prep. & Sec. Bdg Girls 
St. Mark's Church Sehl. 1918 Prep. Boys 
St. Mary's Boys 1915 Prep. Boys 
II. PRESBYTERIAN 
Scot's College 1915.1916 Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Boys 364 
Solways Girls' Coll. 1935.1925 Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Girls 128 
Queen Margaret Coll. 1919.1923 Prep. & Sec. Girls 301 
III. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Mary's Convent High 1916.1927 Prep. & Sec. Girls 73 
St. Joseph's Girls 1915 Prep. Girls 108 
St. Anthony's Convent 1935 Co-ed 79 
St. Mary's Convent 1917 Prep. Co-ed 96 
San Antonio 1920 Prep. Co-ed 89 
Mount Carmel Convent 1930 Prep. Co-ed 
Home of Compassion 1926 Prep. Co-ed 26 
St. Madelene Sophies 1915 Prep. Co-ed 148 
Sacred Heart Convent 1922 Prep. & Sec. Girls 41 
St. Bridgid's Convent 1929 Prep. Co-ed 190 
St. Teresa's Convent 1931 Prep. Co-ed 95 
St. Patrick's Convent 1915 Prep. Co-ed 103 
St. Catherine's Convent 1921 Sec. Girls 86 
St. Joseph's Convent 1920 Prep. Co-ed 103 
';.-
' ' 
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E. WELLINGTON EDUCATION DISTRICT 
Schools Date of 
Reeiistn. 
Sacred Heart College 1915.1926 
St. Peter's & P. Convent 1915 
Waiwatu Convent 1937 
St. Bride's Convent 1939 
St. Patrick's School 1915 
Holy Cross Convent 1932 
St. Thomas's Boys 1928 
St. John's Convent 1936 
St. Ann's Convent 1915 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 
Convent School 1922 
Blessed Chanels Convent 1915 
St. Anthony's Convent 1915 
Sacred Heart Convent 1915 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 
St. Anthony's School 1923 
Star of the Sea Convent 1920 
St. Patrick's College 1930 
St. Joseph's Orphanage 1916 
St. Francis Xavier 1922 
Sacred Heart 1917 
Marist Bros. 1915 
Marist Bros. 1915 
Sacred Heart 1915 
St. Mary's College 1915 
St. Mary of the Angels 1925 
St. Patrick's Coll. 1916 
Marist Bros. 1937 
IV. OTHER DENOMINATIONS 
Florence Booth Girls 1916 
·,~ --{ -,1 
V y 
\/ 
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'( 
Type of School 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg Girls 
Prep. Co-ed 
Prep. Co-ed 






Prep. & Sec. Co-ed 
Prep .. Co-ed 










Prep .. Co-ed 
Prep. Co-ed 




































' ~ . ~ ),.· y ~ .. 




II. ROMAN CATHOLIC -
St. Joseph's Convent 
Sacred Heart High 
St. Joseph's Convent 
Sacred Heart Convent 
St. Canices Convent 












G. CANTERBURY EDUCATION DISTRICT 
I. ANGLICAN 
Cathedral Grammar 1923.1940 
St. Peter's School 1927 
St. Margaret's College 1921 
St. Michael's Day Sch. 1916 
St. Mark's Open Air Sch. 1922 
Medbury School 1923 
Waihi School 1916 
Craighead Girls 1916.1928 
Victory Memorial 1916 
Christ's College 
II. PRESBYTERIAN 
St. Andrews College 1918 
Rangi Ruru 1922 
:, 
\' " .. { -.,: 
Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Prep. Co-ed 
Prep. 24 
Prep. & Sec. Co-ed 46 
Prep. Co-ed 114 
Prep. Co-ed 48 
Prep. Co-ed 105 
C. Sec. Co-ed 105 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Boys 148 
Prep. Boys 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Girls 120 
Prep. Boys 
Prep. 
Prep. Bdg Boys 46 
Prep .. Bdg. Boys 45 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Girls 146 
Prep. 
Sec. Boarding Boys 300 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Boys 275 
Prep. & Sec. Girls 217 
' ....-
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G. CANTERBURY EDUCATION DISTRICT (Contd) 
Schools Date of 
Ree;istn. 
III. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Aloysius Convent 1916 
Sacred Heart Convent 1916 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
Sacred Heart Girls' College 1916 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Mary's College 1916.1928 
St. Mary's Convent 1916 
Marist Brothers 1916 
Cobden Convent 1915 
St. Paul's Convent 1935 
Darfield Convent 1915 
St. Joseph's School 1939 
Marist Brothers 1915.1928 
St. Patrick's 1915 
St. Mary's High 1915 
St. Agnes' Convent 1916 
St. Mary's Convent 1915 
St. Mary's School 1922 
St. Patrick's Convent 1926 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Joseph~s Convent 1915 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Patrick's Convent 1915 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Mary's Convent 1916 
Methven Convent 1916 
St. Joseph's Home 1921 
St. Joseph's Convent 1917 
'?' \7 
'( -- ' ~ ' \ 
~'ype of School Roll 1945-47 
Prep. Co--ed 300 
Prep. Co--ed 25 
Prep. Co--ed) 132 Prep. Co--ed) 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Girls 327 
Prep. Co--ed 240 
Prep. & Sec. Co·-ed 485 
Prep. Co,-ed 75 
Prep. Bo;rs 281 
Prep. Co·-ed 59 
Prep. Co·-ed 92 
Prep. Co,-ed 23 
Prep. Co,-ed 64 
Prep. & Sec. Bo;rs) 223 Prep ) 
Prep. & Sec. Gi:cls 152 
Prep. Co,-ed 300 
Sec. Girls 34 
Prep. Co-ed 180 
Prep. Co-ed 27 
Prep. 
Prep. Co-ed 
Prep. Co-ed 144 
Prep. 223 
Prep. Co-ed 50 
Prep. Co-ed) 98 Prep. ) 
Prep. Co-ed 39 
Prep. 








G. CANTERBURY EDUCATION DISTRICT (contd) 
Schools 
Convent of Immaculate Conception 
Loretto College 
St. Joseph's Convent 
St. Bede's College 
St. Joseph's School 
St. Ilas Convent 
St. Joseph's Cathedral 
St. Mary's Convent 
St. Patrick's Convent 
St. Joseph's Convent 
St. Joseph's Orphanage 
Nazareth House 
Marist Brothers 
Sacred Heart College 
St. Patrick's High Sc. 
Timaru Catholic Girls 
Villa Maria Convent 
St. Patrick's Convent 
St. Ann's Convent 
Star of the Sea 
IV. OTHE~ DENOMINATIONS 
Fairlie Sunshine Sch. 
St. John's Kindergarten 
Selwyn House 
H. OTAGO EDUCATIONAL DISTRICT 
I. ANGLICAN 
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H. OTAGO EDUCATIONAL DISTRICT (contd) 
Schools Date of 
Ree;istn. 
II. PRESBYTERIAN 
John McGlashan College 1919 
Columba College 1916 
III. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Gerard's Convent 1915 
St. Bridgid's Convent 1935 
St. Bernadette's Convent 1935 
St. John's Convent 1915 
Christian Brothers 1916 
St. Dominics 1915 
St. Joseph's Parish 1915 
Holy Name 1932 
St. Patrick's Convent 1915 
St. Philomena's 1916.1929 
St. Mary's Convent 1915 
St. Patrick's Convent 1915 
St. Francis Xavier's 1920 
St. Mary's Convent 1915 
Sacred Heart Convent 1916 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 
St. Patrick's Convent 1928 
Montessori School 1921 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 
St. Kevin's College 1927 
St. Patrick's Convent 191601940 
St. Joseph's Boys Orph. 1924 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
y 
,. '( ., '( "f 
Type,of School 
Prep. & Sec. Bdg. 





Prep. & Sec. 














Prep. Sec. Bdg. 
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I. SOUTHLAND EDUCATION DISTRICT 
Schools Date of Type of School Roll 1945-47 
Registn. 
I. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Co-ed 50 
St. Theresa's Convent 1915 Prep. Co-ed 53 
St. Mary's Convent 1915 Prep. 
Marist High 1915.1935 Prep. & Sec. Boys 50 
St. Joseph's Convent 1915 Prep. Co-ed 170 
St. Theresa's Convent 1931 Prep. Co-ed 124 
St. Catherine's 1916.1929 Prep. & Sec. Girls 207 
St. Patricks 1918 Prep. Co-ed 68 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 Prep. Co-ed 50 
St. Columbas Convent 1915 Prep. Co-ed 65 
St. Thomas Convent 1915 Prep. Co-ed 71 
II. OTHER DENOMINATIONS 
St. John's Girls' School 1933 Prep. Girls 
J. NATIVE SCHOOLS 
I. ANGLICAN 
Te Aute 1924 Sec. Boarding Boys 
St. Stephens 1935.1933 Prep. & Sec. Bdg. Boys 
Queen Victoria School 1916 Prep. Girls 




"' ' ~- <I 
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J. NATIVE SCHOOI.S (Contd) 
Schools Date of 
- Registn. 
II. PRESBYTERIAN 
Matahi Maori Mission 1922 
Kawerau Mission School 1930 
Taua-Taua Maori Mission 1922 
Turakina Maori Girls 1916 
III. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Mary's Convent 1927 
St. Joseph's Convent 1916 
St. Joseph's Convent 1920 
St. Joseph's School 1928 
St. Joseph's Convent 1918 
Sacred Heart Mission 1918 
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TABLE 1 
TABLE SHOWING STAFFING POSITION AND STAFF - PUPIL RATIO IN A GROUP OF THESE SCHOOLS 
A. ANGLICAN 
Medbury Prep. School - - 5 1:9 
Hilton School for Girls 2 1 7 10 99 1: 10 
Waihi Prep School 1 - 2 17 1:16 
Southwell School 4 2 2 8 148 1:18 
St. George's School 2 - 5 7 101 1: 14 
Auckland Diocesan 12 15 ? 24 412 1:21 
Waikato Diocesan 5 5 5 15 194 1: 13 
Cathedral Grammar Sch. 4 5 - 9 158 1: 16 
Craighead Diocesan 7 - 1 8 146 1:18 
Wanganui Collegiate 
King's College 450 
Huntley 2 2 4 45 1:11 
Hukarere 4 - 1 5 99 1:20 
B. PRESBYTERIAN 
Iona College 5 4 5 14 124 1:9 
Queen Margaret Col1. 5 8 5 18 376 1:22 
Rangi-Ruru 6 4 3 13 237 1:18 
Turakina Maori Girls 1 1 3 5 55 1:11 
St. Cuthberts 9 5 10 24 550 1:23 
John McGlashan College 4 5 3 12 200 1: 16 
Scot's College 10 11 - 17 364 1:21 
St. Andrews 13 4 - 17 296 1:11 
c. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Sacred Heart College 4 12 3 19 540 1:28 
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TABLE 1 (Contd) 
D. OTHERS 
Dilworth 5 4 2 11 144 1:13 
Wesley College 5 10 - 15 126 1:8 
Epsom Speech Sehl. - - 1 1 14 1: 14 
N.Z. Friends School - 7 - 7 96 1:13 
Bluff Hill School - - - 2 31 1:15 
l> " ,.;_ " \,' ',-
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TABLE 2 
SHOWING PROVISION MADE FOR RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN A GROUP OF THESE SCHOOLS 
PER WEEK 
NAME OF SCHOOL Up to 1 Hr. 1-2 hrs 2-3 hrs Over 3 Chapel 








Wesley Coll. Div. Class 
11 
" others 






John McGlashan Coll. 
Woodford House 































































SHOWING BOARDER-DAY PUPIL RATIO IN A GROUP OF THESE SCHOOLS 
Ratio 
Total No. of No. of Day Boarders to 
NAME OF SCHOOL Roll Boarders Pu12ils Dai Pu;eils 
N.Z. Friends School 96 72 24- 3 : 1 
Southwell School 14-8 98 50 2 : 1 
Medbury Prep. School 100 46 54- 1 : 1 
Waikato Diocesan 194 85 109 1 : 1 .25 
Craighead Diocesan 146 93 53 2 : 1 
'! Waihi School 47 47 Nil 1 : 0 
King's College 450 260 190 1.75: 1 
St. George's School 101 66 45 1.5 : 1 t·,Y' 
Rangi-Ruru 24-4 61 183 1 : 3 
Sacred Heart College 540 186 354 1 : 2 
Dilworth 134- 134 Nil 1 : 0 
} 
Nga Tawa 145 140 5 19 : 1 
>- Cathedral Grammar 148 35 113 1 : 3 
,,_-.:y Auckland Diocesan 4-22 73 34-9 1 : 5 
Hukerere 99 99 Nil 1 : 0 
Sacred Heart Girls 275 48 127 . 1 : 3 
John McGlashan Coll. 200 80 120 1 : 1.5 
> Sacred Heart Girls Col~155 47 108 1 : 2.5 
/;,. Sacred Heart High Sch. 89 27 62 1 : 2 
>- ,,,. Convent High School 82 32 50 1 : 1.5 
St. Joseph's Maori Girl 79 79 Nil 1 : 0 
St. Patrick's 267 233 34- 7 : 1 
Loreto Prep. School 64 32 32 1 : 1 
St. Bede's 306 130 176 1 : 1.25 
'~ St. Kevin's 150 128 22 6 : 4 
Selwyn House 74 21 53 1 : 2.5 
St. Andrews 296 94 202 1 : 2 
, : -t Scot's College 364 85 279 1 : 3.25 
St. Cuthbert's 560 120 440 1 : 3.75 
Queen Margaret 376 35 34-1 1 : 10 












SHOWING ROLLS OF PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES 1946 
TOTAL DAY PUPILS BOARDERS 
ROLL PREP. SEC. PREP. SEC. --
. '--
St. Cuthberts 561 137 304- 12 108 
Iona 116 10 106 
Solway 128 23 105 
'Y 
301 147 123 Queen Margaret 8 23 
~~ ! ..,.. 
Rangi-Ruru 217 73 93 6 45 
)-- Columba 232 73 71 18 70 
', >-
' Scots 318 189 129 36 47 
i,-¥ 
St. Andrews 275 68 110 12 84 
> John McGlashan * 143 55* 22 * 34 * 28 * 
' .~ 
'}- :> 
742 852 159 626 
-
TOTALS 2291 1594 785 
• 
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TABLE 5 
SHOWING FEES CHARGED IN A GROUP OF THESE SCHOOIS 
NAME OF SCHOOL PREP. DAY FEES SEC. DAY FEES PREP BDG. FEES SEC. BDG. FEES 
Hilltop School 
Southwell School 
Medbury Prep. School 
Waikato Diocesan Sc. 
Craighead " " 
Roy. Oak 7th Day Ad. 
Wesley College 
St. Marks Open Air 
Waihi School 
Turakina Maori Girls' Coll. 
King's College 
Bluff Hill School 
Rangi Ruru 




st. Hilda's School 
St. Peter's School 
Christ's College 
Nga Tawa 
£8: 2: 6 
£4 to £5 
£7 to £10 
£4: 10: 6 
£4 to £8 
£1: 6: 3 
Nil 
£2: 0: 0 
£5: 5: O 
£7: 0: 0 
£8: 8: 0 
Nil 
£11:.11:0 
£ 4: 4: 0 
* Inclusive of Tuition 
£25~ 0: 0 
£30:. 0: 0 
£7:.15:6 to 
8:18:6 32 gns. 
£11: 0:0: £38 to £41 
£1:10:0 
Nil £25: 0: 0 
£40: 0: 0 * 
£12:15:0 
£10: 0:0 £29: 0: 0 
£10 to £23: 0: 0 
£12:12: 0 
Nil Nil 
£13: 0: 0 £26: 0: 0 
~£ 8 to £9: 9:0 28 gns 
£60: 0: 0 
£14: 0: 0 
34 gns 
£41 to £43 
£25: 0: 0 
*£30 to £50 
~£45:15: 0 
£29: 0: 0 
£25: 0: 0 
Nil 
£26: 0: 0 
*£16:13: 4 
28 gns 













\ ' ' . 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Association of Preparatory School of New Zealand --
Bulletin No. 5. Wanganui Herald -- June 1947. 
Australasian Catholic Directory. Pellegrini and Co. Ltd. 
1945. 1947. 
Brett, H. Early History of New Zealand, H. Brett, 
Auckland, 1890. 
Butchers, A.G. Young New Zealand. 
11 11 The Education System 
The National Printing Co. Ltd. 1932. 
" II Education in New Zealand -- Coulls, 
Somerville and Wilkie Ltd. 1930. 
Campbell, A. E. Education New Zealand -- Wellington, 1941. 
Christ's College Old Collegians Association --
Christ's College School List, 1929. 
Christ's College School List, 1935. Published by 
Whitcombe and Tombs. · 
Chronicles of St. Hilda's 1906-- 1947. 
Clarke, F. Education and Social Change. An English 
Interpretation -- The Sheldon Press, 1940. 
Columba College Chronicles 1915-1947. 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand, Vols. 2, 3, 4. Cyclopedia Co. 
Ltd. Ch'Ch (Vol. 2 - 1902) (Vol. 3..., 1903) (Vol. 4 - 1905). 
David, R.R. Life and the Public Schools -- Alexander 
Maclehose and Co. 1932. 
Directory for Auckland City and Suburbs -- Issued by 
J. Ingram and Co. 1682. 
Education Department - Register of Private Schools --
From Gazette No. 70, p.2926. 
Education Department - Reprints of the Education Acts of 
1914 and 1921 - 22. 
Elder, J. R. History of the Presbyterian Church in New 
Zealand -- Presbyterian Bookroom 1940. 
Espey, H. G. The Public Secondary School --
Mifflin Co., 1939. 
Files of the Otago Daily Times. 




















Fitchett, J. The Contribution of the Church of England to 
Education in New Zealand since the Arrival of Bishop 
Selwyn -- unpublished thesis -- 1940. 
Fleming Report 
Hans, N. Educational Traditions in the English-speaking 
Countries -- Reprint from the Year Book of Education 
Evans Bros. Ltd., 1936. 
Harrop, A. J. 
1926 .. 
Eng. and New Zealand -- Methuen -- London 
Jacobs, H. Rev. Dioceses of New Zealand -- Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge -- 1888 
McNab, R. Historical Records of New Zealand, Vol. 1, 
Government Printer--. 1908. 
McQueen, H. C. and Others. The Background of Guidance 
Wellington, 1940. 
Marsden, C. Rev. Folio of Correspondence of the Rev. S. 
Marsden -- Vol. III -- Hocken Library, Dunedin. 
Mason, H. G. R. 
Wellington. 
Education To-day and To-morrow 
1945. 
Mathews, S. C. & L. J. Matthews at Kaitia -- A.H. and A. w. 
Reed, 1942. 
Minutes of the Association of the Headmasters of Registered 
Secondary Schools, New Zealand (Incorporated). 
Morley. History of Methodism in New Zealand. McKee & Coe 
Wellington, 1900. 
Murdoch, J. H. The High Schools of New Zealand. 
New Zealand Official Year Book -- 1945. 
Partridge, E. H. Freedom in Education. 
The Function of the Public Boarding 
School -- Faber and Faber -- 1943. 
Phillips, F. G. Democracy and the Private School --
Sydney and Melbourne Publishing Company -- 2nd imp. 
1945. 
Proceedings of the Dunedin Synod -- 1930. 
Purchas, H. T. Bishop Harper and the Canterbury Settlement 
Whitcomb.e & Tombs -- 1909. 



















School Magazines and Prospectuses: 
The Braemarian -- Braemar House 
Christ's College Prospectus 
Columba College Magazine 
Huntley School Jubilee Publication 
John McGlashan College Magazine 
King's College Prospectus 
New Zealand Friends' School Prospectus 
St. Andrew's School College Prospectus 
St. Cuthbert's College Magazine 
St. Hilda's Collegiate School Prospectus 
St. Peter's School Prospectus 













Wellington Diocesan School Magazines 
Wesley College Magazine 
1942-1946 
1946 
Special Committee of the General Assembly 
The Presbyterian Church Schools --
Otago Daily Times & Witness Press 
Sprott, T. H. (Bishop of Wellington) 
1947 
Bible in State Schools -- Presidential address delivered 
at the opening of the Third Session of the Nineteenth 
Synod of the Diocese of Wellington, 1st July, 1913 --
Wright and Carman, Wellington 1913. 
Swinton, D. E. 
in Otago 
Tawney, R.H. 
The Presbyterian Church and Education 
unpublished thesis, 1935. 
Much valuable information was supplied by the 
Principals of the various schools in reply to 
a comprehensive questionnaire which was 
circulated. 
